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Bound, blindfolded, Victory is a lone oak tree 

✓ - Protestersagainst the Ne 

T -o « -g — - ^ bypass were handed a sy 

gagged and held m a ==^=? 

— '—-m. »• - jLA Instead, this handsome 

1 yl' - • -. - "•jjf j lV'• of Mother Nature's hand 

cupboard for 9 days ssss 

Greek shipping magnate in kidnap ordeal 


JASON BENNETTO 
and WILL BENNETT 

A wealthy Greek shipping mag¬ 
nate. who was drugged and 
locked in a cupboard by kid¬ 
nappers for nine days, was freed 
by the police following an un¬ 
dercover operation in which 
four men were arrested, it was 
revealed yesterday. 

George Fraghistas, 43. the di¬ 
rector of two ship-management 
companies, yesterday described 
his ordeal in which his captors 
are understood to have de¬ 
manded up to £10m in ransom. 

However, there was specu¬ 
lation last night that the kid¬ 
napper's may have mistaken Mr 
Fraghistas, who is a member of 
a ship-owning family, for his 
multi-millionaire cousin, also 
called George Fraghistas. 

Mr Fraghistas, the kidnap vic¬ 
tim, appeared severely shaken 
but surprisingly' healthy at a 
news conference yesterday, de¬ 
spite having been handcuffed, 
blindfolded and forced to wear 
earplugs while in the 6ft by 3ft 
cupboard in a house in Maida 
Vale, north-west London. 

Two French and two Greek 
men were last night being ques¬ 
tioned by the police following 
their arrest on Tuesday evening 
in a police operation involving 
about 100 officers. The police 
are believed to have located the 
suspects after tracing their calls 
made on mobile telephones to 
MrFraghistass family in Lon¬ 
don and Athens. Two of the sus¬ 
pects were arrested while 
making a ransom demand on a 
earphone. 

Mr Fraghistas was kidnapped 
at 6.20pm on Sunday 24 March 
after he parked his car in La¬ 
nark Road and began walking 
to his home in Maida Mile. Four 
men bundled him into the boot 
of a ear, where one of them 
handcuffed him and put sticky 
tape over his mouth. He was dri- 










Kidnap victim: George Fraghistas survived being drugged, 
blindfolded and looted in a cupboard for nine days 


ven short distance to a three- 
storey house at 5 Hogan Mews. 
Throughout his nine days 


Scotland Yard’s Specialist Op¬ 
erations Department were con¬ 
tacted. Several members of Mr 


locked inside the cupboard, Fraghisti&' family, including his 
which had just a chair in it, Mr mother, travelled to London to 


Fraghistas, who is angle, had a 
mask placed over his head. For 
the first few days he was kept 
handcuffed and forced to wear 
eaiplugs. He was also made to 
take tranquillisers and his kid¬ 
nappers threatened to kill him. 

For the first four days he only 
drank water, but later ate food 
including Kentucky Fried 
Chicken. During his captivity be 
lost about a stone in weight. 

Thirty-six hours after his ab¬ 
duction his kidnappers tele¬ 
phoned his family in Athens and 
demanded a multi-million 
pound ransom. They immedi¬ 
ately went to the police and 


continue the negotiations. 

Mr Fraghistas was forced to 
make tape recordings which 
were played over the telephone 
to his family. The kidnappers 
.made more than 50 calls. 

But while they were canying 
out their negotiations, police 
from the Metropolitan Police’s 
Organised Crime Group and 
the Directorate of Intelligence, 
mounted a massive surveillance 
and undercover operation. It is 
understood that detectives 
staked out large parts of north¬ 
west London after tracing the 
rans om calls. 

Late on Tuesday night police 


arrested two men in a car in 
Golders Green, north-west 
London, as they were malting a 
ransom demand to the victim's 
family. Two other men were ar¬ 
rested shortly afterward, one 
outside the house where Mr 
Fraghistas was being held and 
one inside it. Mr Fraghistas was 
found locked in the cupboard. 
Police described him in a state 
of shock and suffering extreme 
distress. He had bruising and 
grazes to his wrists, but did not 
need any hospital treatment 

At least five guns were re¬ 
covered from the house. 

Speaking at a news confer¬ 
ence yesterday Mr Fraghistas, 
who was trembling, said: “This 
has been a terrifying ordeal for 
me and my family. I feared for 
my safety and wondered if I 
would ever be freed. I am grate- ; 
ful to the Metropolitan Police 
service for my release." He 
added: “It is very difficult. I am 
not in a position to really be able 
to describe the things that hap¬ 
pened. I am still in "shock.” 

Commander Roy Ramm, 
head of Scotland Yard’s Or¬ 
ganised Crime Group, said: 
“This was quite clearly a specif¬ 
ically. targeted and carefully or¬ 
chestrated kidnap carried out by. 
a team who had clearly-been 
planning it for some time."" 

Mr Fraghistas has lived and 
worked in London for several 
years. He is a director of two 
companies which manage eight 
ships, some of them massive 
bulk carriers and oQ tankers. He 
was a member of Greece’s Mil¬ 
lionaire’s Club in Piraeus, which 
is a reference to the tonnage of 
their fleet rather than their 
bank balance. 

His principal company is 
World Carrier London which 
has offices in Albemarle Street 
in Mayfair in the West End and 
a subsidiary called World Car¬ 
rier Management which man¬ 
ages three ships. 



Mighty oak: Protesters surrounding the saved tree yesterday Photograph: Nicholas Turpin 


ProtesLers against the Newbury 
bypass were handed a symbol¬ 
ic victory yesterday as a single 
oak tree along the route of Lhe 
new road was spared the at¬ 
tentions of a chainsaw. 

Instead, this handsome token 
of Mother Nature's handiwork 
will enjoy a new lease of life - 
as part of a picturesque round¬ 
about for motorists to enjoy. 

But token it is. Since work’of¬ 
ficially began along the route on 
9 January. around 10.000 trees 
have been felled along the path 
of the bulldozers. Only a few 
trees with nesting birds have 
been left behind, in accordance 
with wildlife protection laws. 
As the under-Shcriff of Berk¬ 
shire, Nick Blandy, turned up to 
hand over the site of the bypass 
to contractors at a special cer¬ 
emony yesterday, a crowd of 
around 100 protesters am¬ 
bushed the event His Land 
Rover made several attempts to 
escape Lhe crowd and he sped 
off before saying a word. 

Despite this humiliation. 
Mark Clark, a spokesman for 
the Highways Agency', was de¬ 
fiant. Although the ceremony 
was ruined, the construction of 
the road would go ahead as 
planned, he said. 

We are going ahead and we 
are going to put that road in 
place as per the schedule we 
have laid out," he said. “It has 
been democratically chosen 
that the bypass is to be built and 
we are not going to let a rela¬ 
tively small group of people stop 
that.” 

The group of people to which 
he referred was not quite so in¬ 
significant, however. It is estim 
ated that 2,000 protesters have 
taken part in the demonstra¬ 
tions at the site, either living in 
the woods or simply spending 
the odd day wrestling with se¬ 
curity officers and lying down in 
front of bulldozers. 

On Tuesday. 17 environ¬ 
mental campaigners bad been 
arrested as the last camps - Tot 
Hill and Castle Camp - fell to 
the Sheriff. The passionately 
fought campaign has seen 76$ 
arrests. Most of the arrests 
have been for aggravated tres¬ 
pass, or for obstruction of the 
under-sheriffs staff - at a cost 
of £155m in police time. Secu¬ 
rity costs have tripled from the 
original estimate of £500.000 to 
£l-5m. The forcible evacuation 
operation came to an end w-hen 
the last protester - dressed in a 
pantomime cow costume - left 
the last of the ueehouses 


Clinton aide ‘killed’ in Croatia air crash 








Ron Brown: ‘One of the 
sharpest political brains 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

and EMMA DA1Y 

Tirzla 

Ron Brown, a US rabbet mem¬ 
ber and one of America’s best- 
known black politicians, was 
feared killed in a air crash on 
the Croatian coast yesterday. 

A US Air Force plane carry¬ 
ing Mr Brown, the US Com¬ 
merce Secretary, crashed in 
stormy weather new- the city of 
Dubrovnik, where it bad been 
due to land, on its way from TU- 
zla. American, British and 
French aircraft mounted a im§e 
rescue operation at sea and m 
the hills around Dubrovnik, 
but there were no reports of any 


“Ron Brown’s plane is down 
in Bosnia. The wreckage has 
been sighted. They are investi¬ 
gating," the US Attorney Gen¬ 
eral, Janet Reno, told reporters 
in Washington. “I think we 
should all pray at this point." 

Tvo senior US defence offi¬ 
cials said there was no indica¬ 
tion of any hostile fire at the 
aircraft But one added: “I can 
tell you the weather was terri¬ 
ble.” A strong wind from the 
south raged all day through 
Dubrovnik. 

Croatian sources said the 
plane crashed either into the 
Adriatic or into hills near 
Dubrovnik airport which sits 
between the sea and a sheer 


.CROATIA 
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Sarajevo^ ■■ 




Adriatic 
Saa. ;v 


spine of granite mountains ris¬ 
ing steeply from the coast. 

It was not immediately clear 
who else was aboard the airliner. 
Accompanied by 12 chief ex¬ 
ecutive officers from America's 
infrastructure, tourism and 
telecommunications sectors. 


Mr Brown had planned to 
spend three days in Bosnia and 
Croatia, meeting American 
troops, government figures and 
local business leaders to build 
support for trade ties and eco¬ 
nomic assistance. 

The loss of Mr Brown would 
deprive President Bill Clinton 
of one of the sharpest political 
brains in the Democratic Par¬ 
ty, honed by an early career in 
the civil rights movement, fol¬ 
lowed by more than a decade as 
a partner in a top Whshington 
law firm, and a widely praised 
tenure as party chairman be¬ 
tween 19S9 and 1993 which 
culminated with Mr Clinton’s 
election. 

In the new administration he 


became commerce secretary 
and has successfully promoted 
US business around the world. 

But his travels and all his pri¬ 
vate business dealings have 
been targeted by Republican 
critics, ana since mid-iy95 an in¬ 
dependent counsel has been in¬ 
vestigating his affairs. Mr 
Clinton insisted he stay on. 
calling him “one of the roost 
valuable members of the gov¬ 
ernment’*. 

The aircraft in which Mr 
Brown was travelling was a 
T43. the military version of the 
Boeing 737. Two unexplained 
accidents have focused attention 
on possible rudder problems 
with the 737. 

The “skilled fixer", page 14 
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Clarke’s prediction 

Kenneth Clarke predicted that 
there would be do more “sala¬ 
mi slicing" of the Government s 

European policy after Bis 
agreeing to a single currency rei- 
erendum. " 

Easter escape 

More than a million people will 
be heading abroad for Easter, 
with airports reporting an in¬ 
creased number taking long- 
haul breaks. Pa S e3 

Today's weather 

Eine.and sunny again but stm 
chilly. . Section two. page 29 


Howard reforms need 40 new jails 



46443 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent. 

Tough US-style automatic jail 
terms were unveiled yesterday 
as Michael Howard announced 
the most radical changes to sen¬ 
tencing poheythis century. 

In a populist package, ne 
promised mandatory life sen¬ 
tences for repeal violent and sex 
offenders, minimum lough sen¬ 
tences for repeat burglars and : 
dru® dealers - and an end to re- 
mission and panfe- 
The men«s win lead to a mas¬ 
sive prison budding pro¬ 
gramme, estimated at £3toflion 
over the next 25 years. On Mr 
Howard’s lowest estimates it wiB 

involve 12 newj’ails, on top of 

I five already m the pipeline, to 


bold an extra 10,000. Probation 
officers and . penal reform 
groups, behave the prison pop- 


fy 40 new jails. 

The proposals contained in a 
white paper Protecting the Pub¬ 
lic, also set the government on 
collision course with all the 
annual justice system-with the 
exception of the police.. 

Mr Howard's most powerful 
opponent. Lord-Thylor, the 
Lord Chief Justice, who has had 
led the judiciary's attack oh the 
plans- which they say removes 
their ability to sentence ac¬ 
cording to the unique circum¬ 
stances of a crime - remained 
silent. 

He has already warned that 
mandatory minimum sentences 


will not reduce crime, will re¬ 
move any incentive for a de¬ 
fendant to plead guilty - thus 
forcing victims to go through the 
ordeal of a trial - and could, in 
extreme cases, force a rapist to 
loll his victim and only witness, 
because he will get a life sen¬ 
tence either way. 

Labour's frontbench, anx¬ 
ious not to give the government 
any grounds to suggest they are 
“soft on crime and criminals” in 
the run-up to an election will 
support the main proposals. 

In the Commons, Mr 
Howard said: “We have taken 
action to ensure that the balance 
in our criminal justice system 
favours the law abiding public 
not the criminal- These- pro¬ 
posals are tough. And they 
should be. Thev are needed to 


protect the public and to build 
a safer Britain." 

The key measures are: 

Automatic life sentences for 
second time serious violent or 
sexual offenders. 

Minimum seven-year jail sen¬ 
tences for traffickers in category 
A hard drugs convicted for a 
third time. 

Three year minimum prison 
terms for three-time burglary of¬ 
fenders. 

Scrapping automatic early 
release through good behaviour. 

Professor Andrew Ruther¬ 
ford. chairman of the Howard 
League said: “This model of 
mass incarceration has brought 
no discernible end to the crime 
problem in the US”. 

Penal reforms, page 4 
Michael Howard, page 21 
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news 

Forces combine 
in bunker HQ 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 

Michael Portillo, the Secretary 
of State for Defence, yesterday 
inaugurated the new military 
command which from this sum¬ 
mer will run operations by all 
three armed services. 

Operations like those in 
Bosnia, the Gulf War and the 
Falklands - and planning for 
other possible crises - will be 
controlled from a refurbished 
bunker, deep underground 
alongside the Navy’s head¬ 
quarters at Northwood, in Mid¬ 
dlesex. 

The creation of the Perma¬ 
nent Joint Headquarters 
(PJHQj, a single command to 
plan and execute operations in 

peacetime is a first in British 
military history. Until now, 
combined operations by the 
Navy the Army, and, later, the 
RAF. have been cobbled to¬ 
gether in crises, often with dis¬ 
astrous results, like Gallipoli in 
1915 and Dieppe in 1942. Even 
after the creation of a unified 
Ministry of Defence, the ser¬ 
vices' operational commands re¬ 
mained separate. 

The Naval headquarters at 
Northwood directed the Falk- 
lands War in 1982. The RAFs 
headquarters at High Wycombe 


directed the Gulf War in 1991 
and the Land Command head¬ 
quarters at Wilton, near Salis¬ 
bury. has been controlling 
British operations in Bosnia. 
The new joint command will 
monitor potential crises and 
plan to meet them, and take 
charge if British military inter¬ 
vention is thought necessary. 

The idea is not only to im¬ 
prove response time - which 
could forestall a tragedy like 
Rwanda - but also to increase 
the efficiency of running a com¬ 
plex campaign. 

The PJHQ's first commander 
is a soldier. Lieutenant Gener¬ 
al Christopher Wallace, but his 
350 staff include people from all 
three services, civil servants 
and foreign officers. Commands 
at Northwood, Wilton and High 
Wycombe wilJ remain in charge 
of providing combat-ready 
forces, but putting the package 
together wiQ be a job for the 
PJHQ. For the first time it will 
combine planning in “peace¬ 
time” with ihe execution of mil¬ 
itary operations - a recognition 
that “peace” and “war” func¬ 
tions are being increasingly 
merged. 

The join] headquarters wQ) 
lake charge of operations in 
Bosnia on L August, after a pe¬ 
riod of preparation. 



First in line: Army, navy and air force personnel on parade at the opening of the new joint forces HQ at Northwood Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


Clarke in warning to Euro-sceptics 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

Kenneth Clarke, the Chancel¬ 
lor, yesterday confidently pre¬ 
dicted that there would be no 
more “salami slicing” of the gov¬ 
ernment's European policy and 
that his assent to a single cur¬ 
rency referendum pledge would 
be the last concession to the 
Euro-sceptics before the general 
election. 

Mr Clarke's clear warning to 
the party's Euro-sceptics came 
after the Cabinet agreed to 
promise in the Tory manifesto 
that a Tory Cabinet would not 
enter a single currency in the 
next Parliament without putting 
it to the British people in a ref¬ 
erendum. 

Malcolm Rifkind, the Foreign 


Secretary, ydstenday announced 
the Cabinet's long awaited de¬ 
cision to promise a referendum 
and confirmed that it would only 
take place ifthe Cabinet had al¬ 
ready derided to join EMU, that 
it would belpul first to ftirlia- 
ment. and ^hat if it happened 
Cabinet members would have to 
campaign far a yes vote or re¬ 
sign. j 

Mr Clarke did not deny that 
he might ha/e resigned had he 
not secured the conditions un¬ 
der which| the referendum 
pledge was announced and took 
public comfort from the fact 
that the derision demonstrated 
the government was still “con¬ 
templating” the possibility of a 



Euro-players: Malcolm Rifkind (left) and Giles Racfice 


immediately greeted the deci- 
going into tbe-smglc ecxreney --iPtm^as-riK^ mug -t h ere - 
in the next Parliament. ' tic or-no chance ofenteriqg a 
Whijp, sdme Euro-sceptics singfe currency in the next ttir- 


liaraent, Mr Rifkind under- 
linedMr Clarke’s point bjrfirnf- 
Jy repeating that there was .no 
chance of the Government sid¬ 


ing out EMU membership in 
the next Parliament 

And in a sign that a pro¬ 
longed referendum campaign 
could start almost immediate¬ 
ly, the all -parly European 
Movement insisted they would 
win the arguments as they had 
done in the 1975 poll on 
whether Britain had been right 
to join the Community. 

At a hastily convened news 
conference held within hours of 
the announcement of the Cab¬ 
inet's decision on a referendum, 
the Movement declared: “If 
it’s right, well fight.” 

Chairman Giles Radice, a 
Labour MP, said: “We have 
nothing to fear from a referen¬ 
dum. It will only happen if the 
timing and the terms are right 
and in those circumstances,we. 


believe the British people will 
recognise the benefits.” 

Mr Clarke was unrepentant, 
about his opposition to a ref¬ 
erendum, bat added: “I have 
not changed my well-known 
views on referenda." ; • 

He said Pa rliament had tak¬ 
en “more imp o r t an t decisions 
than thiswithout them bemg re- 
ferred to a referendum". 

' Bat he supported the deri¬ 
sion to hold a referendum in 
these particular cfrcumstances- 
because the Government would 
have no pre date for entering 
a single currency after the gen?. 
eral electron. 

He stressed: “I do not think 
the referendum should play a 
part-in thff.oxdmary W^cai t 
process of this country:^ 
Pressed on whether he. had 


nonskfe raH resi g nin g , Mr Clarke 
said: “This is a collective deci¬ 
sion on which we have all 
agreed and there is certainly no 
dissent.” He said the move en¬ 
dorsed the only “sensible poli¬ 
ty” for the Government. 

“We can conceive of cir¬ 
cumstances where it would be 
in our national interest to join 
a single currency. We can con¬ 
ceive of circumstances where it 
might not. That's an open 
question and it could go either 
-way 

1 Mr Rifkind said the wording 
of the referendum would be a 
“simple neutral question” and 
a simple majority of those vot¬ 
ing would be taken as confir¬ 
mation of Parliament's decision. 

Leading article, page 20 
Andrew Marr, page 21 


Hogg defends bid to end beef ban 


COLIN BROWN 
and SARAH HELM 

Douglas Hogg last night angri¬ 
ly defended his handling of the 
BSE beef crisis and condemned 
Britain's European partners for 
not lifting the worldwide ban on 
the export of British beef that 
threatens thousands of jobs. 

The Agriculture Minister 
returned to the Commons after 
a humiliating failure to secure 
EU agreement to Lift the ban at 
a marathon meeting of Euro¬ 
pean ministers in Luxembourg. 

Britain was told it will have 
to take more radical action to 
get the ban lifted when the min¬ 
isters next meet on 29 ApriL The 
Government has agreed to 
slaughter 4.5 million cows aged 
over 30 months when they have 
ceased production. 


This could take six years to 
complete. 

In a desperate attempt to 
restore consumer confidence, 
none of the condemned beef 
will be allowed into the food 
chain. Mr Hogg conceded he 
may be forced to go further by 
ordering the selective slaughter 
of productive herds to meet the 
European demands for the 
immediate slaughter of herds 
with BSE. That could mean de¬ 
stroying an extra one million 
cows, threatening milk pro¬ 
duction. Ministers are seeking 
ways of reducing the impact 

Carcasses will be stored 
until they can be destroyed in 
incinerators. An extra 30 in¬ 
cinerators may be needed and 
Mr Hogg is working on the op¬ 
tions with Environment Secre¬ 
tary John Gumraer. But officials 


dismissed reports that beef 
could be burned as fuel in 
power stations. 

The Government has also 
been forced to make a U-turn 
by accepting retailers' demands 
for a quality assurance scheme 
- probably with a kite mark - 
to reassure customers that beef 
is from BSE-free herds. Mr 
Hogg was accused by Gavin 
Strang. Labour's shadow min¬ 
ister for agriculture, of return¬ 
ing with a deal which was the 
“worst of all possible worlds". 

The anger of Tory MPs was 
deflected at Britain's European 
partners, but John Major and 
Michael Heseltine, the deputy 
Prime Minister, sat alongside 
Mr Hogg to try to shore up his 
position in the Cabinet Senior 
Tory MPs were privately pre¬ 
dicting be would be sacked in 


the next reshuffle for his nego¬ 
tiating failure. 

Meanwhile, officials in Brus¬ 
sels suggested the government’s 
failure to produce convincing 
BSE eradication measures at 
the Luxembourg farm council 
have probably set back the 
chances of lifting the export ban 
by several weeks. 

■ World medical, scientific and 
veterinary experts said yester¬ 
day that there is “minimal” 
risk of mad cow disease being 
passed to humans as long as 
strict abattoir procedures are 
followed. They also said that 
milk and gelatine pose no risk. 

The backing at a World 
Health organisation conference 
in Geneva, Switzerland, will be 
seen as a vindication by the 
Government in its attempt to 
start exporting beef again. 


Coach company wins 
Gatwick franchise 
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AN D AT A CIN EISA A N EAR YOU 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport correspondent 

New trains and an increase in 
services were promised yester¬ 
day by National Express, the 
coach company which has 
become the new private oper¬ 
ator of the Gatwick Express link 
between the airport and Lon¬ 
don's Victoria Station. 

The coach operator which 
beat off rival bis from Richard 
Branson's Virgin group and a 
joint British Airways-train 
mangement team to operate the 
service, will start running the 
line later in (he spring. 

It has promised to maintain 
the 15 minute frequency on the 
tine and plans to extend it from 
the current schedule of530am 
to 930pm. By next year. Na¬ 
tional Express says it will run a 
15 minute frequency from 5am 
to midnight, and will also run 
an hourly service throughout the 
night on an experimental basis. 


National Express has been 
given a 15 year franchise for the 
line, subject to providing new 
tr ains by the year 1999. Other¬ 
wise, the franchise will revert to 
a seven year deal. Currently the 
line is operated with locomo¬ 
tives dating back to the 1960s 
hauling 1970s coaches, but new 
trains would be electric coach 
units. 

On wfaat is expected to be the 
only profitable line of the 25 
franchises. National Express 
will pay the Government £4.6m 
in the first year of operation, ris¬ 
ing to £33.6m in the year 2010/1. 
The operators pay the lowest av¬ 
erage track access charges on 
the whole rail network and do 
not run any stations. Unlike oth¬ 
ers, it is possible for the service 
to be run at a profit. 

Fares are likely to be in¬ 
creased in order to meet the 
financial target of increased 
payments to the franchising 
director as, unlike on other 


lines, they are not subject to reg¬ 
ulation. Fares on he competing 
Network SouthCentral services 
are controlled and are cur¬ 
rently £3.40 cheaper for a sin¬ 
gle journey between London 
and the airport. 

One disgruntled, rival bidder 
expressed surprise at the high 
level of the National Express 
bid. He said: “I don't believe 
that's a competitive bid.” 

National Express declined 
yesterday to say whether any 
cuts in the 300 staff would be 
made. The company is also the 
preferred bidder to run the 
Midland Main Line between 
London St Pancras and 
Sheffield. 

Labour Transport spokesman 
Brian Wilson said public in¬ 
vestment had created a prof¬ 
itable modem route in the 
Gatwick Express: “There is no 
advantage to passengers or tax¬ 
payers in banding it over to a 
bus company.” 


12-lane M25 plan leaked 


The controversy over plans to 
widen the M25 reopened yes¬ 
terday when a leaked Depart¬ 
ment of Transport press release 
revealed part of the motorway 
will become 12 lanes, writes 

Christian Wolmar. 

The scheme, due to be an¬ 
nounced by the the Transport 
minister, John Watts, in a press 
release dated 11 April involves 
almost £l00m being spent on 
widening the M2S between 
junction 12 (M3) and .14 (A3J 33 
to Heathrow Terminal 4). Most 
controversially, between junc- 1 


Lion 14 and 15 (M4), there will 
be six lanes on each side of the 
motorway. This is the section 
nearest the planned Terminal 
Five, currently subject of a pub¬ 
lic inquiry. It would become the 
only part of Britain’s motorway 
network wider than eight lanes. 

A year ago, Brian Mawhin- 
ney, the then transport secre¬ 
tary, shelved plans to widen the 
motorway to 14 lanes because 
of local opposition. 

The Government says it does 
not need a public inquiry for the 
scheme because it can be car¬ 


ried out within existing hi ghw ay 
boundaries. Comments have 
to be submitted by 3 July. 

Chris Fisher of Flame, which 
co-ordinates opposition to the 
plan, said: “This is a complete¬ 
ly fotfle plan. The road would 
not be built until around 2000 

at the earliest, and would be fol¬ 
ly occupied by 2010, which sug¬ 
gests they would then fry to 
widen it again.” Labour's 
spokesman on roads, Graham 
Alien, said: “They are wasting 
£100m on a plan to widen a road 
that will become obsolete.” 
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Former prison chiefs .- 
plans tribunal figfir 

The. governor of Parkhiu|£. 
Prison at the tune three day-* 

gerousfifeprisonOTesc2apedTS^ ? 

taking a case for constructive •• 
dis missal against the Home 
Office loan industrial tribun&O 
The tribunal could hear eVl- 
dr*oe from Home Secretary • 
Michael Howard, former Prison ; ; 
Serv^ chief Derek Lews and. "; ,' 
others involved in John 
riotfs removal from Parkhufsfx- j 
after the escape last year. The'ry 
lifers were recaptured five days 
later after a security operation; 
costing £750,000. The affair^? 
also triggered Mr Lewis’s con-; 1 
troversial removal from his job- ;J 
and the downgrading of -.' 
phrkhmst from its top security * 
status, with the loss of 150 jobs- -=■ 

Rugby claim ruling 

Judgment was reserved yester¬ 
day in the £1 million High 

Court damages action brought : 

by a young rugby player left ‘ 
paralysed after a scrum col¬ 
lapsed. Ben Smoldon, 21, of Sut¬ 
ton Coldfield, West Midlands, ■ 
has been in a wheelchair since 
the under-19 Colts game in , 
October 1991 between SuttrSh 1 
and Burton on Trent and claims 
that the match referee Michael 
Nolan and Burton tight-head 
prop, Thomas Whitworth, were 
liable for his injuries; Mr 
Justice Curtis will not give his 
mting before April 16. 

Smile, please 

Karen Taylor, a 26-year-ol4 v , 
from Wolverhampton, is hoping^: •’ 
to raise £40.000 for an opiSrlSj 

lion in Canada to put a smile oii£ 

her face. A surgeon therefc 
Ronald Zuker, has pioneered 
surgery for the rare condition 
called Moebius Syndrome-'"'- 
which prevents sufferers from 
giving even the slightest grin: 

£825,000 damages' 

A doctor who advised against a '- 
measles vaccination was or¬ 
dered to pay £825,000 damages 
to the parents of a teenager who 
suffered brain damage after '* 
she caught the disease in 1987: - 
Dr Justin Blake James advised- '• 
Terence and Anne Thomson, of 
Famham, Surrey, that because - 
their daughter. Emma, now 14; 
had a history of convulsions, it 
would be better not to vaccinate • 
her. Mr Justice Gage said in the - 
High Court that Emma could : • 
haw been vaccinated if special' 
jrecautions were taken and 
bund the GP negligent. " : ‘ 

Portrait artist’s will';!.'. ■ 

HonorEari, portrait painter and - '* 
niece of the writer'Somerset ; 
Maugham, has left more than- 
£550,000 in her will. The artist,' 
who died m February, aged 94; " 
was known for her pastel por- •> 
traits of eminent people, UK-* 
eluding four generations of the y 
Royal family. 

Gold ‘courier’ jailed .!; 

A jeweller who helped smug-:-'- 
gle nearly £20 million worth of-' * 
gotd into Britain during an - 
operation involving a former 
policeman and his police offi¬ 
cer daughter, was jailed for 
three and a half years at 
Knightsbridge Crown Court 
yesterday. Surinde r Kumar, wjis 
described as a “prolific courieif" 
in the 19-montn swindle. * 

Oxfam man killed 

A British Oxfam worker hfiy 
been shot dead in an ambush ih : -'- 
Angola. Chris Seward, 46, from- 
Essex, was one of three aS<J‘- -■ 
workers (tilled by gunmen ontf 
road that had been declared - - : 
safe by the United Natto®.-’'' 
They were travelling in a Ub£ 
vehicle on the road from 
Benguela to Cubal when the"- 
gunmen struck. i: 
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Chernobyl “not to blame’ for island cartes 


LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor 

A preliminary inquiry into a pos¬ 
sible association between the 
Chernobyl nuclear disaster and 
a rise in cancers on a Scottish 
island has ruled out a causal link 
pending further analysis. 

Hie Western Isles Health 
Board said yesterday there had 
been no rise in the number of 
cancer cases and those that 
had been diagnosed were not 
radiation-induced. 

However, a more detailed in¬ 


vestigation of the-cancers on 
Benbecuia in the Outer He¬ 
brides i$ now underway and will 
be published before the end of 
the month, the Board said. 

The study followed a report 
in the Independent on Sunday in 
which a local GP had said that 
the number of cancers diag¬ 
nosed had tripled in 18 months. 

Dr Francis Tierney had sug¬ 
gested that radioactive fallout 
from the Chernobyl explosion in 
1986 could be a factor in a small 
population whose diet was de¬ 
pendent on home-grown food. 


- - The radioactive cloud gen¬ 
erated by the disaster passed 
over the islands at a time of 
heavy rain. Local people re¬ 
ported a red dust fell at the time. 

Dr Tierney stressed that the 
Chernobyl hypothesis was just 
one among several worthy of in¬ 
vestigation to explain 19 eases in 
an 18-month period compared 
withan expected figured about 
six. The type of caqceis - ag¬ 
gressive adenocarcinomas or 
solid cell-tumours of the diges¬ 
tive tract and the lung - were also 
a cause for concern. 
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%es on the sky 

for lunar eclipse 




; Moon's orbitj Earth 
i around Earth; . . 


CHARLES ARTHUR 
Science Correspondent 

"i 

It has teen seen as a portent of 
d(»m for thousands of years 
Butlast night the lunar eclipse* 
far^from being a moment of 

^ T for 

thousands of amateur as¬ 
tronomers to turn their eyes and 
binoculars to the skies. 

The fidl moon was due to be 
** *** *** hours, starting 
at lOJppriL aused by the moon 
moving mto the shadow cast in 

_li__ 


space by the Earth. For those 
who missed it our graphic ex¬ 
plains what happened. 

A lunar eclipse, which can 

only occur during a foil moon, 

usually takes place about three 
times a year but last night’s was 
particularly visible. 

During such an eclipse, the 
moon may appear to turn cop¬ 
per or orange, or to black out 
altogether. The colouring effect 
is caused by the sun’s ravs be¬ 
ing bent by the Earth’s atmos¬ 
phere. The effect can be seen 



with the naked eye, though 
binoculars or a small tripod- 
mounted telescope enhance 
the sight. 

Meanwhile, the comet 
Hyakutake - another harbinger 
of misfortune, according to 


The Sun's rays are i 
: retracted by the 
. Earth's atmosphere ' 


some - was visible in the north¬ 
west sky. Although the comet 
was fading and was lower in the 
sky than it has been, the eclipse 
would have made it easier to 
see. 

The sight of the moon “turn- 


Inner dark 
jshadow i 
! (umbra) ' 


mg to blood” instilled fear and 
dread into ancient peoples, and 
even in more recent times. 

In biblical d3ys, a lunar 
eclipse was believed to have her¬ 
alded the death of King Herod, 
while in ancient Japan men 


The Moon’s journey 


O lUlpm April 3 

Moon enters the umbra 

0 12.26am, April 4 

Total eclipse begins as 
Moon enters complete 
shadow of Earth 

0 2J59am, April 4 

Moon leaves the umbra 


would lie on the ground and 
howl like dogs to ward off its 
evil effects. 

Lunar eclipses first helped 
astronomers to work out that 
the Moon and Earth moved in 
elliptical, rather than circular. 


orbits. Nowadays, miniscule 
changes in their timing, com¬ 
pared to predictions, help 
to demonstrate that the Moon 
is very gradually moving 
away from the position of the 
Earth. 


Easter travel: Supermarket chains put up price of fuel as holidaymakers head for foreign destinations 

Petrol to 
rise by 2p 
but Shell 
holds back 


ROB CRANE 

As Britain geared up for the 
busy Easter weekend the stakes 
were raised again yesterday in 
the-petrol price war. 

Following increases an¬ 
nounced throughout the in¬ 
dustry this week one of the UK’s 
largest petrol companies. Shell, 
saidyesterday that it has “no im¬ 
mediate plans” to raise prices. 

The increases were led by 
Tesco who put the cost of their 
petrol up 2p a litre on Monday. 
Other supermarket chains, in¬ 
cluding Salisbury's and Safe¬ 
way, have introduced similar 
rises. BP has also increased 
"he cost of its petrol. 

* A Shell spokesman said: 
“The price of crude is at an all 
time high bur we’re not putting 
those rises through to the mar¬ 
ket 'We've taken a commercial 
decision and our competitors 
have gone the other way." 

Esso are basing their prices 
in individual stations on those 
of local competitors. June 
Harper, the company’s planning 
and economics manager, said: 
“We do not set prices, nor do 
we undercut- Our aim is to be 
normally unbeatable by match¬ 
ing price levels set by competi¬ 
tors in local markets.” 


The rises mark the end of a 
price war between petrol com¬ 
panies which began at the start 
of this year. A BP spokesman 
said that prices have fallen by 
approximately 3p a litre since 
January. 

A spokesman for Tesco com¬ 
mented: “We expect these price 
increases to be reflected across 
the industry." 

Meanwhile, over a milli on 
people will this weekend be 
heading abroad for Easter, with 
airports reporting an increased 
number taking long haul breaks 
to the Caribbean, America and 
the Far East. 

The number of people leav¬ 
ing the country is expected to 
be around 15 million, 250.000 
more than a year ago, accord¬ 
ing to the Association of British 
Travel Agents. 

ABTA president. Colin Trig¬ 
ger, said: “The miserable win¬ 
ter weather has prompted many 
people to seek out the sun." 

A spokeswoman for Gatwick 
airport confirmed: “America 
and the Caribbean are popular 
destinations this Easter, as well 
as the more traditional Mediter¬ 
ranean sunspots. People seem 
to be venturing much further 
afield this year." 

Gatwick is expecting to han- 
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die 380,000 passengers between 
today and Easter Monday - a 
15 per cent increase compared 
to fast year - with 78,000 peo¬ 
ple expected to fly on Sunday. 

A further 500,000 are pre¬ 
dicted to depart from Heathrow 
in the seven days from yester¬ 
day, while Manchester and 


Birmingham airports are ex¬ 
pecting almost 130,000 passen¬ 
gers between them. 

Eurostar, the Channel tunnel 
high-speed train company, is 
confident services from Water¬ 
loo to Paris and Brussels will be 
unaffected by two 24-hour 
strikes threatened by mainte¬ 


nance workers at Its west Lon¬ 
don depot. 

Ferry companies are pre¬ 
dicting around 350,000 passen¬ 
gers. Stena expects at least 
115,000 on its Dover-Calais 
run over the weekend; P&O Eu¬ 
ropean Ferries are predicting 
135,000 passengers. 


Those staying in the UK were 
warned to expect delays on the 
roads. A spokeswoman for AA 
Roadwatch said: “Last weekend 
the traffic was much busier 
than usual so we expect some 
people may have gone away al¬ 
ready, but there will still be the 
same mass exodus today." 


Motorists were urged to 
check their vehicles before trav¬ 
elling. “Last Easter we rescued 
60,000 people who had broken 
down. We’re urging people to 
help themselves by doing a few 
basic checks, such as oil, lights, 
battery level, tyres, electronics 
and of course fuel." 


Girl, 6, killed as rope 
snaps from towed car 


A syr-vear-old girl died after a 
car being towed broke free and 
crashed into a bus shelter yes¬ 
terday. Natalie Potts, who was 
with her mother and older 
brother, was trapped between 
the Ford Fiesta and the shelter 
in Sunderland, Tyne and Wear. 

A.crew from nearby Grindon 
Fire .Station pushed back the car 
and they and paramedics earned 
out emergency first aid before 
Wie-was taken to Sunderland 
General Hospital, but she died 

later- „ ,, . 

Her mother, Mrs Mandy 
Potts, 26, and brother Christo¬ 
pher. seven, were treated for 
shock and minor cuts but were 
later able to return to their 
home in the city. 

Police said the Fiesta was be¬ 
ing towed along Hylton ftoad 
when the rope snapped, with 
the car mounting the pave¬ 
ment and smashing into the 

^The fire station officer, Dave 


Ford, said: “When we arrived 
there were quite a few people 
lying around injured ana we re¬ 
alised Che young girl was seri¬ 
ously hurt, so we immediately 
directed our first aid towards 
her. 

“We got resuscitation equip¬ 
ment to her then moved the car 
back to give us more room. Fire¬ 
men and ambulancemen 
worked on her for a while then 
when we thought it was right, 
she was taken to hospitaL" 

Natalie’s father, Gary Hodg¬ 
son, 31. who is unemployed, 
said: “Natalie was a joy to have 
around. She was any man's 
perfect daughter. I can’t believe 
she’s gone. 

“I was doing some work for 
a friend in another part of town 
when my brother-in-law came 
and said Natalie had been hurt 
and W3S in hospital. I just 
dropped everything and went 
with him to the hospital. 

“I tried to go down the cori- 


door to see her because 1 didn't 
know then exactly what had 
happened but a nurse guided 
me mto a side room and they 
told me what had happened. 

“I still can't believe she isn’t 
with us anymore. Fm just numb. 

“Mandy was taking the kids 
out around the town for a few 
hours. It was the first day of the 
school holidays and they were 
excited about being off for 
Easter. 

“Mandy told me that Natal¬ 
ie was at her side running 
around in a little circle. She 
must have been excited about 
going to the shops. 

“Then this car came along be¬ 
ing towed by another. It 
swerved and then veered 
straight at them. 

“She didn’t have a chance. 
Mandy was just behind the bus 
stop and nude a grab for Na¬ 
talie but it was too late. 

“Thankfully Mandy and 

Christopher weren’t too badly 



US and Japanse bio-tech 
firms grab DNA patents 


Natalie Potts: 4 She was a 
perfect daughter’ 

hurt. Mandy is in a state of to¬ 
tal shock and Christopher bas 
some nasty cuts around his 
mouth and had a chunk of 
glass removed from his hand. 

“They are back home with 
me but they are inconsolable. It 
hasn’t sunk in with Christopher. 

“I asked if he wanted to go 
down to see her after they had 
cleaned her up ... bat he said 
he didn’t want to see her." 

The police appealed for wit- 
nesses to the incident. 


TOM WILKIE 

Science Editor 

More than a thousand human 
geDes - each present in almost 
everyone on the planet - are 
dow the commercial property of 
US and Japanese pharmaceu¬ 
tical companies, according to a 
survey published in the scientific 
journal Nature today. 

The Japanese and the Amer¬ 
icans have an overwhelming 
hold on the ownership of human 
DNA - the molecular messen¬ 
ger of heredity - according to 
a team led by Dr Sandy Thomas 
at Sussex University, Brighton. 

The US and the European 
Patent Offices have granted 
1.175 patents on human DNA 
sequences between 1981 and 
1995. Japanese and US com¬ 
panies have grabbed most of 
them. Not one European Union 
pharmaceutical company ranks 
among the top 10 DNA patent 
owners, the survey found. 


The patenting of DNA se¬ 
quences has proved controver¬ 
sial because it pitted scientists 
committed to expanding the 
frontiers of human knowledge 
against commercial enterprises 
that want to exploit their find¬ 
ings by charging royalties for 
anyone who wants to make use 
of basic information on the 
messages encoded in DNA 
Japan’s Takeda has 63 
patents, followed by Genentech 
and Immunex of the US with 41 
and 23 respectively. The only 
European companies in the 
top 10 are Swiss concerns, Hoff- 
man-LaRoche and Gba-Geigy, 
with 34 between them. “Amer¬ 
ican and Japanese firms start¬ 
ed off with a more aggressive 
patenting strategy than Euro¬ 
pean concerns, which got into 
bio-tech later and are lagging 
behind,” Dr Thomas saia 
Public debate over the ethics 
of patenting DNA has grown in 
intensity in the past three years 


as the pace of research has 
quickened. Last year, the Eu¬ 
ropean Parliament vetoed a di¬ 
rective which would have eased 
the path for EU companies to 
the patenting of human DNA 

Many groups remain funda¬ 
mentally opposed to the own¬ 
ership of what they see as an 
inviolable common heritage of 
humanity. Companies, on the 
other hand, regard patenting as ' 
essential to the successful mar¬ 
keting of novel therapies based , 
on specific DNA sequences. On 
commercial grounds, “that Eu¬ 
rope’s share of these patents is 
so small is a serious cause for 
concern,” Dr Thomas said. 

The EU has spent some 
75 million ECU {$34m) on bio¬ 
technology projects, but has 
a stronger commitment to the 
early release of human data into , 
the public domain than to ; 
creating a legal environment 
that encourages proprietary 
patenting. 
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news 

Faulty 
diagnosis 
led to 
toddler’s 
death 


RAUL FIELD 

A 23-month-old child who died 
on an operating table after be 
was taken to four hospitals in 
eight hours could have sur¬ 
vived had the correct diagnosis 
been made, an inquest heard 
yesterday. 

Robert Benton died of acute 
bronchilitis. which kills only 1 
per cent of child sufferers, 
Birmingham Coroner’s Court 
was told. 

But he had been operated for 
on a suspected blockage to tbe 
windpipe, which Jed to his 
death. A paediatric pathologist, 
David Rushton, explained that 
the artificial ventilation per¬ 
formed by doctors during 
surgery had contributed to his 
death, on 7 June last year. 

His parents Julie Benton. 
23, and Timothy Dawes, 32, 
were told by tbe consultant 
chest surgeon. Joseph Khalil 
Maizouk, that Robert had died 
of trachea malaria, a congeni¬ 
tal disorder in which the carti¬ 
lage holding open the windpipe 
collapses. He said it was a birth 
defect that would have killed 
him sooner or later. 

Earlier, the couple had tak¬ 
en Robert to San dwell hospitaL 
near their home in Rowley 
Regis, West Midlands. Con¬ 
cerned at the “chaos" that they 
found in the casualty depart¬ 
ment, they drove him 10 miles 
to Good Hope hospital, in Sut¬ 
ton Coldfield. After a suspect¬ 
ed blockage to the airways, 
caused by a mucus plug or a for¬ 
eign body was diagnosed, he was 
transferred to 'Birmingham 
Children’s hospital. 

But on arrival no beds were 
available, so he was sent to 
Heartland Hospital for a bron- 
chostomy. Mr Maizouk, who 
performed the operation, said 
he made Robert apriority, but 
was unable to find a blockage 
obstructing his breathing. 

“On withdrawal of the bron¬ 
choscope it became dear there 
was a severe degree of tracheo 
malaria," he said. 

IBs condition was deterio¬ 
rating due to a tear in his left 
lung, which caused air to fill his 
body and his heart stopped 
twice. Despite efforts to resus¬ 
citate him, he died at 9.12 p.m. 

A pathologist. Dr David 
Rushton, said the artificial ven¬ 
tilation performed by the doc¬ 
tors contributed to his death. 
“I could not find any evidence 
of a congenital disease. The 
diagnosis of tracheo malaria was 
mistakenly entertained.” 

He said acute bronchilitis 
was the underlying cause of 
death but it was also due to the 
pneumothorax, a gap between 
the lung and the windpipe, 
which was prompted by the 
artificial ventilation. “The ef¬ 
fects of the treatment con¬ 
tributed materially to his 
death.” 

Roger Thomington, a con¬ 
sultant paediatric anaesthetist 
from the Alder Hey Hospital in 
Liverpool, called to give expert 
evidence, agreed the pneu¬ 
mothorax occurred during the 
treatment. He criticised Mr 
Maizouk for not inserting a 
chest drain, which would have 
removed air from the body and 
possibly saved his life. Earlier, 
the surgeon had insisted he 
ruled out the procedure because 
he had not known of the exis¬ 
tence of a pneumothorax. 

Dr Thornington accepted 
the need for a bronchoscopy 
because of the suspicion of a 
blockage to the windpipe. He 
said be was surprised the sur¬ 
geon and his two anaesthetists 
had diagnosed tracheo malaria. 

“It is unusual because the 
child had not shown any typical 
signs of the rare disorder such 
as a sharp cough," he said. 

The jury are expected to 
return a verdict today. 
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Penal reforms aimed at 


The Government's White Paper aims to 
let everyone know where they stand 

ucatucd MH. « The White Paper said: -We 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

Anyone who commits a second 
violent offence - no matter 
whether a rape or robbery and 
not necessarily the same type of 
offence - will automatically go 
to jail for life under the sweep¬ 
ing new sentencing changes 
announced yesterday. 

The Government’s white 
Paper Protecting the Public says: 
“Too often in the past those who 
have shown a propensity to 
commit serious violent or sex of¬ 
fences have served their sen¬ 
tences and been released only 
to offend again.- _ . 

It says that “too often victims 
have paid the price when the of¬ 
fender has repeated the same 
offences", but makes clear un¬ 
der “mix and match" arrange¬ 
ments that anyone with a 
previous conviction for any vi¬ 
olence, such as robbery, rape, 
attempted murder, wounding 
with intent and possession of a 
firearm with intent, will serve 
life if they are caught commit¬ 
ting any further violent offence. 

As well as life for repeat rape, 
sex offenders who commit un¬ 
lawful sexual intercourse with 

children under 13 will also be 
liable to life. 

Under the changes, dealers 
peddling hard drugs like hero¬ 
in and cocaine are likely to serve 
more than double the four- 
year average jaD term for a third 
conviction. 


The White Paper said: we 

are determined that those who 
persist in trading in human 
misery and ruined lives should 
oet the punishment they richly 
deserve - a very long prison sen¬ 
tence.*’ Anyone aged over 18, 
who is convicted on three sep¬ 
arate occasions, will automati¬ 
cally receive a minimum of 
seven years in jafl. Any previous 
convictions will count, includ¬ 
ing those acquired as a juvenile 
and those normally regarded as 
“spent" - usually after seven 
years. . 

AD trafficking offences wul be 
covered by the legislation, in¬ 
cluding supply, importation, 
manufacture, conspiracy, in¬ 
citement or aiding and abetting. 

The paper also contains plans 
to double the 18-month average 
sentence for the thousands of 
professional burglars with at 
least two previous convictions. 

It concludes: “Burglary is a 
pernicious and predatory crime 
and sadly one of the most com¬ 
mon offences. R>r old people in 
particular the fear of burglary 
and the distress it causes can 
have a devastating effect on 
their lives." 

However, only burglaries 
committed after the new law 
comes into force will count to¬ 
wards the mandatory three- 
vear minimum sentence for the 
criminal on his third separate 
break-in. A fourth or fifth court 
appearance will lead to a sen¬ 
tence “considerably higher” 
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Five years ago in the face of a 

rising tide erf crime, ti ff 9°^ 
ennneni decided that “prison 

was an expensive way of mak¬ 
ing bad people worse" ft em¬ 
barked on a programme or 

> i «i!j _—- MiintA n»l I II UltlOD 



rrfCT ■ 

for the most serious offencters- 
But minis ters soon realised 
that such sentiment was a vote 
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than the mandatory mi n i m u m . 
“Those who persist regardless 
will be taken out of circulation 
for a long time, thus protecting 
the public from their evil ac¬ 
tivities. The public is entitled to 
expect no less." 

The paper also plans to block 
a perceived loophole, under 
which those sectioned under the 
Mental Health Act, often con¬ 
sidered too ill to plead to an of¬ 
fence, can be released after 


treatment It proposes a new hy¬ 
brid order, allowing mixed sen¬ 
tences, so criminals can both 
receive hospital treatment and 
serve a jaD term. The pro posa l 
is designed to meetthe concerns 
of those working with disor¬ 
dered offenders, believed to 
suffer some kind of psycho¬ 
pathic disorder, who have been 
released into the community af¬ 
ter serving only a short sentence 
or after hospital treatment 


As well as the tough new 
minim um sentences, the White 
Paper plans to abolish 19th- 
century arrangements which 
allow offenders out of jafl on re¬ 
mission or parole after serving 
only half of the jafl sentence 
handed down by the court 
Inmates should in future 
serve the entire sentence hand¬ 
ed down by the courts - with a 
discount of only up to one fifth, 
earned by good behaviour. 


Under the plans, a prisoner 
serving 12 months or less c an 

earn up to six days a month off 

by co-operating with the prison 
regime. Those serving longer 
can earn three days try co- 


UL^iuuvm — --—- _ _ 

“positive good behaviour and 
hard work”. 

It concludes: “In future all 
those involved - offenders, 
judges and the public-will know 
exactly where they stand." 
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which want to see the remtro- 
dnetion of the death penalty. 

In just seven months the leg¬ 
islation was scrapped and the 
Government, anxious not to 
lose law-and-order groand to an 

increasingly “tougher on crane 
Labour front bench, performed 
a sharp U-turn and started on 
the “prison works” road now be¬ 
ing pursued with all his energy 
by Michael Howard. 

He estimates that Jus latest 
overhaul of sentencing policy 
will add another 10,800 to the 
prison population. 

Probation officers, penal re¬ 
form groups and others say the 
real figure is likely to be triple. 
They claim that by the beginning 
of the next century, the popula¬ 
tion behind bars will have soared 

from the present record level of 
53.941 to nearly 90,000. Proba¬ 
tion officers argue that9,000 bur¬ 
glars alone would be propelled 
into prison. Thousands more 
would serve longer penalties. 

The other huge hike in in¬ 
mates will come from the loss 
of remission, outlined in the 
White Paper. They argue that 
even under the threat of more 
limi ts on their powers, judges 
are unlikely to make a full dis¬ 
count for loss of remission 
when they send someone to jail 
for a new “honest” sentence. 

Either way, the plans will lead 
to a massive prison bufldmg pro¬ 
gramme. As well as the five new 
jails already in the pipeline, even 
under Mr Howard's best-case 
scenario, a further 12 jails each 
hnirimg 800prisoners and cost¬ 
ing more than £840m to build 
will be needed. Plus, the Prison 
Service's annual running costs 
will top£2bn a year. All the new 
j ails win be built, managed and 
ran by the private sector. 

The moves will again thrust 
the United Kingdom to the 
top of the European Union 
league for jailing the most peo¬ 
ple, although staffer sentencing 
policies bad recently brought 
France, Spain, Germany, Italy 
and others in line, all jailing be¬ 
tween 80 and 115 per 100,000 
head of population. However, 

Britain wfll still be far behind the 
United States, which jails near¬ 
ly 2 per cent of its adults. 

Yesterday, Mr Howard main¬ 
tained that his tougher sen¬ 
tences were responsible in part 
for the last three years' drop in 


oime levels, bm criminologists, 
probation officets, diurch lead¬ 
ers, judges and reform groups 
point to conflicting evidence- 

They say unreported crime, 
greater use of police cautioning 
and changes in reporting pro¬ 
cedures are distorting figures; 
that research suggests those 
punished and supervised m the 
community reoffend less of¬ 
ten’ and that what deters crime 
is not the threat of long sen¬ 
tences, but the threat of be mg q 
caught—and that is where any 
extra resources should be spent. 

They point to life Netheriands 

which, with a similar crime rate, 
incarcerates only half the nunv- 
ber, enabling families to stay to¬ 
gether and offenders to work 
thus giving stability shown to 
prevent reoffending. They point 
to an “inevitable” increase m 
costly court battles because erf 
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Michael Howard: Pursuing 
policies of incarceration 

a lack of incentive to plead 
guilty, to the risks of returning 
the mentally ill to jail and to the 
risks of encouraging, for exam¬ 
ple, a rapist to kill his victim be¬ 
cause the penalty would be the 
same whether she dies, or lives 
to give evidence. 

These arguments have been 
voiced eloquently by many, in¬ 
cluding Lord Taylor, the Lord 
Chief Justice. But they have 
been ignored because they car¬ 
ry little weight with a public 
which sees itself increasingly al 
risk of being a victim. 

However, pursuing an en¬ 
tirely prison-centred criminal 
justice policy is not without its 
risks. The recent return to 
prison overcrowding, cut-bads 
m education, regimes and wel¬ 
fare and, in some, squalid con¬ 
ditions provides exactly the 
same explosive ingredients that 
sparked the 1990 Strangeways ri¬ 
ots in Manchester. ,We are m 
danger of coming full cirde. 

Heather Mills 
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‘Miracle cure’; 
for violence is; 
still unproven 

US opinion is divided over ‘get-tough’; : 
sentencing, writes Rupert Cornwell^ 
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Three years after its introduc¬ 
tion as America’s latest miracle 
cure for violent crime, the case 
for “three strikes and you’re 
out” remains unproven. For its 
supporters, the first benefits are 
already apparent Detractors, 
however, say that the measure 
is unfair and in the long run, 
counter-productive. 

The fiist “three strikes“law, 
whereby a person convicted of 
a third felony is automatically 
sent to prison for life, was 
passed by the state of Wash¬ 
ington in 1993. California fol¬ 
lowed suit a year later, spurred 
by uproar over the death of Pol¬ 
ly Haas, a 12-year-old girl ab¬ 
ducted and murdered by a freed 
rapist In all, 15 states have sim¬ 
ilar measures on the statute 
book, while Georgia plans to 
bring in an even stiffer “two 
strikes and you’re out” law, 
effective from 1999, for certain 
offences. 

Even the Federal Govern¬ 
ment - whose jurisdiction cov¬ 
ers only 2 per cent of crimes 
committed in the US each year 
- has got into the act, with a 
“three strikes” proviso includ¬ 
ed in the Crime Bill passed by 
Congress in August 1994 and 
which has thus far affected 
some 20 cases. 

Whether it is effective, how¬ 
ever, is another matter. In Cal¬ 
ifornia, where “three strikes” 
has been a hotter issue than any¬ 
where else. Governor Fete 
Wilson claims it is a prime rea¬ 
son for two straight years of 
falling crime. Critics say that it 


merely distorts the judicial sy®: 
tern and makes an already over¬ 
loaded prison system even more 
unworkable. 

According to one study by a 
San Francisco legal institute,.tbe 
law hit twice as many marijua¬ 
na smokers as rapists, murder¬ 
ers and violent criminals 
combined. In now famous Cal¬ 
ifornia cases, convicts have re-_ 
cently been jailed for life after 
third offences of stealing two bi¬ 
cycles, and a slice of pizza. It 
also disproportionately affects 
African-Americans. “If you 
were writing a law to deliber¬ 
ately target blades, you could 
hardly do it better than ‘three 
strikes’,” one of the report^ 
authors said last month. 

Critics also daim that in the 
longer run, the measure will 
amply swell a national prison 
population of over 1 mflliou,;. 
three times as large as in 1980* 
to the point where an ageing, 
long-term prison population 
will turn some jails iruo okl peo¬ 
ple’s homes. A surge in police 
killings in California, mean--, 
while, suggests “three strikes” 
has an unintended consequence 
of prompting criminals facing 
arrest to resort to extreme 
means to avoid what would 
otherwise be a life behind bars: 

But for all its defects, the law 
is here to stay. Despite falling 
rates of violent crime in man? 
states and big cities, law and or¬ 
der remains one of the hottest 
political issues in the US. Wbe 
betide the candidate wfaosigU 65 
for its repeaL 
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Health Editor 

A trust hospital has won its le¬ 
gal battle to switch off the ven¬ 
tilator of a severely brain¬ 
damaged baby girl so that she 
can die in peace. 

Three-month old Baby C is 
unlikely to develop beyond the 
level of a SK-week-old and has 
,.F akfe expectancy of less than two 
years, according to doctors. Al¬ 
though she is not in a coma she 
is unable to breathe without the 
“f of a ventilator. She is also 
blind, deaf, and unable to re¬ 
spond to her parents who, to¬ 
gether with doctors and nursing 
staff, strongly supported the 
trust hospital's action. 

Sir Stephen Brown, president 
of the High Court Family Divi- 
aon, yesterdav described the 
flfee-hs “tragic"". He said that the 
jTpurte would not tell doctors 
lj.bw ito perform their clinical 
and professional duties but they 
tfere willing to help with the tak¬ 
ing of responsibility. 
j£ “It is quite clear from the ev¬ 
idence, which is unanimous, 
lhat the doctors, in the exercise 
t>f th$ir grave responsibility, 
41 consider that it is in the best 
interests of this little baby that 
she should now cease to be ar¬ 
tificially ventilated ... If she 
were to remain on the ma¬ 
chine, a deteriorating condition 
would follow, with "increasing 
pain and distress." Sir Stephen 
said. 

The judge said be bad no 
doubt that all those concerned 
“will exercise the greatest care 
iri dealing with what remains of 
her life". However, he declined 
) io make any general statement 
on how snnflar ethical dilemmas 
should be handled. He said 
that each case depended on its 
merits, especially when a child 
was a ward of court and any im¬ 
portant step in that child’s life 
required the leave of the court. 
Many moral, ethical and prac¬ 


tical problems were involved, 
“but I think we have to deal with 
particular cases on their par¬ 
ticular facts". 

Earlier, Michael Taylor, 
counsel for the hospital, said 
that Baby C was bora eight 
weeks prematurely on 2 Janu¬ 
ary' with a slow heart rate, res¬ 
piratory' distress, jaundice and 
hypothermia. 

At the age of two weeks she 
developed meningitis and suf¬ 
fered a seizure and septicaemia. 
She recovered but was left seri¬ 
ously disabled, unable to make 
spontaneous movements apart 
from convulsions. She now had 
severe shrinkage of her brain, Mr 
Taylor said, and she had devel¬ 
oped obstructive hydrocephalus, 
the build-up of fluid in the skull 
which would cause severe 
swelling unless relieved. 

No surgical treatment could 
restore her to health, be told the 
High Court, and her life ex¬ 
pectancy was between one 
and two years even with 
comprehensive medical and 
surgical intervention. 

“That treatment would be 
readily offered, as it is now, ex¬ 
cept for the concern of the doc¬ 
tors that it would be unfair to the 
baby [for it] to continue," Mr 
Taylor said. “It would be unfair 
because she would suffer distress , 
and pain..." j 

If her ventilator were I 
switched off and she was heav¬ 
ily sedated, doctors say she 
would die within an hour with¬ 
out pain. Doctors bad spoken 
to other paediatricians and con¬ 
sulted the parents. Mr Taylor 
added. “The view was taken by 
all concerned that it would be 
proper Cor the ventilator treat¬ 
ment to be withdrawn." 

Baby C is a ward of court and 
neither she or the hospital can 
be identified. She was repre¬ 
sented in court by counsel for the 
Official Solicitor, as guardian of 
her interests. Her parents were 
separately represented 


‘Beer baron’ is 
guilty of huge 
bootleg scam 


A “beer baron” was found 
guilty yesterday of master¬ 
minding Britain’s biggest cross- 
Channel bootlegging operation. 

Ellis Martin, who faces up to 
J4 years in jail, used a front com¬ 
pany and thousands of pages of 
bogus paperwork to flood 
Britain with nearly nine million 
cans of “super strength" lager. 

The crooked businessman 
kept hundreds of cash and car¬ 
ry outlets stocked with the beer 
for months, Southwark Crown 
Court was told. Prosecution 
counsel calculated that if the 
350,000 crates of beer revolved 
were stacked on top of one an¬ 
other they would create a jy 
mile high hangover . 

•The"court was told Martin 
hAd so much money leftover af¬ 
ter paying cash for a £170,000 
home and two Mercedes con¬ 
vertibles that he set up a prop¬ 
erty company to “clean up the 
rest of his ill-gotten gains- 

The jury, who spent 2 j hours 
over five days considering the 
evidence, convicted Martin, n, 
of Southgate, north London, ot 
five charges of cheating Cus¬ 
toms & Excise out of £7.75m 
duty and VAT betweeni No¬ 
vember 1993 and June 1994. 

<The managing director of a 

bonded warehouse. James 

White, 49, of High HalsijW 
Kent, was found guilt)' of two 
charges of evading duty- 

Martin's girlfriend and 
sistam Julie Court,-.7. an« 
chief salesman, Sukvmder 

Singh, 25, were cleared of two 
charges of evading duty. 

Oliver Sells OC for the pros- 
etutioa, told the juiy dunng the 
twtf and a half month trial that 


Martin was the “mastermind”. 
White, he said, provided reams 
of bogus paperwork for the 
swindle which claimed hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of cases of 
Carlsberg special brew, Ten- 
nenls Extra. Kestrel super and 
Hofrneister were destined for 
Russia, Nigeria and Gibraltar. 

Mr Sells said the fraud was 
made possible by the easing of 
customs checks after the 1992 
abolition of EU border controls. 

The first part of the seven- 
month operation involved col¬ 
lecting 27 lorry loads of duty 
free beer from a bonded ware¬ 
house in Walsall West Mid¬ 
lands, by claiming it was to be 
exported. But instead of taking 
it to a storage facility managed 
by White in Kent, it was sold 
directly to shopkeepers. 

Then, while awaiting sen¬ 
tence for a similar £180,000 
VAT and duty swindle for which 
he later received co mm u n ity 
sentence, Martin launched the 
second stage of the lucrative op¬ 
eration. This time he shipped 
250 lorry loads of beer to Calais 
where he had set up a front 
company, and then re-exported 
it back to Britain to sell on the 
open market. 

Mr Sells said Martin charged 1 

purchasers VAT and the 100 per 
cent duty that goes with high 
strength beers. He used the rash 
to buv three homes, a wme bar 
and another commercial prop¬ 
erty for a total of £lm. 

He was arrested after a three- 
month surveillance operation on 
both sides of the ChanneL 

Sentence was adjourned ana 
both men were remanded in 
custody. 
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Wrinkles and experience were 
forgotten yesterday as the orig¬ 
inal Railway Children arrived on 
a colourfuliy decorated steam 
| train for a day of nostalgia ai the 
Victorian station where the 
children's classic was filmed 26 
years ago. 

Jenny Agutter and Sally 
Thorasett, who played two of 
the three Edwardian children in 
the 1970 film, and Iain Cuth- 
bertson, who played their father. 


arrived to a rousing brass band 
reception at Oakworth station, 
Keighley, West Yorkshire. TTiey 
were welcomed with posies 
from children dressed m Ed¬ 
wardian costumes, and guards 
and porters dressed in original 
black and gold uniforms. 

Keighley & Worth Valley 
Railway Preservation Society in¬ 
vited the three actors to the sta¬ 
tion to unveil a Cinema 100 
plaque awarded by the British 


Film Institute to commemorate 
the film of the Railway Children 
in Lhe institute's 100th year of 
British cinema. The trio's arrival 
in a first class carriage of the 
train used in the film was a far 
cry from their Railway Children 
characters, who could only 
afford the cheapest seats. 

After listening to speeches 
from cinema and railway en¬ 
thusiasts and messages 'from 
some of the film's stars, in- 



Family affection: Iain Cuthbertson with screen daughters Salty Thomsett (left) and 
Jenny Agutter (Photograph: Guzelian) Left: As they were on film in the Railway Children 


eluding Dinah Sheridan and 
Bernard Cribbins, who could 
not be there, Ms Agutter spoke 
of her own love for the charm¬ 
ing Lionel Jeffries film. 


She said: “1 feel I don't real¬ 
ly deserve to be here because ii 
was such an enjoyable thing to 
be involved in." 

Sally Thomsett, who played 


Jenny’s younger sister, said: 
“Lionel Jeffries created some¬ 
thing innocent and wonderful... 
He made us feel like we were the 
raQwav children.” 
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On 3rd April 1996, Northern Rock Building 
Society announced its proposal to convert to 
a public company with its shares listed on the 
London Stock Exchange and to establish a 
Charitable Foundation, called Northern Rock 
Foundation to support charitable causes 
mainly, but not exclusively, in the North East 
of England. 

It is our intention ro seek our members’ 
approval to the proposals in Spring 1997. 

Within the next few days our members will 
receive a letter outlining the proposals and an 
explanatory Question and Answer leaflet. 

In addition, an Information Office has been 
established to deal with members’ enquiries. 

Please bear in mind, however, that for legal 
reasons we cannot provide any more 
information than is included in the leaflet. 

Members Information Office: 0345 448866 
(Calls are charged at local rate.) 





STRIP 


NORTHERN ROCK 

Northern Rock Building Society. Principal Office: Northern Rock House, Gosfonh, Newcastle upon Tyne NE3 4PL. 

Thu advertisement km been approved by Morgan Guaranty Trust Company of New York. (“J-P. Morgan"), which is regulated by the Securities and Futures Authority, for the purposes of section 57 of the Financial Sen-ices Ad 1986. The information 
. imhis advertisement b a Snmflurr. Full details m relation to the Society’s proposals to transfer its business to a specially formed successor company wil I he set out in the Transfer Document to he published in due course. This advertisement does not 
form part of any offer of seenriries or solicitation of any offer io buy or subscribe for any securities. Any derision on voting should be made only after consideration of. and on rbc ba*is of, mfnrmauon contained in the Transfer document. 
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Court backs 
women’s fight 
for clean beach 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 

Two mothers yesterday won an 
important battle in their legal 
campaign to get sewage debris 
including sanitary towels and 
condoms cleared from the West 
Country beach where their walk 
with their toddlers. 

A High Court judge ordered 
their local council to reconsider 
its decision not to issue an 
abatement order forcing South 
West Water to halt the contin¬ 
uous sewage pollution of the 
beach at Porthtowan near 
Redruth, Cornwall. 

Most of it comes from a 
short pipe three miles along the 
coast, which takes untreated and 
unscreened sewage from the in¬ 
land town of Camborne straight 
into the sea, dose inshore. 

The National Rivers Au¬ 
thority told the water company 
to install a screen on the pipe 
three years ago. But South 
West Vteter appealed against 
this order to John Guramcr. 
Secretary of Stale for the En¬ 
vironment, and he still has not 
taken a decision. 

Rachel Shelley. 21, and Sara 
Delaney, 29, obtained a judicial 


review against Garrick District 
Council’s refusal to issue an 
abatement order against South 
West W«er. 

The High Court heard that 
the beach was a “park and 
playground” for the mothers 
and their two toddler sons, 
both aged one, but solid items 
which bad dearly come from the 
sewer were washed up through 
the year. 

Their counsel argued that 
Carrick had a legal duty to 
crack down on the statutory nui¬ 
sance and littering this repre¬ 
sented. The council’s lawyers 
argued that it was entitled not 
to issue an abatement order be¬ 
cause the Secretary of State was 
already looking into the ques¬ 
tion of whether the pipe should 
have a screen on it. 

Mr Justice Carnwarth said 
Carrick “had failed to deal with 
the critical issue” of whether a 
health risk or public nuisance 
was being caused by the sewage 
debris being washed ashore “in 
an attractive bay and on a sandy 
beach”. 

A delighted Sara Delaney 
said; “Children have been de¬ 
nied their right to play on a 
dean beach. That was ulti¬ 


mately wby we brought and car¬ 
ried on with the case. Hopefully 
others will now take action, too, 
to have dean beaches." 

The judge said it was “ex¬ 
traordinary" that Mr Gwnraer 
had still not dedded on South 
West Water's appeal over in¬ 
stalling a screen. A copy of yes¬ 
terday’s ruling is being sent to 
the Environment Secretary. A 
spokeswoman for the depart¬ 
ment said there were complex 
issues involved. 

Last year South West Water 
settled out of court with a De¬ 
von mussel farmer who said 
sewage in the law and lorridge 
estuary had made his shellfish 
unfit for human consumption 
and destroyed his business. 

South West Water is spend¬ 
ing £lbn through the 1990s in 
cleaning up coastal discharges; 
that is why it has the highest wa¬ 
ter bills in Britain. 

Carrick District Council said 
it would be rapidly reconsider¬ 
ing its decision in the light of the 
court ruling. 

South West Water said it 
would wait and see what Car¬ 
rick decided, but accepted that 
at least some of the sewage 
came from its outfall. 



On the beach; A 14-year-old surfer, Justin Skelton, on the sands at Porthtowan in Cornwall 


Photograph; TimCuff- 
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Pre-loaded with 11 leading software titles including Compton's Encyclopaedia, 
Windows '95, Novell PerfectWorks, MS Money, Maxis Sun Gty Classics 


l 486 DX4-100 Processor 


l 8 Mb RAM expandable to 128 Mb 


NICOLE VEASH 

The girlfriend who inspired 
guitarist Jimi Hendrix's song 
“Foxy Lady” claimed victory 
yesterday over her Sixties rival 
who was found guilty of con¬ 
tempt by a High Court judge. 

Kathy Etchingham, nowa 49- 
year old doctor's wife and moth¬ 
er of two sons, said she hoped 
her battle with German-torn 
Monika Danneman, was over. 

Miss Danneman, 45, in 
whose London flat Hendrix 
was found dead from a drugs 
overdose in 1970, was found to 
be in contempt because she 
breached an undertaking that 
she would never repeat an al¬ 
legation that Mrs Etchingham 
was an “inveterate liar" about 
her life with the rock star. 

Miss Etchingham said Miss 
Danneman's book. The Inner 
Life of Turn Hendrix , broke the 
undertaking by painting her as 
an “inveterate liar" 

She said; “This is a victory for 
common sense and 1 am ab¬ 
solutely delighted. This has 
been an ongoing problem for 
me but I hope Lius is an ead to 
it now. 

“I was fed up that someone 
who only had a relationship with 
Jimi for three days claims she 
was engaged to him. It is ab¬ 
solutely bizarre that this has 
been going on for 26 years." 

Mr Justice French, who de¬ 
scribed Miss Etchingham as 
being “for two and a half years 


the girlfriend, in the modern 
sense of the word, of Jimi Hen¬ 
drix”, awarded her costs, esti¬ 
mated at £30,000. 

But he made no order to 
commit Miss Danneman to 
prison or pay a fine after hear¬ 
ing she was in poor health and 
living on very little money from 
selling her pointings of Hendrix. 

The battle between the two 
women goes back to the Sev¬ 
enties. In a series of News of the 
World articles, Miss FJehmghatn. 
claimed that Miss Danneman 
did not do enough to save Hen¬ 
drix after he died from an over¬ 
dose of sleeping tablets. Miss 
Danneman, of Seaford, East 
Sussex, wrote her libellous took 
in which she quoted Hendrix as 
saying that Mis Etchingham was 
a girl “who wffl cheat and lie for 
money”. 



Kathy Etctiingham: Delighted 
at victory for ‘common sense 
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DAILY POEM 


From The Unquiet Grave 

By Anon 

‘The wind doth blow to-day, my love. 

And a few small drops of min; 

I never had but one true-love 
In cold grave she was Jain. 

TU do as much for my true-love 
As any a young man may; 

III sit and mourn all at her grave 
For a twelvemonth and a day.' 

The twelvemonth and a day being up, 

The dead began to speak 
‘Oh, who sit weeping on my grave. 

And will not let me sleep ?' 

‘7 is I. my love, sits on yourgra\>e. 

And will not let you sleep; 

Fo ^ZT^r cb!<M ^ 

You crave one lass of my day-cold lips; 

_ Bui my breath smells earthy strong; ’ 

If you have one kiss of my clay-cold lips, 

Vburtime will not be long 

‘The stalk is wither'd dry, my love. 

So will our hearts decay; 

$° !!!?.% y° me V content, my love. 

Till God calls you away. ’ 

It is 20 years since Antonia Fraser’s graceful anthology Love 
Letters, and this month secs the reissue of an equally person¬ 
al collection of Scottish Love Poems (Canongate, £6.99) 
TJuse poems, like the letters, are gathered thematically; Cel- : 
e orations, Wooings. Longing and Waiting; Encounters, Ob¬ 
sessions, Laments, Fainthearts, Enduring Love and, in the case 
of tins poem, Warnings, The earliest poems date from the 16th 
century, but some translations from Gaelic indicate earlier ori¬ 
gins. There is good representation, too, of modern Scottish 
poets: Hugh MacDiarmid, Liz Lochhead, Douglas Dunn,' 
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Voyage of discovery: The Rose, which is due to leave Boston for Bristol next week 

Replica frigate on course 
for Atlantic crossing 


A crew of trainees is to help a 
replica of a historic British 
frigate make its first trans-At¬ 
lantic voyage. 

The Rose, the largest wood¬ 
en-hulled tall ship afloat, sets 
sail from the American port of 
Boston. Massachusetts, on 21 
April to visit more than a 
dozen destinations through¬ 
out Europe. 

The S1.5m (Lira) replica of 
HMS Rose, a 24-gun Royal 
Navy frigate from Nelson's era 
- begins her European journey 
at the end next month when she 
arrives at Bristol for the In¬ 
ternational Festival of the Sea. 

The three-masted square 
rigger will be supervised on the 
Atlantic crossing by expert 


sailors but crewed largely by 30 
trainees. The Rose is the only 
tall ship to have passed rigor¬ 
ous tests required for the US 
coastguards' certificate for a 
Class-A Sailing School vessel. 

The 500-ton ship acts as a 
floating ambassador for Con¬ 
necticut and her home port of 
Bridgeport. 

Captain Richard Bailey said: 
“U is time to show the flag in 
Europe. We have visited most 
ports on this side of the Atlantic 
from Bermuda to Newfound¬ 
land, and gained years of ex¬ 
perience of operating the ship 
in all conditions. 

“Rose is more than just an ex¬ 
ercise in historical make be¬ 
lieve. Our educational 


programmes range from high 
school classes to corporate 
team building seminars. 

“The challenge is real and so 
are the rewards. The sea can be 
just as cruel today as it was 200 
years ago.” 

The Rose was built more 
than 15 years ago in Canada 
and is a recreation of the type 
of frigate that helped the British 
defeat Napoleon. 

The original HMS Rose was 
built at Hull in 1757 and played 
a major pari in the blockade of 
the smugglers’ port of Newport, 
Rhode Island. 

Such was her fame that she 
is generally credited with being 
responsible for the formation 
of the American navy. 
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GLENDA COOPER 

Cheese pizzas that contain no 
cheese, “fresh" turkeys that 
have been frozen and “chicken” 
which contains pork are just 
three of the ways in which con¬ 
sumers are being ripped off by 
food producers, according to a 
new survey. 

The Consumers' Association 
reveals today that food pro¬ 
ducers are stamping on expen¬ 
sive ingredients by mixing them 
or swapping them with cheap¬ 
er ones. 

Labelling can also mislead 
consumers — food mentioned 
m the product name is not al¬ 
ways being contained in any 
quantity in the packet. 

In four government studies, 
95 out of 874 samples of 
breaded scampi, battered fish 
products, instant coffees or 
vegetable oils were thought 


to be illegally adulterated or 
falsely described. And a check 
by trading standards officers in 
Durham in May 1995 showed 
that 10 out of 11 pizzas exam¬ 
ined contained up to 95 per 
cent of a substitute “cheese” 
made of skimmed milk and 
vegetable oil. 

In Sheffield, a public analyst 
bought 16 “fresh” turkeys from 
shops or markets and found that 
five had been frozen. The birds 
were being sold for twice the 
price of frozen poultry — and 
could have been a health haz¬ 
ard if frozen again. 

Also in Sheffield, 13 out of 54 
samples of “minced beef” con¬ 
tained other meat such as lamb 
and pork. “HalaT meat also 
contained pork, which eventu¬ 
ally led to a £15,000 fine. And 
some market traders were sell¬ 
ing turkey meat as chicken. 

Meat often caused problems 


— in the United Kingdom 
“meat" can mean the flesh 
along with fat, skin, rind, gris¬ 
tle and sinew. The word “bam” 
can be used for a food which 
contains other ingredients. It 
may be highly processed and 
contain substances such as soya 
and milk protein. 

Food was not alone in caus¬ 
ing problems. In 1994 licensees 
at a pub in Humberside faced 
fines of £2300 for stocking 
adulterated drinks after trading 
standards officers found brands 
of whisky diluted by 12 and 13 
per cent water. 

The Food Safety Act, the 
Trades Description Act, the 
Consumer Protection Act and 
the Weights and Measures Act 
all aim to protea consumers by 
making it an offence to describe 
food in a misleading way. 

But the association says that 
legislation is not comprehensive 


enough and is subject to dif¬ 
ferent interpretations. 

It wants tinned products to 
give clear indication of drained 
weights, and says that added wa¬ 
ter should be declared. Ac¬ 
cording to the CA, more 
detailed labelling — quantita¬ 
tive ingredient declarations 
(QUID) should be introduced 
by Europe as soon as possible, 
and definitions for simple terms 
sucb as “meat” tidied up. 

The managing editor of 
Which? magazine Charlotte 
Gann said today: “Consumers 
have long had to cope with 
foods which aren't all they seem. 

“But food adulteration has 
now become more sophisticat¬ 
ed than ever before — and is 
harder to detect and prove. 

“The law has to be tightened 
up. If it were more effectively 
enforced, most of the problems 
would not exist-” 


Irish order triple murder inquiry 


ALAN MURDOCH 

Dublin 

An Irish government review is 
to investigate why steps were not 
taken to confine a triple mur¬ 
derer, Brendan O'Donnell, 
after he was diagnosed as psy¬ 
chotic at the age of 14. 

The County Clare man, aged 
22 received three life sentences 
on Tuesday for the murders in 


1994 of a 29-year-old mother, 
her baby son and a local priesL 

A Dublin psychiatrist. Dr 
Brian McCaffrey, said commu¬ 
nication problems ratber than 
a lack of resources were behind 
the failure to detea the danger. 

Police sources said a Dun¬ 
blane-type mass slaughter was 
only avoided by the fact that 
O’Donnell, who had a fascina¬ 
tion with guns, lacked weapons. 


O'Donnell's sister Ann- 
Marie said he was “raving" 
when be came back from Eng¬ 
land, where he had served a sen¬ 
tence in March 1994, a month 
before the killings. There were 
a series of incidents before 
O'Donnell killed Imelda Riney, 
her son, Liam, and the priest, 
Fr Joe Walsh, after forcing 
them at gunpoint into woods 
near Whilegate, County Clare. 


In one ina'dent O'Donnell 
had threatened an unarmed 
garda with a shotgun. 

The inquiry will focus main¬ 
ly on why B allin asloe mental 
hospital m County Galway re¬ 
leased O’Donnell only two 
weeks after he had stabbed his 
sister and threatened to attack 
her child, in 1992. His 53-day 
murder trial was the longest in 
Irish legal history. 


troops 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 

British troops in Cyprus who 
cause any trouble in bars and 
nightclubs will be sent back to 
Britain immediately and with¬ 
out warning, it was announced 
yesterday. 

The crackdown follows last 
week's conviction of three 
British soldiers for the murder 
of Danish tour guide Louise 
Jensen and is designed to try to 
restore the British forces' image 
with local people. 

The Army said yesterday it 
had always been its policy to 
send people home if they mis¬ 
behaved while serving abroad, 
but said extra measures were be¬ 
ing taken to remind soldiers of 
the need to show the highest 
standards of behaviour. 

The men from the Royal 
Green Jackets who clubbed the 
young woman to death were so 
drunk they could not remember 
where they hid the body. The 
horrific murder has shamed 
the Army, and its handling of 
the incident has also attracted 
criticism. Tlie commander of 
British Forces in Cyprus, Air 
Vice-Marshal Peter Millar, yes¬ 
terday began visiting bases to 
address all British soldiers, air¬ 
men and women on the island. 

The MoD said it had not 
heard from Ms Jensen's parents, 
who were considering suing 
the Army for being responsible 
for the behaviour of the soldiers. 
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Senior judge 
opposes cut in 
Bar’s monopoly 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Legal Affairs Editor 

A long-awaited move to dis¬ 
mantle the most significant re¬ 
maining restrictive practice 
enjoyed by barristers is being 
strongly opposed by Lord Tay¬ 
lor of Gosfortii. the Lord Chief 
Justice. 

The Bar is strenuously fight¬ 
ing any inroad into its monop¬ 
oly over Crown Court work. In 
the meantime, the Crown Pros¬ 
ecution Service is spending mil¬ 
lions of pounds of taxpayers' 
money each year on hiring 
outside barristers, regardless 
of the complexity of coses. 

The agreement of Lord Tay¬ 
lor. who presides over the crim¬ 
inal court system, and the three 
heads of divisions of the civil 
courts is necessary for the long¬ 
standing proposals to allow 
CPS solicitors to conduct crim¬ 
inal trials without instructing 
outside counsel, and for other 
solicitors employed by compa¬ 
nies, councils and government 
departments to present or de¬ 
fend cases in the higher courts. 

Solicitors employed in private 
practice can already' qualify to 
prosecute or defend cases in the 
Crown Courts and the High 
Court- Bui barristers succeed¬ 
ed in campaigning for this to 
be made so difficult that (here 
are as yet very few solicitor/ 
advocates — just 381 out of a 


profession numbering 66,133. 

Informed sources say that the 
Lord Chief Justice is opposed 
That would be enough to scup¬ 
per the change, which Lord 
Mackay of Clashfem. the Lord 
Chancellor, is keen to implement. 
Lord Bingham, the Master of the 
Rolls who heads the civil courts, 
is understood to be broadly sup¬ 
portive. It is not yet dear what 
the final view of the other two di¬ 
vision heads will be—but it only 
needs one of the four senior 
judges to veto the change. 

Cord Taylor's office said 
yesterday that he could not 
comment on the proposal at this 
stage. 

The affair is the latest in¬ 
stance of the legal establishment 
closing ranks against funda¬ 
mental change to barristers’ 
practices. The Lord Chancel¬ 
lor’s Advisory’ Committee on 
Legal Hducau'on and Conduct 
{Aclccj, charged with making an 
initial recommendation, decid¬ 
ed last June that the extended 
rights should not be granted - 
on the casting vote of the chair¬ 
man and Law Lord. Lord Steyn. 

A parallel application by the 
Director of Public Prosecutions 
and the Treasury Solicitors' De¬ 
partment for the rights to be 
granted to CPS-ero ployed bar¬ 
risters has been adjourned pend¬ 
ing the decision on solicitors. 

Over the last few weeks Lord 
Ackner, the former Law Lord 


and a strenuous critic of any 
move to allow solicitors more 
rights to ax£ue cases, has sought 
to pressurise Lord Mackay to 
rule out the change with two 
strongly worded questions in the 
House' of Lords, the second 
complaining about the “delays” 
in reaching a decision. 

Barristers argue that the 
change should be opposed be¬ 
cause lawyers employed by 
the CPS would not be suffi¬ 
ciently “independent”, while 
some'have painted the night¬ 
mare scenario of the Bar col¬ 
lapsing because Crown Court 
work would dry up for junior 
barristers. 

Judging by the take-up of ad¬ 
vocacy' rights by private practice i 
solicitors, however, the process 
of CPS lawyers exercising their 1 
new rights would be likely to be . 
gradual. I 

Only 88 private practice so- | 
lieitors are qualified to handle 
all proceedings, 2IS are quali¬ 
fied for Crown Court work 
alone and 75 for civil proceed¬ 
ings alone. 

Walter Merricks, the Law 
Society’s director of profes- 
sional'and legal policy, said: 
“The delay must now be be¬ 
coming an embarrassment The 
continuing exclusion of em¬ 
ployed solicitors from work 
which their private practice col¬ 
leagues are able to do they see 
as offensive.” 



Look of the new: Donna Karan's evening wear is an instant hit in New Ybrk 


Photograph: Sheridan Mortey 


K-factor 
provides 
a grand 
finale 


TAMSM BtANGHARD 

F&shion Editor, ;• 

The nady-to-wear coItecfaMs 
for autumn/witiicr '96 : ended 
yesterday in New Tforic with 
Ralph Lanrei^o batfhtovea 
his show the last jnfoute 
from & spurious teat to his 
more intimate showroom. 

Donna Karat started the 
trend for a more selective pre¬ 
sentation; CalviaKleto; wisely, 
did mrt see tlrepoint of further 
restricting nnmpers who could 
see his show.'Venues aside, 
both Karen and JSein present¬ 
ed strong collections, a relief 
after a low-key season. 

Karan went back to doing 
what she docs best - comfort¬ 
able, functional clothes for the 
working woman. The designer 
has created the bodyhose uni- ^ 
tard-a stretch wool catsuit with ^ 
a back panel made of thick 
stocking fabric to ensure a close 
body-hugging fit There, was 
also the bodyshirt, the body- 
sweater and the shirtsweater. 

For evening, Karan had a few 
options: a satin halter-neck cat- 
suit, a crushed velvet evening 
coat, a strapless dress made of 
ribbed cashmere, or a Jong vel¬ 
vet devote column dress where 
flecks of jewel coloured velvet 
hong suspended on silk chiffon. 

Klein's collection was simi¬ 
larly long and lean, with an em¬ 
phasis ot> knitwear. The spare 
minimalis m of the past few 
seasons was softened with drap¬ 
ing necklines; bell-shaped 
sleeves, optical prints and jer¬ 
sey dresses with asymmetric 
blocks of colour. 



SONY PLAYSTATION 
3 GAMES PACK 

SONY 




The Sony Playstation: the ultimate next generation 
games console, hundreds of times more powerful 
than 16 bit systems with all the action and 
excitement of the top arcade machines! 
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‘Moderate’ union calls for 
Ofsted to be abolished 
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deal going on 
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FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Correspondent 

The schools inspection system 
should be abolished and the 
Chief Inspector of Schools;. 
: shouJditsten 10 his critics or fe- ; 
sign, teachers said yesterday. 

The caU from the hormaHy- 
moderate Association of Teach¬ 
ers and Lecturers (ATL) for the 
scrapping of Ofsted is likely to 
be followed by stronger de¬ 
mands for boycotts of inspec¬ 
tions from other unions meeting 
over the Easter weekend. 

Teachers have become in¬ 
creasingly vocal in their protests 
over inspections as a four-year 
programme designed to cover 
all schools by 1998 continues. 
The chief inspector, Chris 
Woodhead, has been heavily 
criticised for what the profession 
sees as political bias. JHQs com¬ 
ment that 15,000 bad teachers 

‘Trendy* 
Woodhead 
exposed 
by pupil 

FRAN ABRAMS 

Trendy teachers do not usually 
expect to be condemned by del¬ 
egates at union conferences. 
But the Chief Inspector of 
Schools was shown no mercy yes¬ 
terday when he was exposed as 
a former progressive who used 
to talk to his pupils about abor¬ 
tion and sex before marriage. 

Chris Woodhead, now fa¬ 
mous for his criticisms of Six¬ 
ties child-centred teaching 
methods, shunned the classics 
and discussed social issues in his 
lessons, the Association of 
Teachers and Lecturers’ con¬ 
ference was told. 

In a letter read out to the con¬ 
ference, Nigel Marshall, a 
teacher at Vhrndean School in 
Brighton, East Sussex, de¬ 
scribed his English lessons at 14 
with Mr Woodhead. 

“He taught in an issue-based 
way about abortion, the miners 
and sex before marriage. We 
studied the classics through Stan 
Barstow ■— my mother thought 
all this was corrupt,” he said. But 
he admitted that he had rather 
enjoyed the experience. 

“I didn’t mind because these 
were lessons to muck about in. 

It was a good laugh and we de¬ 
spised his efforts to be trendy." 

Mr Woodhead began his ca¬ 
reer at Priory School in Shrews¬ 
bury in 1969. He went on to be 
deputy head of English at New- 
ent comprehensive, Gloucester¬ 
shire, and head of English at 
Goniano School in Bristol. 

Revelations of his progressive 
past have surfaced before, but 
he has swept them aside with the 
argument that be was simply re¬ 
flecting the ideals of the age in 
which he himself was educated. 


Teachers’ conference: Delegates say 
inspections chief should listen or quit 


should be sacked caused out¬ 
rage, as did a pamphlet he 
write for a right-wing think 
tank, Foliteia, in which he ques¬ 
tioned the future of local edu¬ 
cation authorities. 

Andrew MitchelL director 
of music at Mr. Woodhead’s old 
school. Wallingion. Grammar in 
Sutton, Surrey, said inspections 
caused teachers great anguish. 

“If there has been a bigger in¬ 
strument devised in the histo¬ 
ry of education to unnecessarily 
stress teachers I don’t know 
what it is," he said. 

The conference in Torquay 
voted almost unanimously for 
Ofsted to be abolished if the 
Government could not re¬ 
establish its independent repu¬ 
tation. 


Brier Smith, general secretary 
of the union, said no one was 
against independent inspec¬ 
tion. but Ofsted had lost 
the confidence of the teaching 
profession. 

"I can’t envisage Ofsted rain¬ 
ing the professional credibili¬ 
ty and confidence that it needs 
if Mr Woodhead remains as Her 
Majesty’s Chief Inspector - 
unless he is prepared, against all 
recent evidence, to listen to the 
criticisms that are being made 
and take them seriousty," he 
said. 

The Schools Minister, Robin 
Squire, who addressed the con¬ 
ference yesterday, tried to de¬ 
fend the inspection system but 
received a cool reception. Of¬ 
sted was the key to raising stan¬ 


dards, he said, but poor schools 
could not be allowed to con¬ 
tinue. 

“Any suggestion that Ofsted 
should be abolished has to be 
set against what was in place pri¬ 
or to its creation, which would 
take us bade to a time when pri¬ 
mary schools in .particular 
would not be inspected more 
than once every 200 years. 

“I don’t see any need to pail 
Chris Woodhead back into 
line,’’ he said. 

■ About 1,000 small primary 
schools could be exempted 
from next year’s league tables 
of test results for 11-year-olds, 
Mr Squire said yesterday. 

Responding to criticism that 
figures from schools with only 
five or ten 11-year-olds could 
identity individual pupils, he 
promised to consult teachers 
and other education profes¬ 
sionals on the move. 
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SSi?L a "? ““eclor: Nicholas Serota 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Arts Correspondent 

The British library is to insti¬ 
tute a swingeing series of cuts 
to staff and core services in a 
. move which could further delay 

■ the long-expected opening of its 
. St Pancras building. 

Strategies for containing its 
spiralling costs include reducing 
: staff by 200, sacking or not 
replacing senior managers, 
halving the budget for manu¬ 
script purchase and reducing the 
. spend on book conservation. 

•. The library blames the need 
. ■ for cuts on the Government's re¬ 
fusal to substantially increase its 
■.grant — but this may itself be 
prompted by the mismanage- 

■ : ment of the St Pancras project. 

The library had bid for a 
--.grant of £88m'this financial year. 

-1 but received £85m. Next year it 
wanted £lGlm but has been 
_offered £SSm, and the year 
after it can expect £82m instead 
of the £96m it wanted. 

Part of the extra had been 
intended to cover the one-off 
expenses of the relocation to St 
Pancras from Bloomsbury, such 
as book moves, extra staffing 
and maintenance costs. 

But although the construction 
of the new building is the 
responsibility of the Heritage 
Department the Kafka esq ue 
difficulties of completing it 
have not gained the library 
much sympathy. 

Problems with broken shelv¬ 
ing. faulty air conditioning and 
sprinklers, not to mention con¬ 
tractual disputes with work¬ 
men, have meant it will not 
open fully before 1998. It was 
originally due in 1989. 

The difficulties continue, 
according to reports from the 
site. All the doors are said to 
have been replaced, while the 
built-in drinks dispensere are 
already out of date, and the 
mains switches faulty. 

In all, the building is expect¬ 


ed to cost £496m, nearly three 
times early estimates. The pub¬ 
lic relations disaster - Prince 
Charles described it as “a dim 
collection of sheds groping for 
some symbolic significance” - 
will be worsened by the latest 
revelations. 

Over the next four years the 
library intends to reduce staff by 
at least 200, about 10 per cent. 
Although it claims that the ma¬ 
jority of jobs will be shed by nat¬ 
ural wastage, it admits 
redundancies will be made. 

As many as 40 senior man¬ 
agement posts will be cut and 
dozens of jobs lost under plans 
to relocate acquisition and cat¬ 
aloguing duties to from London 
to Boston Spa. 

The library also intends to cut 
£3m from its acquisitions bud¬ 
get this year and to save £1.7m 
by cancelling duplicates of 
overseas journals. 

A further £lm will be taken 
from the book conservation 
budget and there will be a re¬ 
duction of almost £200,000 — 
more than 10 per cent - in re¬ 
search grants. 

The research and develop¬ 
ment department wiD also be re¬ 
structured to reduce the 
number of employees. 

Such economies are not ex¬ 
pected to fulfil the shortfall, 
however. The library intends to 
substantially push up the costs 
of its specialist search services, 
such as searches abroad, to 
raise extra revenue. 

David Mellor, one of the 
nine Secretaries of State for Na¬ 
tional Heritage who shared re¬ 
sponsibility for the British 
Library, has compared the 
building of the St Pancras site 
to pouring millions of pounds 
down a hole. 

Brian Lake, secretary of the 

Regular Readers Group, said he 

was horrified by the cuts. “This 
is the destruction of an institu¬ 
tion. It’s reducing it to the 
status of a provincial library.” 
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Meeting of minds puts art in the eye of the beholder 


Froehlich at «,e T^alfeV" TESS&gJSS 

Massive 
staff cuts 
at British 
Library 

Cost saving measures to hit 200 jobs 
and threaten further delay to opening 


MARIANNE MACDONAU) 

Arts Correspondent 

Those who don't know much 
about art, but know what they 
like, will have a field dav in 
May when the Thte Gallery be¬ 
gins exhibiting a controversial 
collection loaned by a 
multi-millionaire Austrian 
industrialist. 

Josef Froehlich. 61, has ac¬ 
quired 320 works by German 
and American artists - all cre¬ 
ated in the last 30 years - since 
retiring from the automotive 
industry. 

Among them are early pieces 
by Andy Warhol, including por¬ 
traits of Elvis Presley, Elizabeth 
Thylor, Jackie Kennedy and a 
self-portrait, Eariy Self. 

Also due to be exhibited 
over Lhe four-year loan period 
are works by Carl Andre, who 
created the notorious “pile of 
bricks” - otherwise known as 
Equivalent VIII - which at¬ 
tracted outrage when bought by 
the Tate. 

The Froehlich Foundation 
will also be loaning works by an¬ 
other radical. Joseph Beuys, 
who is a favourite or the Tate's 
director, Nicholas Serota. 

Eyebrows were raised by Mr 


Serota's 1991 purchase of 
Beuys' The End of the Twenti¬ 
eth Century, an assortment of 
basalt blocks which cost almost 
£700,000. Such purchases have 
been blamed for government 
cuts in the gallery’s purchase 
grant. 

The Froehlich collection also 
includes works by the US artists 
Cy Tworably, Bruce Nauman - 
who created the neon work 
which flashes the words “Hu¬ 
man Nature Knows/Docsn't 
Know” on and off - and 
Richard Artschwagcr, including 
his Chair Chair. 

Other German artists who 
feature are Blinky Palermo, 
Sigmar Polke, Georg Baselitz 
and Gerhard Richter. The first 
display begins in May. 

Mr Froehlich began his col¬ 
lection in 1980 and said yester¬ 
day it had grown out of buying 
objects and artworks “to deco¬ 
rate his sitting-room”. But as his 
purchases grew in value, many 
had to be kept in storage. 

“This is a great opportunity 
for the collection to be shown 
to a truly international audi¬ 
ence," he said, “although my 
wife is already crying, ‘What are 
we going to do when everything 
is on loan?*" 
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Warhol's 1964 Early Self (left) and Lo Sciocco Senza Paura (1987), by Frank Stella, from the Froehlich Collection 
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THE 


YOU WONT FIND 
PACKAGE UNGENEROUS 


3.2 litre 6 cylinder 24 valve AJ16 engine 
4 speed automatic transmission 
Connolly leather sports seats 
Automatic climate control 
Wood and leather steering wheel 
Wooden gear lever knob 

Custom 8-speaker audio system with AVC and RDS 
Award-winning ultrasonic security system 
4 wheel sensing anti-lock brakes 
Driver and passenger airbags 
Speed-sensitive power steering 
Power boost assisted 4 wheel disc brakes 
Electrically adjustable heated door mirrors 
Cellular telephone harness 

Power windows with driver's one-touch down operation 
Tilt and rake adjustable steering column 
Trip computer with cyclic display 
Fascia, console and door cappings in figured walnut 
All delivery costs 
12 months' road fund licence 
3 year/60,000 mile warranty 

£34,970* 


Honestly now, had you any idea that a Jaguar so replete with 
luxurious touches could be had for such an all-inclusive price? 

In a market where even a cassette player can be deemed to 
be an optional extra, the Jaguar XJ Executive brings together an 
exceptional level of equipment with extraordinary value for money. 

As befits our most advanced cars ever, Jaguars are also fully 


supported by a three year/60,000 mile manufacturer's warranty. 

A luxury car has never made such sound financial sense. 
For more information or to arrange a test 
drive, call freephone 0800 70 80 60 or fax v\ 

your details to 0171 611 6968. JAGUAR - 

DON’T DREAM IT. DRIVE IT. 


•Manufacturer's recommended retail price, correct at time of going 10 press, is for the X| Executive including cost of delivery, number plates, a full tank of petrol and f 140 for 12 months' road fund licence. 616 
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‘Sad’ saga of the man, 

his wife and her lover 

_ —■ was put under and his second 

**' * U__Him when 



The “unusual and sad” saga of 
how a husband agreed to his 
wife’s affair with a wealthy 
property developer in exchange 
for underwriting tbe_ pair s 
£200,000 debts ended in acri¬ 
mony yesterday when the High 
Court'ruled that their agree¬ 
ment was unenforceable. 

Allen Marsh. 62, his wile 
Doreen. 59, now face losing 
their home to service the debts 
after Mr Justice Lindsay said Mr 
Marsh’s agreement at a lunch 
with his wife’s long-time lover, 
ttadi Dunning, 69. was simply 

a “gentleman’s agreement". 

_u W. rhMninn hail 


*« . * # 

* } 


was put under and his second 
wife, Reeva, divorced him when 
she found out about the affair. 

Mrs Marsh had had to dis¬ 
close herself as a discarded 
mistress who had lost the high- 
spending life she had enjoyed 
with Mr Dunning and was now- 
faced with considerable debt. 

Her husband was faced with 
equal debt and also whatever 
opprobrium attached to a man 
who had been seen to have 
made such a bargain as he dm 
at the lunch with Mr Dunning. 

Mrs Marsh told the judge that 
Mr Dunning, WbocaDcd her by 

her other first name, Louise, de¬ 
scribed her as a “Cinderella 
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We sell 

ahouse 


ON SELECTED CABINETS 

EXTRA 10% OFF EASTER SALE PRICES 

WHIN YOU SPBND £l,000 OK MOKE. MUST END TUESDAY 9 TH ATKI 




it could be yours! 




When you're ready to make a move, talk to General Accident 
Property Services - FREE. With over 340 branches, detailed local knowledge, 
professional staff providing a personal service, it's no wonder we sell a 

house every six minutes.* 

So if you're selling and would like a free 
market appraisal, or buying and would 
like to view a selection of our 
■ i properties, freephone now or HU in 

^ A A - ) the freepost coupon below. 

0800 371 221 /-*=. 

s*-* U m ^ / CUT OUT THE DELAY 


SHAKER BIRCH, PLAIN & SIMPLE - 40% OFF 



Whirlpool 


FREE DISHWASHER 

ADC 934 When you spend 0.250 or more excluding Installation 

FREE HOBlFREE HOOD 

, . ._*__ With selected purduwM 

Wit h selected pwetow 

UP TO 50% OFF REFRIGERATION 

With ^elected purchase* 

UP TO V 3 OFF WASHING MACHINES 

With ^elected purchase* 

ASK IN-STORE FOR DETAILS - PLUS MANY OTHER OFFERS 


every range 

REDUCED 

With every range 
reduced in the Magnet 
Spring Sale and 
many at half price, 
Magnet Kitchens 
are now even more 
affordable. 


Magnet 

food{jor thought 

For your nearest showroom 

call free 0800 555 825. 



| POSTCODE 


I Ai© you a.-Buyer? C Sater7(jBuya & SeUei?Q 

| Ptawo ltd, as appropriate 


-Vour dettflB may be passed to other General Aocatoni Group companies 

and usad to Worm you of other products avalable If you do r*M wish [-1 

lo recaw such WomaUon. ptaco Ock hero' I 1 

Please address your envelope to> 

GENERAL ACCIDENT PROPERTY SERVICES 
FREEPOST NT 2316 

WASHINGTON, TYNE & WEAR, NE85 1BR 
TJ. No stamp required 


General Accident 
Property Services 


OPENING TTMEi Moo-Sal SLOO-jflX Sdectni itons opn until MO« 




doing more to get you moving 

'Calculated on 1996 figures, based on an 8 hour working day, 6 days a week. 
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COLIN BROWN 

Chief political correspondent 

Labour last night criticised 
the Government for giving 
. Treasury approval to private 
segor consortia to build two 

bocals a t a totaI ** 
■ *260m. The two deals were 

5“J ? I ? inisters ^ ground¬ 
breaking investment in public 
semce capital projects bv 
private companies, which may 
rdease millions of pounds for 
NHS hospuals in the future. 


But Labour warned it could 
f the ‘ end of the wedge" 
lor private enterprise in the 
health service, a charge dented 
hy Health ministers. The con¬ 
sortiums will own the buildings 

MUC end of tJle con *racts, but 
JNHh trusts may lease them. 

The hospitals win be pri- 
vatehr built, but run by the 
NHS for NHS patients. There 
vwtl be private patients units and 
the private companies will pro¬ 
vide support services, including 
cleaning and maintenance. 


Harriet Hannan. Labour's 
health spokeswoman, said: 
“These are major departures for 
the NHS. We think they are 
using the private finance ini¬ 
tiative to drive the private sec¬ 
tor into the NHS." 

The contracts are for the 
£170m Norfolk and Norwich 
hospital, providing 700 beds, to 
replace two hospitals in Nor¬ 
wich, by a consortium involving 
John Laing Construction; and 
a £90m rebuilding project for 
520 beds at the Princess 


Margaret Hospital, Swindon, by 
a consortium ted by Tarmac with 
United Medical Enterprises. 

The contracts for the hospi¬ 
tals have yet to be signed, and 
Whitehall officials denied the 
consortia were waiting for Lhe 
passage of a Bill being rushed 
through Parliament to give the 
Health Secretary, Stephen Dor- 
relL, power to take over debts 
from hospital trusts. 

The Bill was needed because 
some private sector companies 
had been anxious to ensure 


that the Government would 
take on the debts, in the unlikely 
event that any NHS trusts went 
bankrupt, or were wound up. 

If Labour win the next elec¬ 
tion, they will be bound by the 
contracts and will have to face 
running the NHS with private¬ 
ly-financed hospitals. 

Ms Harman said the con¬ 
tracts were “shrouded in se¬ 
crecy” and needed to be opened 
to public accountability. The 
Norfolk and Norwich contract 
will run for 60 years: at the end 


of the term, the NHS trust has 
the option of taking the hospi¬ 
tal into its ownership. The NHS 
Trust will employ the staff and 
there can be no change to the 
facilities without specific agree¬ 
ment of the Trust. 

At the Swindon hospital, the 
contract will run for 25 years 
with an option to extend it for 
15 years. After construction, the 
consortium, the Hospital Com¬ 
pany, will own the buildings and 
lease them to the Trust. 

£14bn target, page 22 


Tories find new 
ground to fight 
over Europe 

□ Referendum deal fails to calm troops 

□ Rifkind rejects calls for 60% majority 


How Clarke 
secured his 
European deal 

Concessions to Chancellor were key to 
Tory accord, reports Donald Macintyre 



By the time Kenneth Carte left 
for a trip to Southern Africa last 
month he was in a thoroughly 
bad mood. The most immedi¬ 
ate cause was an interview he 
had given to the Daily Telegraph 
in which had remarked casual¬ 
ly that he was “sympathetic" to 
a single currency. 

ill was not so much that the 
pifoer had given such promi¬ 
nence to the remark, which 
scarcely surprised anyone. It was 
more the commotion it had 
caused in the party among 
those Euro-sceptics for whom 
MrCarke. like Douglas Hurd 
used to be. is the man they love 
to hate. There was also some 
discreet sucking of teeth from 
the Prime Ministers office. 

It!, was against this back¬ 
ground that the referendum 
issud came to the boil. The is¬ 
sue was raised at Cabinet by 
Douglas Hogg and John Major 
secured agreement for a For¬ 
eign 'Office paper to be pre¬ 
pared on a referendum. 

Mr. Garke had always been 
opposed to a referendum but he 
would probably have been dis¬ 
inclined to push his opposition 
to the limit if it had not looked 
once again that the govern¬ 


ment were running scared of its 
Euro-sceptics. 

But when he returned from 
Africa he was plunged into the 
frantic negotiations with Brus¬ 
sels on BSE. It was only this 
week that Michael Heseltine, 
Mr Major and Mr Garke met 
to seal yesterday's deal Michael 
Heseltine has been depicted as 
a the deal's broker; those close 
to Mr Garke say that they saw 
no sign of thaL On the contrary. 
Mr Heseltine’s views appeared 
identical. 

That underlines the achieve¬ 
ment of Mr Major in exercising 
his authority over the two most 
powerful members of his Cab¬ 
inet. But it also illustrates that 
Mr Garke - who had support 
from Sir George Young and Sir 
Patrick Mayhew - was not as 
isolated as he seemed. 

Mr Major quickly found out 
that Mr Garke was in deadly 
earnest. Mr Clarke may not 
have threatened to resign in 
front of the full Cabinet But he 
left Mr Major in no doubt that 
he was not prepared to be in a 
“Eurosceptic government'' 

Which comes to how he 
came to secure three conditions 
in those talks with the Prime 





Bloodied but unbowed: The Chancellor Kenneth Clarke at the Cabinet meeting yesterday Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


Minister and his deputy. Ac¬ 
cording to one Whitehall insider 
Mr Garke was “love bombed" 
by Mr Major over the last week 
or so. But more important were 
the terms attached to the ref¬ 
erendum announcement. 

The first was that it should 
apply only for the next Parlia¬ 
ment The rationale of the ref¬ 
erendum pledge was therefore 
not that a single currency deci¬ 
sion was such an epic one that 


it necessarily required a refer¬ 
endum; rather that since the 
Tories would not, in the excep¬ 
tional circumstances of the next 
election, have a mandate one 
way or the other on a single cur¬ 
rency, the people's right to de¬ 
cide could only be met by a 
referendum. 

Secondly there would be col¬ 
lective Cabinet responsibility so 
that Euro-sceptic ministers 
would have to resign if the 


wanted to campaign for a no 
vote. And thirdly the authority 
of Parliament would be rein¬ 
forced by allowing it to pass a 
single currency bill before it 
went to a referendum. 

Beyond that was policy up to 
the general election. The last 
thing Mr Garke wanted a re¬ 
peat of the embarrassing Diet 
of Brussels advertisements in 
the 1989 European elections. 
Malcolm Rifkind’s ringing 


promise yesterday that ministers 
would not rule out a single cur¬ 
rency in the next Parliament 
suggests that Mr Garke and Mr 
Heseltine made headway over 
that. 

This doesn’t mean that Mr 
Garke. and by all accounts Mr 
Heseltine. did not suffer a de¬ 
feat. He did. Bat he lives to fight 
another dav-and he is still the 
Chancellor Mr Major cannot af¬ 
ford to lose. 


T ory backbenchers at op¬ 
posite ends of the refer¬ 
endum debate quickly 
made plain that John Major’s 
compromise pledge of 3 pleb¬ 
iscite on a single currency has 
not ended the wrangling. 

Iain Duncan-Smith, one of 
the more cerebral sceptics, tried 
to raise the hurdle for the Euro 
to a 60 per cent majority while 
Sir Terence Higgins denounced 
the referendum idea as “in¬ 
compatible with our system of 
parliamentary democracy". 

As most of the Tory party 
heaved a sigh of relief over the 
deal between the Prime Minis¬ 
ter and his stubbornly anti-ref¬ 
erendum Chancellor, Sir 
Terence, a former Treasury 
minister, warned that if the 
Cabinet campaigned for a sin¬ 
gle currency and lost, it would 
have to go. “It would be fatu¬ 
ous of [ministers] to theD say 
they had changed their mind. 
They would have no option 
but to resign," he said at Ques¬ 
tion Time. 

Malcolm Rifidnd. the Foreign 
Secretary, did not admit as 
much but said it was “crucially 
important” that the judgement 
of the electorate was respected- 
Mr Rifkin d. who had to pre¬ 
pare a Cabinet paper on the ref¬ 
erendum options, was firmer 
with Mr Duncan-Smith. reject¬ 
ing his assertion that any ref¬ 
erendum on a single currency 
would need a 60 per cent ma¬ 
jority as it would be constitu¬ 
tional change. “A simple 
majority would be the proper 
way of addressing the judge¬ 
ment of the electorate," he 
told the Gungford MP. 

Robin Cook, Labour's for¬ 
eign affairs spokesman, asked 
if Mr Rifkin d recalled Mr Ma¬ 
jor telling Parliament he was 
“not in favour of referendums". 
He added: “When did the 
Prime Minister change his 
mind?" 

But Mr Rifkind was having 
nothing to do with old positions. 
“The Government and the 


Conservative Party believe very 
strongly that it is important 
that, in circ umstan ces where a 
general election might not be 
able to resolve matters of this 
importance, that the electorate 
should be able to do so through 
a referendum." 

E urophobia was given full 
rein as Douglas Hogg. 
Minister for Agriculture, 
made a statement on further 
measures to try and help the 
beef industry through the BSE 
crisis. 

The EU-imposed ban on 
British beef was not justified, Mr 
Hogg insisted. “It is not based 
on sound scientific analysis. It 

i Inside 
M Parliament 


Ifitl Stephen 
Igf. Goodwin 


is disproportionate. It should be 
removed,'' he said. 

Former Cabinet minister 
John Biffen said the industry did 
not want another “politically 
motivated" slaughter scheme 
initiated by those in Europe who 
did not have British interests at 
heart. And Sir Geoffrey John¬ 
son Smith, a member of the Tbry 
1922 committee executive, 
questioned the legality of the 
ban. “There is growing loss of 
confidence in the integrity of the 
ministers of the European 
Union," he said. 

Arch-sceptic Nicholas Bud- 
gen, MP for Wolverhampton 
SW, railed against the “com¬ 
pletely unnecessary slaughter" 
of he’althy herds on family 
farms. “If the EU in its arbitrary, 
unaccountable way forces our 
farmers to make such a cruel 
sacrifice to the European gods 
it will be remembered for many 
a long year,” he warned. 






















the INDEPENDENT ■ THUBSDAV4APETLB96 


X£j ___ 

international 

Yeltsin 
launches 
bid for 

re-election 


HELEN WOMACK 

Moscow 

Undeterred by fresh fighting tn 
Chechnya and a chorus of econ¬ 
omists’ criticism over Russia's 
new union with Belarus, Boris 
Yeltsin yesterday formally reg¬ 
istered hims elf as a candidate for 
June's presidential election. 

After his campaign team 
handed over 2 million signatures 
of support and his tax declara¬ 
tion, showing he earned the 
equivalent of $6,000 last year, 
the Central Election Commis¬ 
sion gave him the go-ahead to 
start officially wooing the voters. 

Mr Yeltsin was second on the 
list of registered candidates af¬ 
ter the Communist leader, Gen¬ 
nady Zyuganov, who managed 
to gather his signatures first He 
is also second in the opinion 
polls with a predicted 21 per cent 
of the vote compared with Mr 
Zyuganov on 27 per cent But 
he hopes to finish in the lead and 
regain his Kremlin office. 

There was one piece of en¬ 
couraging news for Mr Yeltsin 
yesterday when Father Gleb 
Yakunin, a democratically-in¬ 
clined Orthodox priest who 
spent years in Soviet prisons for 
ms beliefc, declared his support 
for the incumbent President Mr 
Yeltsin's candidacy constituted 
a “lesser evil” he said. 

But other leading democ¬ 
rats, including Yelena Bonner, 
the widow of the human rights 
campaigner Andrei Sakharov, 
have thrown their weight behind 
Grigory Yavlinsky, the market 
reformer who is expected to reg¬ 
ister his candidacy shortly. The 
extreme nationalist. Vla dimir 
Zhirinovsky, and the more 
moderate nationalist. General 
Alexander Lebed, have also 
declared their intentions of 
running. 

Tt is because of the disastrous 
war in Chechnya that Mr 
Yeltsin has lost the support of 
many democrats who helped to 

S * ' him to power in 1991. On 
ay he unveiled a belated 
peace initiative, promising a par¬ 


tial troop withdrawal and even 
offering talks through mediators 
with the separatist leader. Gen¬ 
eral Dzhokhar Dudayev. But a 
vicious attack on the village of 
Shalazhi in south-west Chech¬ 
nya yesterday threw the plan 
into doubt 

The commander of Mos¬ 
cow's forces in Chechnya, Gen¬ 
eral Vyacheslav Tikhomirov, 
strenuously denied his forces 
were involved in the attack, rais¬ 
ing suspicions that it could have 
been the work of hardliners in 
the Russian military intent on 
wrecking chances of peace. 

There were conflicting re¬ 
ports about General Dudayev's 
attitude to Mr Yeltsin's initia¬ 
tive. lass news agency said he 
had dismissed it out of hand 
when he appeared on Chechen 
TV late on Tuesday, using a se¬ 
cret transmitter. He vowed to 
fight “to the last Chechen” un¬ 
less all Russian troops left 

But Interfax news agency, 
quoting sources close to the 
rebel leader, said he had given 
approval for a member of the 
Chechen diaspora in Moscow to 
meet President Min timer 
Shaimiyev of Tatarstan, who 
has offered his services as a 
mediator. 

Mr Yeltsin may be strug¬ 
gling to keep the Russian Fed¬ 
eration intact but he is hoping 
to persuade voters that he is 
having more success in bringing 
former Soviet republics back 
into voluntary partnership. 

On Thesday he signed an 
agreement with the President of 
Belarus. Alexander Luka¬ 
shenko, on the creation of a 
common market- 

But yesterday Russian econ¬ 
omists criticised the treaty as 
hasty and harmful to the inter¬ 
ests of their country, which has 
made far more progress in mar¬ 
ket reform than Belarus. “It is 
either impossible to implement 
what the treaty says or u would 
lead to grave consequences,” : 
said Alexander Pochinok, head 
of the State Duma’s tax sub- 1 
committee. 
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Snap Judgment: Winterstorm, Yosemite National Park, by Ansel Adams, who died in 1984. The electronic rights to his 2 r 500 Images of the American 
wilderness have been obtained by a digital-images company owned by Bill Gates, which means the photographs can now be admired on the Internet 

Whitewater evidence a ‘bunch of bull’ 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

If there is a Whitewater crimi¬ 
nal case against Bill Clinton, 
then this was it: the charge by 
a former banker and municipal 
judge that the then Governor of 
Arkansas, now 42nd President 
of the United States, helped 
arrange an illegal $150,000 loan 
(£97,000) to help a tottering sav¬ 
ings bank owned by one of his 
friends. 

That friend was James Mc- 
Dougal, Little Rock entrepre¬ 
neur and Mr and Mis Clinton's 
partner in the original White- 
water property venture, estab¬ 


lished in 1979, and currently on 
trial for embezzlement and 
fraud in the first case brought 
to court by the Government-ap¬ 
pointed prosecutor probing the 
Whitewater affair. The former 
banker and judge is David Hale, 
a convicted felon who is now the 
President’s prime accuser. 

This week Mr Hale repeat¬ 
ed, under oath, his story of a 
meeting between himself, Mr 
Clinton and Mr McDougal in 
January 1986 to finalise the 
$150,000 loan to be made by a 
Government-backed invest¬ 
ment company run by Mr Hale. 

Theoretically, the company 
was supposed to lend only to 


disadvantaged businesses. This 
time, according to Mr Hale, the 
money would be channelled 
directly so Mr Clinton and to a 
company owned by Mr Mc¬ 
Dougal's wife, to help prop up 
her husband's Madison Guar¬ 
anty bank, under scrutiny by fed¬ 
eral investigators and already 
close to collapse. 

At one point, said Mr Hale, 
Mr Clinton even offered to put 
up land as security for the loan, 
but was told that was unneces¬ 
sary. But the then Governor did 
insist “My name cannot appear 
on this.” lb which Mr McDou¬ 
gal is said to have replied: 
“Don’t worry.” Ultimately the 


loan increased to S300,000, 
which was lost when Madison 
finally went under in 1989. A 
damning indictment-except for 
one small problem: Mr Hale 
may not be telling the truth. 

Two years ago, when the 
charge surfaced, Mr Clinton 
called the Hale story, “a bunch 
of bull", and the White House 
yesterday made dear the Pres¬ 
ident will say so again when he 
gives evidence by videotape on 
28 April Mr McDougal flatly 
denies the meeting took place, 
and on the witness stand Mr 
Hale was embarrassingly unable 
to remember details about it 

Most damaging of all to his 


credibility, Mr Hale has struck 
a plea-bargain with prosecutors 
to testify against Mr McDougal 
in exchange for a reduced sen¬ 
tence. Last month he was sen¬ 
tenced to 28 months in jail 
after admitting his company 
defrauded the Government of 
some S2 milli on. “Bill Clinton 
is simply David Hale's meal tick¬ 
et to a shorter sentence,” said 
a lawyer for the McDougals. 

So it wiD be a sitting Presi- 
. dent's word against that of a fu¬ 
ture prison inmate, hardly an 
even match. But the Whitewa¬ 
ter enigma will remain, nurtured 
by the impossibility of proving 
a negative. 


Peking 

dismisses 

Dying 

Rooms’ 

aslies 


TERESA POOLE 

Reking 

Three months after allegations 
about death rates inChinise or¬ 
phanages, Peking published a. 
white paper attacking “fabri¬ 
cations" by international human 
rights groups. But the report did 
not provide figures to refute 
charges about the number of or-. 
phans who have recently died in 
institutions. 

The timing of the paper was 
dearly linked to a draft resolu¬ 
tion being drawn up at the UN 
in Geneva. 

The white paper focused on 
improvements m health, edu¬ 
cation and nutrition for the 
country’s 300 million under the. 
age of 1 6, and slammed allega¬ 
tions by Human Rights 
Watch/Asia and the Channel 
Four documentary The Dying 
Rooms, as untrue. The television 
programme was staged in a 
warehouse, it said. 

The paper admitted China 
faced “difficulties” in providing 
child care for orphans, and 
abandoned and disabled chil¬ 
dren. “The state is not able to 
amass in a short period enough 
money to fully satisfy the actu¬ 
al needs in the protection of 
these children,” it said. 

The Human Rights Witch re¬ 
port, published in Jannaiy, re- ; 
produced figures from the 1990 
Mmfctiy of Civil Affairs year¬ 
book showing how in 1989one- 
quarter of the babies and 
children in urban orphanages - 
died. The report included evi¬ 
dence from the Shanghai Chil¬ 
dren’s Welfare Institute, where - 
deliberate malnutrition al¬ 
legedly contributed to the the 
deaths of more than 1,000 chil¬ 
dren from 19S6-92. 

Despite requests, the gov- . 
eminent has not produced sta¬ 
tistics which contradict the 
Human Rights Watch report 

The white paper admitted 
conditions at orphanages vary 
but says only 20,000children are 
in welfare facilities. The HKW 
report pointed out that the 
People's Daily less than a year 
ago gave the number of orphans 
as 100,000. The white paper’s 
statistics also show the amount . 
spent on primary education i 
per child per year is only £7. 
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Politicians add 

brawn to India’s 
campaign trail 
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trips that any 
‘plttician makes during 
Jon campaign is 10 the 
Ikhara, the gymnasium 
ere There, from among 
cled and oiled youths 
'g *n thick mud, the 
Pl-^U chose his cam- 

Ire crucial than specch- 

I s or ^ doctors, the 
ler acts as the Indian 
nan s bodyguard and his 

! ng enforcer who gets out 
'le through bribes, threats 
ee booze. Or, when all else 
angs of these wrestlers are 
to steal the ballot boxes 
cuon day. 

this free-for-all general 
>n, to be held next month 
srvice of these rent-a- 
is much in demand. The 
bat j£ among the three main 
par £s — the ruling Congress 
pan, the right-wing Hindu 
Bba mya Janata Parly (BJP) 
and ie leftist coalition, the Na- 
tion Front-is expected to be 
cios* y fought and dirty. 

A parties have been hit by 


to win most seats in the 545- 
member Lok Sabah, or lower 
house, Mr Rao's party will be 
flailing to reach a majoriiv. 
Gams by the BJP and the left¬ 
ist coalition arc expected to re- 
d u uce Congress’s share to less 


states where Congress has lost 
ground to the National Front - 
now looks misguided. Not onlv 
may Congress lose, but Mr 
Rao, by crushing all adver¬ 
saries within his party, may 
have shattered Congress for 










Jayala tha: Film actress 
turned ofitician 

last-mil ite defections, Con¬ 
gress th worst. The Congress 
party's I leader. premier 
Narasimja Rao. 74. yesterday 
was left staggering after the 
resignation of two cabinet min¬ 
isters - P Chidambaram of 
commerce and M Arunachalam 
in charge^ industry. Both men 
were vital jo Mr Rao’s campaign 
in the souhem states, and Mr 
Chidambiram was also a lead¬ 
ing architect behind the gov- 
emment’sjcconomic reforms. 

The two ministers are from 
‘Tamil Nadi and were angered 
by Mr Rio's pact with the 
state’s chiAf minister, a preen¬ 
ing ex-film actress named Jay- 
alalitha. Both are joining a 
breakawayjparty led by anoth¬ 
er Congressman, GK Moooa- 

f iar, whet described Ms 
ayalaiilha jus “undemocratic, 
fascist and corrupt”. 

: An opinion poll conducted by 
Outlook magazine showed that 
although Congress is expected 


thu^nrtrvrr- navt: snauerca congress for 

Um -OOparbamemaryseats.lf years to como. 

lnie * India r •^ mid lhc thousands of can- 

prospecl ?. { didates are several bandits, 
iinn or£^ nU 0r c , oall ‘ film stars and even a 

2 dhef^i£!T em P* 1 ??* i?" eunuc h named after Kali, the 
fhrefJ^ 4 °u eoflh f blg goddess of destruction. Kali 
ainnt i P ^ and Ihe rowd >' re " recently said: “Men and women 
^ in-, th * S ' . h ave both been given chances, 

Ukc the gymnasium wrestler but they all turned out to be dis- 
mum on grinding his oppo- honest! Now give us eunuchs a 

™£w, faC l m ! he ^V d * lhc chance.” Not surprisingly, a 
pi iticians have lost sight of any few ex-wrestlers are now tninc 
*oal beyond their own person- to become MPs, too. Thev have 
. v !f. tor >'- None of the parties flung their own political'boss- 
1S wuimg to confront urgent is- cs out of the arena. 

sues such as India's booming _ _ 

population or its poverty. With I 
nearly 50 births every minute, 

Indians population growth is 
the highest in the world. This 
has eroded the advances made 
by the Congress government's 
economie reforms; yearly in¬ 
come has dropped from $330 
(£215) in 1991 to $290 in 1993. 

Over 40 per cent of India's 920 
million people live in poverty. 

Ignored, too. in the elec¬ 
toral fray is the fact that India 
spends only $9 a year per per¬ 
son on education and one dol¬ 
lar on health. Health experts 
consider 65 per cent of all In¬ 
dian children under the age of 
five to be malnourished. 

Mr Rao is committed to lib¬ 
eralising India's economy. But 
his leftist and right-wing foes are 
hying to persuade voters that Mr 
Rao’s reforms have gone too far, 
too fast and have failed to lift In¬ 
dia's poor out of misery. Both 
the BJP and the National front 
claim that if elected, they wiU re¬ 
strict foreign investment to pow¬ 
er and infra-structure. They 
want to kick out Coca-Cola,* 

Kentucky Fried Chkken and the 
other brand names which to 
them symbolise all that is wrong 
with the West. 

Many of the country’s top 
politicians are facing charges in 
a huge corruption scandal. Few 
doubt that the police investi¬ 
gation was triggered by Mr 
Rao, since the victims are his 
biggest rivals both inside and 
outside his Congress party. Sev¬ 
en of Mr Rao's ministers were 
forced to resign and all were de¬ 
nied party tickets for the May 
elections. Mr Rao’s gamble 
may have backfired, however; 
several of his ex-ministers are 
running as independents or 
have joined other parties. 

The polls giving Congress an 
edge over the others was re¬ 
leased before Mr Rao’s party 
chiefs rebelled against him in 
Tamil Nadu. His strategy - con¬ 
centrating his forces in the 
south instead of the northern 
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Street party: Supporters of Narasimha Rao’s Congress Party dancing at an election rally in New Delhi yesterday Photograph: Sunil Malhotra/Reuter 
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bs warning on Libya chemical-arms plant 

ismailia -The US would not rule out military action to stop Libya 
making chemical weapons, the Defense Secretary, William Fer : 
ty, said, adding that he had shown Egypt’s President, Hosrn 
Mubarak, evidence of,a programme to develop them. Asked if 
ie would rule out military force, he replied: “I wouldn t rule any- 
jhing out and I wouldn't rule anything in.” Reuter 

Suffer the working children 

teneva - Millions of children were employed in conditions dif- 
SSi or dangerous for their health, the International Labour Or- 
EnfeatioiTSid. And in a report on selected areas of India, 
ndemesia, Ghana and Senegal it said 25 per cent ofcMdrenaged 

£ e to 15 were in full' or part-time jobs. Ratter 

assacre Nazi was ‘only obeying Hitler' 

i»me- Erich Priebke, accused of massacring Italian civilians, ex- 
& sJ^thy to relatives but said he was just canyrng out 
TXt™ “7 lived with this weight m my heart but the 
Snlers orde £ H e t oldTdosed hearing in a military 

Seychelles says it Is cleaning up its act 
feet deaths were mostly murder 





15 had been murder *J; ^Tj^Jeror witness had survived the 

&SSSg^^ssssssas 

atfered by her “suggestive d « e her when ^ got 

hSand, in custody on Zaire has been blamed 

hcjie.The erotic fwasa AP 

fo^fisrupting many social gathenng ■ 

* m h0me ,rmer in Shaanxi province, had an un- 
t Qu Yingming, a farm - [0 ^ home and sat down 

ctedyisiton a wild panda seeing the animal roam- 

fo&.-Reridents o&chJ another feaa, 

mg he village ft later found a pail . AP 

the walked into a calde pen and fell 3^ " 

Dr ren by blind ambition . 

„ --v • — _ pj«to who is to per cent blind, 

nd - For three years by watching out ibr- and 

dm wori^ MV, W2)Ke who arrested him dri- 

ayo C n g-shap ^and shadcw&s^i 1^ j^ e was later released 
vingk;carxf®r<j^pt have a scratch on 

; ..It 
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‘Bodies have been taken away’ SkiUed fixer ^jiet 


UN investigators 
complain burial 
sites have been 
tampered with, 
writes Emma Daly 
in Zvomik 


s coun 


crimes investigators began 
collecting evidence from a sus¬ 
pected mass grave yesterday but 

said they feared Bosnian Serbs 
might have moved many bod¬ 
ies buried at Sahanict One, an 
alleged execution site for hun¬ 
dreds of Muslim men from 
Srebrenica. 

The six investigators, includ¬ 
ing a forensic specialist, John 
Gems, began by video-taping 
and photographing the 1,500m 
squared site, then marked it 
with yellow tape: “Police line. 
Do not cross.' 1 But they seemed 
gloomy about the prospects: one 
was overheard to say it was ob¬ 
vious the site was tampered with 
recently, and that bodies could 
have been removed. 

US troops serving with 
Naio’s peace implementation 
force, I-For, accompanied the 
team but will not guard the site: 
“ft’s just not a mission I have,” 
Colonel John Batiste said yes¬ 
terday, adding he did not fear 
further interference by the 
Bosnian Serbs, despite the ob¬ 
vious damage done to the site 
in the past few weeks. 

Large clumps of freshly 
turned earth, marked by the 
tracks ofiaige vehicles, over half 
the site, contrast with new grass 
covering the back part. "I'm not 
optimistic,” one investigator 
said, gesturing at the mounds of 
loam. “They may have done a 
pretty good job of cleaning 
up,” said another. 

Mr Gems, dressed in blue 
overalls, heavy gum-boots and 
thick orange gloves, moved 
slowly up and down, prodding 
the earth with a 4ft probe 

“He has the worst job," a col¬ 
league explained: to push the 
probe down, pull it back and 
smell it for traces of human 
flesh. Mr Gems placed a line of 
sticks in the ground, to mark the 
area where he planned to dig a 
trench. 

But even above ground, the 
grim signs were all too dear. Al¬ 
most hidden under a dump of 
grass lay a spine with a few ribs 
attached; nearby, was a jawbone 
and a human femur. A few yards 
away, close toa pile of clothes, 
shoes and blindfolds cut from 
pink cloth, reporters found a 
medical card. 
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Death scene: A woman waiting in grief on seeing the exhumed remains of Serb men killed in Mrtorqic Grad when it was held by Croats 


It once belonged to Mehmed 
Rizvo, who was bom in 1939 
and came from Suceska, a small 
town dose to Srebrenica, and it 
had been signed and stamped 
by a doctor from the former en¬ 
clave. The International Red 
Cross has registered the names 
of8,000 people missing since the 
fell of Srebrenica in July. Offi¬ 
cials have said they believe that 
almost half, at least 3,000, are 
dead. 

Three other suspected mass 
graves beside the main road 
from Zvomik to the Bosnian 
Serb headquarters at Pale ap¬ 
pear to be be completely undis¬ 
turbed. Covered m new grass, 
they look like ordinary fields, 
save for fragments of clothing 
and a protruding bone. A third 
site, closer to Srebrenica, con¬ 
sists of two large, muddy areas. 




NBatSc: seen by victims at the 
execution and burial site 


It is impossible to tell whether 
they have been tampered with. 
At Sahanici One, the investi¬ 
gators searched the area close¬ 
ly, bagging evidence - the label 
from abax of 7.62 ammunition, 
a tin containing 1260 rounds - 


- from the trilling ground. Sur¬ 
vivors say hundreds of people, 
perhaps L500, were taken to the 
school in the neighbouring vil¬ 
lage, blindfolded^ loaded into 
open trucks in shifts, ferried to 
the site, and shot. 

The victims were visited, the 
three survivors have said, by 
General Ratko Mladic, the 
Bosnian Serb commander who 
has been indicted for genocide 
and crimes against h umani ty 
over the Srebrenica massacres. 
As the men cowered in the gym 
of the school, packed tightly into 
a room big enough to house a 
basketball court, the Serb gen¬ 
eral stalked m and told them 
that they would bo. sent to a 
work camp. But then the trucks 
rolled in. The men next saw 
General Mladic at the execution 
and burial rite. 


The gym was deserted yes¬ 
terday, though children had 
played outside the day before. 
Inside the hall, debris support¬ 
ing the witnesses’ stories was 
everywhere: spent rifle shells, 
odd shoes, spatters of what 
looked like blood, discarded 
blindfolds, even a swathe of the 
same pink material from which 
the blindfolds had been rough¬ 
ly cut The scene stank. The 
investigators are expected to 
visit soon. 

But locals who could hardly 
have avoided noticing the 
stream of trucks pulling out 
filled with men and returning 
empty, their journeys punctu¬ 
ated by the sound of gunfire 
only 2km up the road, are de¬ 
termined to deny they knew 
anything. The school, too, was 
tranquil last summer. 


“No, nothing happened 
there," said Nada. “That’s 
where the children play.” 

Makobn Riflrind, the Foreign 
Secretary, to/d the Commons 
yesterday he was sure I-For and 
the Bosnian police would re¬ 
spond to any request to ensure 
suspected mass graves were 
not tampered with. 

Pressed over attempts to cov¬ 
er up evidence of genocide, Mr 
Riflrin d condemned any inter¬ 
ference with sensitive sites and 
said the government was work¬ 
ing with the International Crim¬ 
inal Tribunal Raising the issue, 
highlighted in the Indepen¬ 
dent, Peter Hain, Labour MP 
for Neath, said it was “totally 
unacceptable that I-For should 
be failing to secure the sus¬ 
pected sites of mass graves” 
Leading article, page 20 


Ron Brown, the US Commerce 
Secretary whose plane crashed 
yesterday off Dubrovnik, has 
been one of the less trumpeted 
s rooesses of the Clinton ad¬ 
ministration. an assiduous pro¬ 
moter of US business abroad 
and a powerful behind-the- 
scenes counsellor in the affairs 
of the Democratic party whose 
chairman he used to be.. 

Of all the major agencies of 
American government, the 
Commerce Department is ar¬ 
guably the least understood, 
portrayed by its foes - not least 
among would-be government 
downsizeis in the Republican 
party who would simply abolish 
it-as a rambling ineffectual bu- 
reancracy that consumes tax¬ 
payer dollars to no appreciable 
purpose or result. 

'Ey telling that however to the 
scores of chief executives of US 
corporations who have accom¬ 
panied him on trade missions to 
every corner of the earth, from 
Rosas to China to the Middle 
East, and ikw to the former Yu¬ 
goslavia where several CEOs 
were believed to be aboard Mr 
Brown's Boeing 737jet. “As far 
as lam concerned, he is the star 
of this administration,” Edgar 
Woolard, chairman of Duffont, 
has said. George Fisher, head 
of Eastman Kodak and anoth¬ 
er beneficiary of the Brown sett¬ 
ing skills agrees: “He's given us 
more support than anyone I’ve 
ever seen in this department.” 

In feet, such skills come as no 
surprise to anyone who has fol- 
lovred his earlier political career 
before he was appointed to the 
Cabinet in December 1992. 
Ron Brown, bora in TVashing- 
ton DC in 1941, epitomises the 
capital insider, suave and dis¬ 
creet, a master of that intricate, 
incestuous world where politics, 
lobbying and business inter¬ 
lock - usually under the um¬ 
brella of high powered law 
firms like Patton, Boggs & 
Blow, where he was a partner 
for 11 years until 1992. 

Above all he is a negotiator 
and a conciliator. In the dark 
years spanning the late 1980s 
and the start of the 1990s, when 
the prospect of a Democrat 
ever recapturing the White 
House seemed to border on the 
impossible, no-one did more to 
heal the party's internal wounds. 


Rupert Comwel 

in Washington oi 
Ron Brawn, 
champion of US 
business abroac 


In 1983, as campaign manaser 
of the Rev Jesse Jackson, he vas 
an architect of the truce rith 
Michael Dukakis, the evcnpal 
Democratic nominee. The .fol¬ 
lowing year he was named >ar- 
ly chairman, and the reccrery 
since is in fair measure his 
achievement. It was Mr Brwn 
who soothed bruised egos, von 
over doubters, and prevetted 
any campaign to ditch Bill din- 
ton in the spring of 1992, ifaen 
the Arkansas Governor was 
trailing in the polls. 

In July came the triumjhani 
Democratic convention inNew 
York, orchestrated by Mr 
Brown, after which Mr Chiton's 
ultimate victory was nevr se¬ 
riously in doubt. Bill Gnton 
owed Ron Brown, as the say - 
bigtime. A Cabinet-level j*b was 
an almost inevitable roiurd. 

“He is one of the mat tal¬ 
ented people I’ve ever net in 
politics, says Susan Esticb, a 
leading Democratic part work¬ 
er in California and lonjsiand- 
ing friend. “Few have /eater 
skill and charisma, aid the 
sheer ability to bring people to¬ 
gether. If you want tounder- 
stand the resurgencaof the 
Democratic party, looVno fur¬ 
ther than Ron Brown.' 

In Government as veil, that 
work has continued. Jrown's 
visits to Calif ornia -up to a 
dozen a year - are no shall rea¬ 
son why Mr Clinton isiding so 
high in the polls in astate he 
must win this November to se¬ 
cure re-election. 

But Mr Brown’s prvaie busi¬ 
ness dealings have lotg been a 
controversy, above aD (payment 
of almost $500,000 fom a for¬ 
mer partner as settlensnt for his 
stake in a business wiich made 
no money and in wiich he in¬ 
vested neither moner nor time. 
He received the moiey in 1993. 
when he was aready in 
government. Whetter the trans¬ 
action amounts torinfluence- 
peddling is being investigated by 
an independent comseL ' * 
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____21_ international 

bill. Battle lines drawn as government reacts to health fears and unveils proposals that include traffic restrictions 
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e French government yes- 
■oay presented a bill to com- 
; pollution in cities and 
farming the right of every cit- 
v° breathe air that does 
1 ^namage their health" 
use in urban areas is 
s tng to arouse as much pas- 
s i as m Britain; shops and oth- 
e businesses are emergine 
a mg the chief defended of 
“car, fearing Joss of custom 
u e is restricted. 

le measures are a response 
« iblic worries about air quai¬ 
ls ter a summer and autumn 
m uch France was shocked to 
le i the air in Paris was peri- 
ttfHy more polluted than 
n London or Rome and 
tb: diesel fumes from cars 
mi some suburbs danger- 
oui live in. Among proposed 
™ e u'es are an obligation on 
au incils to monitor quality 
of i md publish the informa- 
tioi Jrafting regional plans 


targets for clean air; a pro- 
vision allowing local traffic re- 
stnctions when pollution is 
foreoist to reach an unaccept¬ 
able level, and studies to re-ex- 
amme “the role of the car” in 

SXSj? t,ons of more than 
00,000 people. Most of the 
measures will not come into 
force until 1998. 

The bill was presented with 
huge fanfare. The Environ¬ 
ment Minister, Corinne I / qvigp 
gave an Sam press conference 
and collected the first credit. 
The Prime Minster, Alain Jup¬ 
pe, was driven to the weekly cab- 
met meeting in a special 
“clean-fuel” car, then went to 
one of the air-quality monitor¬ 
ing points in Paris to underline 
Ms Lepage's measures and an¬ 
nounce a few- more. In be¬ 
tween, President Jacques 
Chirac had described the bill as 
“balanced and innovative”. 

Many people, however, not 
just environmental campaigners, 
expressed disappointment and 
voiced suspicion that the statu- 


Contented lot 
Ind happiness 
cm be addictive 


marmejevsky 

Comp d with north Euro¬ 
peans, ritons included, the 
Frencl nd to look happy with 
their k whether commuting, 
shoppi or just going about 
their d < business. A survey 
last yea lowed more than 90 
per ceiwere “happy to be 
French' 

Recei r, though, a malign 
explanai i for all this con- 
tentmen merged in the form 
of a rep t by a psychiatrist. 
Edouard arifian. who found 
that the ench were far and 
£way the ggest users of anti- 
depressai, tranquillisers and 
other “ha jiness” pills in Eu- 
npe. The Jealth Ministry re- 
iponded iy announcing a 
broject to beck usage of such 
irugs anc Snd out why con- 
fumption so high. 

I Aasordi» to Dr Zarifian's 
jtudy, the French take nine 
imes as rn iy tranquillisers as 
he British, vice as many sleep- 
ig pills as the Germans and 
vice as ma v painkillers as the 


ig pills a< the Germans and 
vice as ma v painkillers as the 
talians. 

More th« i 200.000 people 
ave [been in some form of 
ranquillisei for at least five 
ears] some for more than 10, 


Introducing the new project 
yesterday, the Health Minister, 
HervtS Gaymard, said doctors’ 
prescribing habits would be 
surveyed on a national basis, as 
would usage and the adverse ef¬ 
fects of such drugs. The project 
is due to lake two months and 
will be aimed at providing in¬ 
formation for patients, as well 
as for the government. 

While die word “cost” has 
not been mentioned in con¬ 
nection with the survey, this is 
likely to be one consideration. 
Spending on prescription drugs 
in France accounts for a large 
and growing proportion of 
health spending and curbing 
both the prescribing habits of 
doctors and the appetites of pa¬ 
tients by voluntary means is one 
of the government's priorities. 

Ministers hope that by re¬ 
ducing spending on drugs, they 
can maintain spending on hos¬ 
pital treatment and avoid the 
dread term “rationing” being | 
applied to health care. 

In this. Dr Zarifian could be 
a useful ally. Interviewed over 
the weekend, he condemned 
what he called “collusion” be¬ 
tween “experts" and “produc¬ 
ers" and accused GPs of 
handing out tranquillisers on 
demand. 
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lory controls and traffic re¬ 
strictions broached in discussion 
of the bill had fkllen victim to 
more powerful lobbies, notably 
the car and fuel producers. 

One specific proposal, for an 
extra 0.4 centime of tax cm 
every litre of fuel to help pay for 
the measures, was reportedly re¬ 
jected at the last minute and so 
other ways of meeting the esti¬ 
mated 350m-franc (£46m) cost 
will have to be found. 

While the bill falls far short 
of what many expected, it is still 
something of a departure for 
France, which has been years 
behind most north European 
countries in its embrace of 
“green” issues. Recycling is rel¬ 
atively undeveloped and until 
very recently air quality was not 
an issue. 

Explanations given include a 
Mediterranean lack of concern 
about public spaces, the low 
population density of much of 
France and the climatic pecu¬ 
liarities of Paris, where the air 
is regularly “cleaned” by strong 


winds. Static air, rather than the 
volume of traffic, took much of 
the blame for this summer's 
problems in Paris. 

The prevalence of diesel cars 
in France and a controversy 
about diesel pollution are com¬ 
plicating factors. Almost half 
France’s private cars are diesel 
because tax is lower than on 
petrol, lead-free petrol includ¬ 
ed. A suggestion (denied) ihat 
the government wanted to raise 
the tax on diesel caused an out¬ 
cry just before last year's pres¬ 
idential election and may have 
contributed to Edouard Bal- 
ladur’s fall in opinion polls. 

A recent report said diesel 
was as polluting as petrol and 
perhaps more dangerous. Since 
then, the government has hint¬ 
ed at reducing diesel's tax ad¬ 
vantage. Yesterday, without 
mentioning diesel, Mr Jupp£ 
said tax and price incentives 
could be introduced for “clean¬ 
er” cars. At present, the only in¬ 
centive is free city parking for 
France's few electric cars. 



Autogeddon: Gridlock during the most recent strikes in France, when vehicle use rocketed, contributing to pollution 
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ROBERT FISK 
Beirut 

Jacques Chirac cannot say he 
hasn’t been warned. If he does 
not denounce the “foreign oc- 
cupation" of Lebanon, the ex¬ 
rebel general, Michel Aoun, 
pontificated from his Paris 
exile yesterday, then Mr 
Chirac's visit to Lebanon today 
will represent support for “a 
collaborationist government". 

The Lebanese ex-president 
Amin Gemayel, whose period 
of office here was characterised 
by political manipulation and 
corruption, told readers of Le 
Figaro that the nation prepar¬ 
ing to receive the French leader 
was “under the jackboot". Will 
Mr Chirac notice on his arrival, 
Mr Gemayel asked acidly, how 
the walls of Beirut airport are 
covered with portraits of Pres¬ 
ident Hafez el-Assad of Syria? 

Indeed, they are. Dozens of 
them; and only a few of Presi¬ 
dent Hrawi of Lebanon, Mr 
Chirac's host. But Mr Chirac is 
not going to damage France's 
relations with Syria for Messers 
Gemayel and Aoun any more 
than he is going to break oB 


relations with the Lebanese 
government if this year's par¬ 
liamentary elections are not 
free and fair. Nor is Mr Chirac 
likely to smile at a trade union 
demonstration outside the par¬ 
liament building, which is in¬ 
tended to embarrass his old 
friend, Raflq Hariri, the 
Lebanese Prime Minister. 

First and foremost, the 
Chirac visit is about “hr gibire de 
b France" and his country^ 
seemingly endless "mission avi!- 
isatrice " in the Arab world. Its 
long, often bloody and some¬ 
times veiy odd relationship 
with Lebanon goes back to the 
crusades, when the local Ma- 
roniles unwisely joined forces 
with the Christian " Franj " 
against the Muslims of Arabia. 

In I860, France sent an army 
to protect the same Maronite 
community after the Christ- 
ian-Druze war. And in 1920, the 
one-armed First War hero Gen¬ 
eral Henri Gouraud turned up 
in Beirut on the authority of the 
League of Nations and carved 
the totally artificial state of 
Lebanon out of Syria. 

France’s League mandate, 
ostensibly shouldered on behalf 




Chirac: First and foremost, his 
visit is about La GJofre 

of those Arab nations which 
were not yet "ready*’ for inde¬ 
pendence, officially ended in 
1946: some would say it goes on 
for ever. The Christian major¬ 
ity of the 1920s is now a mi¬ 
nority, but one which still looks 
to France for inspiration and 
protection, as General Gouraud 
no doubt intended it should. 
French is the second language 
of Lebanon, whose Christians 
give their sons French names, 
send them to French universi¬ 
ties, buy French literature at cut 
prices and read local French 


newspapers and magazines. 

France joined the multina¬ 
tional force's doomed mission 
to Lebanon in 1982 and shared 
its martyrdom when a Shiite sui¬ 
cide bomber blew up the French 
military headquarters the fol¬ 
lowing year. Less honourable 
missions have included that of 

a French ministerial bodyguard 

who turned out to have been 
smuggling weapons out of civ¬ 
il war Lebanon and the visit of 
Francois Leotard to General 
Aoun in 19S9, a trip for which 
the newly-elected leader of the 
French centre-right UDF coali¬ 
tion was rewarded with a total¬ 
ly worthless Lebanese passport 
by the grateful general. 

Mr Chirac's journey has been 


preceded by those of Philippe 
S£guin, the president of the 
French assembly, Herv£ de 
Chare tie. the Foreign Minister, 
and the former interior minis¬ 
ter Charles Pasqua. Neverthe¬ 
less, today's state visit has 
importance for both sides. The 
Hrawi-Hariri government has 
been isolated by the US travel 
ban-to be lifted if Lebanon will 
stop the Hizbofiah attacking 
Israeli occupation soldiers-and 


France's support for Lebanon 
is a symbol of the country's con¬ 
tinuing links with the West. 

Mr Chirac will address par¬ 
liament, visit Mr Hariri and the 
Maronite Patriarch, Cardinal 
Sfeir, sign- two financial assis¬ 
tance programmes, v&t French - 
UN troops in southern 
Lebanon and possibly express 
support for a French peace¬ 
keeping role here when - if - 
there is peace with Israel. 

In reality, it is the decreasing 
IBce&hood of such an accord that 
makes Mr Chirac's visit all the 
more important The collapse 
of the American-israeli “peace 
process" is forcing Europeans 
to search for new policies m the 
region on the grounds that 
Europe will remain a neighbour 
of the Arabs long after the 
Oslo agreement is a dead tetter. 

And if a new peace process 
must return to the principles of 
UN resolutions 242 and 338 - 
total Israeli withdrawal in return 
for the security of all states in 
the area - then France’s seat on 
the Security Council will give 
it a casting vote in the next 
attempt to end the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 
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Sharon hurt by Lebanon accusation 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 

Did General Ariel Sharon lie to 
the Israeli prime minister about 
his plans 14 years ago to take 
the Israeli army all the way to 
Beirut? He denies it but the fact 
that it is made by the son of 
Menachem Begin, prime min¬ 
ister during Israel's disastrous 
invasion of Lebanon in 1982, is 
reopening a feud in the right- 
wing Ukud party, in which both 
men are leading figures. 

The dispute centres on the al¬ 
legation by Benny Begin that 
Gen Sharon, then Israel's de¬ 
fence minister, used permission 
for a limited incursion across the 
Lebanese border to launch a 
full-scale invasion. In the two 
years of fighting that followed, 
600 Israelis and more than 


11,500 people in Lebanon were 
killed, including 800 Palestini¬ 
ans massacred in the Sabra 
and Chatfia refugee camps. 

The claim resurfaced this 
week - at a deeply inconvenient 
moment for Likud in the run¬ 
up to the general election on 29 
May - when testimony by Ben¬ 
ny Begin in a libel case brought 
by Gen Sharon was mode pub¬ 
lic. He quotes his father, whose 
political career was ended by the 
Lebanese war, as saying there 
was “no truth to the state¬ 
ments" made by Gen Sharon 
that the cabinet had been in¬ 
formed about plans to go all the 
way to Beirut 

Gen Sharon, who will hope 
for a senior cabinet post if 
Likud wins the election, called 
a press conference to rebut the 
accusations. 


He said: “For 14 years I have 
been hounded by this libel that 
I lied to Menachem Be gin-" He 
says that the cabinet knew 
about his plans to send the army 
across a line 40km north of the 
Israeli border. 

There is more at stake here 
than an historical argument 
about what happened in 
Lebanon between 1982 and 
1984. It was the least success¬ 
ful war fought by Israel Its aims 
were to marginalise the PLO 
and end Syrian predominance 
in Lebanon. In both of these ob¬ 
jectives it wholly faded. 

Likud, hoping to win some 
advantage out of the present 
government's problems in 
Lebanon, does not want mem¬ 
ories of the invasion revived. 

The scandal resurfaced be¬ 
cause of Gen Sharon’s fondness 


for litigation, particularly 
against the press, which led 
him to sue the daily Haaretz for 
libel over an article, originally 
published in 1991, which said: 
“Menacbem Begin knows very 
well that Sharon deceived him." 

Other testimony in the case 
is also damaging to Gen 
Sharon. General Amram Mitz- 
na, in charge of Israel's north¬ 
ern command in 1982, says that 
in the first days of the war he 
remembers Gen Sharon saying 
he did not want the government 
provided with very detailed 
maps. He wanted them rather 
to be on “a scale so 
that the national leadership 
wouldn't be able to see where 
the arrows were pointing’’. 

A problem for Gen Sharon 
is that Menachem Begin, who 
died in 1992. was a national jam 


for Ukud supporters, so be 
needs to show that he had good 
relations with him. For the 
same reason, he needs to pull 
his punches in criticising Ben¬ 
ny Begin, who has inherited 
some of his father’s popularity. 

The best history of the inva¬ 
sion, Israel's Lebanon Wzr, by 
Zeev Schiff and Efaud Yaari, 
long ago concluded that Gen 
Sharon originally persuaded 
the cabinet to allow him to car¬ 
ry ont a 48-houur, 40-km attack 
and that he then escalated it into 
an all-out war. using tactical de¬ 
velopments on the ground as an 
excuse. 

They conclude: “Born of the 
ambition of one wilful, reckless 
man, Israel’s 1982 invasion of 
Lebanon was anchored in delu¬ 
sion, propelled by deceit and 
bound to end in calamity." 
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Tough talk: Yasser Arafat addresses protesting West Bank students yesterday 


Arafat jeered by studens 


STEPHANIE NOLEN 

Ramaflaft 

West Bank university students 
protested outside the Palestin¬ 
ian authority prison in Ramal- 
lab yesterday, demanding the 
release of the hundreds of stu¬ 
dents and Hamas activists ar¬ 
rested in the past few weeks, 
while a mile down the road, 
Yasser Arafat was leading the 
first Palestinian Legislative 


Council meeting ever to be 
held in the West "Bank. 

Speaking from an impromp¬ 
tu podium, the Palestinian Pres¬ 
ident told the students he had 
come to them as soon as he 
beard of their gathering. But as 
he began to speak about “part¬ 
nership" Mr Arafat was jeered 
by the crowd and some yelled 
“collaborator", the most hated 
epithet in the Palestinian loricun. 

It was a marked change from 


a scene only three pnths ear¬ 
lier, when Mr Arafeddressed 
an adoring crowd. the same 
site, days after therison had 
been abandoned hsraeli sol¬ 
diers redeploying fm Ramal- 
lah. Now its cells a foil again, 
with Palestinians rested in a 
crackdown on Haas activists 
demanded by Israafter the re¬ 
cent suicide bombgs- At least 
450 students have en jailed in 
the past two weel 
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Burundi 

tunes in to 
message 
of peace 


Ioavid orr 

pjjumbuna 

^ey call it Radio Umwizero 
m Kirundi, the language 
of Burundi, means Radio Hope. 
For the station has 

recorded a special programme 
° n ‘^ nxndi ’ s identity. 

We never give air time to 
people who are going to spout 
•pobtics, explains Hubert 
™ e - tiie French station head. 
TrWe want to broadcast a mes- 
■sage of peace and reconciliation, 
particularly to the young 
people”. 

• Radio Umwizero, officially 
...launched last weekend, aims to 
. provide a beacon of hope in this 
.deeply divided country, where 
extremists are all too ready to 
-■preach words of hatred and eth¬ 
nic division. Half a dozen pro¬ 
paganda sheets- both Hutu and 
Ihtsi - have been tanned by the 
government in recent weeks. 
But Radio Democracy, the 
ironically named Hutu “Hale 
Station", i&still beaming its su¬ 
premacist contagion into Bu¬ 
rundi from across the border in 
Zaire. 

- In this mountainous country 
of isolated rural communities 
with 80 per cent illiteracy, radio 
is a potent force for bringing 
people together - or for driving 
them still further apart. Those 
who broadcast for the common 
good are painfully mindful of 
the lethal potential of their 
medium. 

The 1994 genocide in neigh¬ 
bouring Rwanda was largely fu¬ 
elled by the invective poured 
forth by the extremist Hutu sta¬ 
tion, Radio MiQes Collin es. 

A Fran co-Burundian part¬ 
nership, Radio Omwizero is 
funded by money from the Eu¬ 
ropean Union. At the moment 
it can only broadcast for four 
hours a day but, as the exper¬ 
tise of its small team develops, 
it is hoped to extend the air time 
to eigpt hours a day. 

Such new ventures are few 
and f^r between in Burundi 
these days. The economy is in 
freefall and the government 
has only seven months of fiscal 


Rwanda racked by 
‘invisible genocide’ 


Nairobi (Reuter) - Tutsi sur¬ 
vivors of genocide in Rwanda 
and witnesses were being hunt¬ 
ed down by Hutu extremists in 
a new “invisible genocide" two 
years later, a human-rights 
group said yesterday. 

In a report, “Killing the Ev¬ 
idence". on the second an¬ 
niversary of the genocide, the 
London-based African Rights 
group said most of the killers 
Srere still at large and their tar¬ 
gets were Hutu witnesses and 
Tutsi survivors of the first mass 
slaughter. “Genocidal extrem- 
ists remain active, hunting down 
and murdering the survivors of 


them into silence and, if nec¬ 
essary, kill them too. This is the 
invisible genocide that... con¬ 
tinues, overlooked by most 
Rwandese and all internation¬ 
al organisations. 17 

But African Rights made 
only a passing mention of hu¬ 
man-rights abuses by the Tbtsi- 
led Rwanda Patriotic Army, 
which took power in July 1994 
and halted the genocide. 

Aid workers suspect same for¬ 
mer killers were among Hutu 
refugees returning to Rwanda 
on UN-sponsored visits from 
Zaire camps this year because 
they wanted to discover whether 
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reserves left for the payment of 
the militaiy and civil service. 

The confirmation this week 
by Burundi’s two largest foreign 
donors, the US and the EU, that 
they had suspended all eco¬ 
nomic development aid to the 
country has come as a blow to 
an administration already in ex¬ 
tremis. Until recently, aid from 
the international community 
accounted for nearly a quarter 
of Burundi's Growth Domestic 
Product. 

USAID, the American Over¬ 
seas Development Agency, is 
withholding $21 .5m of devel¬ 
opment aid. Fbr its part, the EU 
is suspending $6m of health aid 
and S8m of budget support. A 
further $70m of EU aid for new 
projects is not being disbursed 
because of the climate of vio¬ 
lence that persists. 

EU Commissioner Emma 
Bonino, who visited Burundi 
this week, said: “It's impossible 
for the international community 
to finance development pro¬ 
grammes as long as there exists 
insecurity in this country. It’s up 
to the authorities here to cre¬ 
ate the conditions for peace." 

Despite a programme of 
“pacification" spearheaded by 
the Hutu president, Sylvestre 
Ntibantunganya, and the Tkitsi 
prime minister, Antoine 
Nduwayo, Burundi continues to 
slide ever deeper into chaos and 
civil war. 

The violence has reached 
new levels of ferocity in recent 
weeks as attacks by Hutu rebels 
have broken out in the previ¬ 
ously calm southern half of the 
country. The Tutsi-dominated 
army has been waging a cam¬ 
paign of often brutal suppres¬ 
sion against Hutus in an effort 
to quell the insurgency. 

Fighting between Hutus and 
minority Tutsis began after the 
assassination in 1993 of Bu¬ 
rundi’s first elected Hutu pres¬ 
ident, Melchior Ndadaye. Since 
then, the conflict has-claimed 
tens of thousands of lives. Many 
fear Burundi could fall victim to 
the same ethnic cataclysm 
which engulfed Rwanda two 
years ago this weekend. 
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Legal blow: The white supremacist leader Eugene Terre Blanche leaving the court after five members of his group were jailed Photograph: Reuter 


S Africa 
jails five 
neo-Nazis 


JULIETTE SAUNDERS 
Reuter 

Johannesburg — Five Sou^h 
African neo-Nazis were each 
jailed for 26 years yesterday 
after being convicted of mur¬ 
dering 20 people in a bombing 
blitz aimed at disrupting South 
Africa’s first democratic elec¬ 
tions in 1994. 

Relatives wept as the judge 
read out the sentences and 
were consoled by the Afrikan¬ 
er Resistance' Movement 
leader, Eugene Terre Blanche. 

Mr Terre Blanche, in cam¬ 
ouflage uniform, said he did not 
want to react immediately to the 
sentencing of the men, members 
of his white, right-wing move¬ 
ment. but would save ms com¬ 
ments for a rally in Pretoria 
planned for last night. 

Judge Modus Flemming 
delayed sentences against four 
right-wingers on the run after 
escaping from prison last 
month. Five others, convicted of 
possessing weapons and explo¬ 
sives, were sentenced from 
Lhree to just over six years. 
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The Rev Arthur Morton 


For nearly a quarter of a 
century, from 1954 to 1979, 
Arthur Morton was the public 
face of the National Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children. 

As the NSPCC's director he 
became known through fre¬ 
quent radio broadcasts and 
television appearances. He was 
also much in demand as a 
speaker, not only at meetings of 
the society’s branches through¬ 
out England, Wales and North¬ 
ern Ireland, but at many outside 
bodies as well. 

His time at the helm coin¬ 
cided with major changes in the 
way charities were run. Among 
other achievements, he fought 
hard to obtain realistic funding 
from the Government, turned 
round a Home Office recom¬ 
mendation that the NSPCC 
lose its ability to initiate pro¬ 
ceedings in the juvenile courts, 
and in the early 1970s brought 
staff pay in line with salaries in 
local authorities' to prevent the 
continual poaching of the 
NSPCC’s well-trained, but 
poorly paid staff. 

Born in Bake we II, Der¬ 
byshire, in 1915. Morton was ed¬ 
ucated at the Imperial Service 
College at Windsor and Jesus 
College. Cambridge, where he 
read History. Before joining the 
NSPCC he served as a chaplain 
for 10 years with the Missions 
to Seamen in Manchester. It 


Oliver James Nfendeleur Kitson. 
fourth Baron Airedale, was ed¬ 
ucated at Eton and Trinity Col¬ 
lege, Cambridge, and lived, 
when he was not in the House 
of Lords, in UfFord Hall, a 
large if somewhat dilapidated 
mansion near Stamford in Lin¬ 
colnshire. This conjures up the 
popular picture of an hereditary 
peer. Nothing could be more 
misleading. 

His appearance, to borrow a 
journalist’s phrase in describing 
one of Airedales fellow peers, 
“showed an almost ostenta¬ 
tious disregard for fashion 1 ' or 
even for the normal conventions 
of tidiness. His favourite drink 
was elderflower champagne, 
which he brewed himself. He 
showed no sign of personal 
ambition or of atty desire to 
advance his own interests. He 
was a natural and loyal member 
of the Liberal Party and laterof 
the Liberal Democrat Party, but 
was always content to be an ut¬ 
terly reliable supporter, without 
seeking any firontbench position. 

The House of Lords was the 


At a time when the charts 
are dominated by Beaties 
re-releases, Beatles sound- 
alikes, disco acts and prefabri¬ 
cated teen stars like Take That, 
the death of Wes Farrell, the 
American songwriter and mu¬ 
sic entrepreneur, helps us pul 
these trends into perspective. 

Farrell was part of the leg¬ 
endary Bril) Building school of 
songwriting, and while working 
there, he co-wrote the song 
“Boys”, with Luther Dixon. In 
1961, it was recorded by the 
Shire lies and appeared on the 
B-side of their world-wide hit 
“Will You Love Me Tomorrow". 
“Boys” quickly became a staple 
of the Beatles' repertoire, giv¬ 
ing Ringo Starr a rare oppor¬ 
tunity to shine vocally. The Fab 



Morton: face of the NSPCC 


was an appointment more suit¬ 
ed to his undoubted talents 
than the two to three years he 
bad spent as a curate following 
training for the ministry at 
Wydiffe Hall. Oxford, ana or¬ 
dination. At Manchester he 
was the cricket-loving parson 
with a robust sense of humour 
and an easy rapport with the 
seamen he was there to serve. 

The chance to move to the 
NSPCC came in 1951 when he 
was appointed Assistant Di¬ 
rector. Just three years later, folr 
lowing the death on holiday in 
Switzerland of the then direc¬ 
tor, the Rev Wilton N. McCann, 
Arthur Monos was elected to 
succeed him and only retired in 
1979 following the onset of 
Parkinson’s disease. 

The first director of the so¬ 


ciety, and one of its founding fa¬ 
thers, was the Rev Benjamin 
Wfcugh (1839-1908), a congre¬ 
gational minister. He had en¬ 
sured that, from its beginnings 
in 1884, the society was not 
linked to any religion or de¬ 
nomination, and so was free to, 
go to the help of any child of 
whatever creed or of none. 
Morton, another clergyman, 
shared Waugh's sentiment to 
the full, sometimes referring 
to the NSPCC as a secular 
charity. 

The years from 1954 to 1979 
were difficult ones for the 
NSPCC Early on, there were 
delicate negotiations to be han¬ 
dled which were to lead to the 
branches in die Republic of Ire¬ 
land leaving the parent body in 
1956 and setting op as the Irish 
Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children. 

In October 1960 the De¬ 
partmental Committee on Chil¬ 
dren and Young Persons set up 
by the Home Office under the 
chairmanship of Viscount In- 
gleby reported. The committee 
had been given the task of con¬ 
sidering the working of the law 
as it related to the powers of the 
courts in respect of juveniles 
brought before them. One of 
the recommendations in the 
Ingleby Report was that the 
NSPCC should lose its status as 
an Authorised Pinson to initi¬ 
ate proceedings in the juvenile 


courts. In the months following 
the report’s publication, Mor¬ 
ton travelled the country, 
patting forward the society’s 
case, and, ultimately, the 
government of the day decided 
not to proceed with the 
recommendation. 

There was a price to pay. 
There had been criticism, some 
of it justified, of the indifferent 
training given to the society's in¬ 
spectors, as they were then 
called. Arthur Morton recog¬ 
nised the inadequacy and was 
successful in initiating a spe¬ 
cialist training department 
geared to the needs of the 
NSPCC 

In collaboration with Anne 
Allen, Morton wrote This Is 
Your Child , published in 1961, 
an outline of the history of the 
NSPCC and that same year was 
appointed OBE. 

He travelled widely through¬ 
out his time as director of the 
society. In the early Seventies 
he went several times to the 
United States and was very 
keen that the society should be 
in the forefront of the work 
needed to counter what became 
known as tire “battered baby 
syndrome”, die identification of 
which had been largely under¬ 
taken in the US by Brandt 
Steele and Henry Kempe, both 
doctors. His initiative led to the 
society's setting up the Nation¬ 
al Advisory Centre on the Bat- 


Lord Airedale 


ideal forum for Airedale’s own 
approach to politics. An ardent 
supporter of individual human 
rights, he identified causes to 
which he attached great im¬ 
portance, and fought for them 
gently but relentlessly - con¬ 
sumer protection, animal 
welfare and, above all, the 
maintenance of the policies 
and procedures which he recog¬ 
nised as essential to the 
underpinning of democratic 
government. In his own quiet, 
unassuming but very deter¬ 
mined way he was an able and 
devoted politician. The House 
recognised this and he became 
Deputy Chairman of Commit¬ 
tees in the Lords in 1961 and 
Deputy Speaker in 1967. 

He was also a long-standing 
member of the Joint Commit¬ 
tee on Statutory Instruments. 
This body, perhaps not widely 
known away from Westmin¬ 
ster, is an invaluable watchdog 
ensuring that governments do 
not, either deliberately or in¬ 
advertently, slip through leg¬ 
islative changes in regulations 


which have not been subject to 
proper parliamentary control. 
Membership involves a great 
deal of hard, detailed, nnglam - 
orous work, the sort of work for 
which Airedale was peculiarly 
well suited and which he obvi¬ 
ously enjoyed. He had a dose 
knowledge of the way a demo¬ 
cratic parliament is supposed to 
work and was a stickler for the 
most rigorous application of the 



Airedale: quiet persistence 
Photograph: Monitor 


rules. Over and over again, 
when some procedural matter 
was being argued in the Cham¬ 
ber of the House, Airedale 
would rise quietly from his 
backbench seat mid provide 
the precise and exact answer to 
the question under discussion. 

He was also a stickler for the 
correct use of the English lan¬ 
guage. He understood how 
slovenliness in language could 
lead to dangerously muddled 
thinking. One of his deter¬ 
mined but unsuccessful cam¬ 
paigns was to change the words 
used by the Home Secretary 
when wiping out a conviction for 
“free pardon” to “grant of ex¬ 
oneration”: no one would wish 
to be “pardoned” for a crime 
never committed. 

Lord Airedale was a very pri¬ 
vate person. He was good- 
tempered, good-humoured and 
friendly, always willing to chat 
at meal times, or in the appro¬ 
priate parts of the library. But 
he also appeared to be happy 
in his own company. A bache¬ 
lor, living alone, he was no 


Wes Farrell 


Four’s infectious early sound 
was heavily influenced by 
American girl groups of the 
time (they also adapted the 
Shirelles' “Baby It’s You”) and 
“Boys” was duly included on 
their first album. Please Please 
Me, and also features on the 
recent Anthology /. 

“Boys" is only the tip of the 
iceberg of pop classics with 
which Farrell was involved over 
the years. In the early Sixties, he 
co-wrote “Come a Little Bit 
Closer” for Jay & The Ameri¬ 
cans, “Goodbye Baity (Baby 
Goodbye)" for Solomon Burke, 
and “My Girl Sfoopy**. an R&B 
hit for the Vibrations. In 1965. 
the McCoys, featuring a very 
young Rick Derringer, had an 
American No 1 (and British No 


5 ) with a reworking of this song 
entitled “Hang On Sloopy”. It 
has been recorded by over 150 
artists since. 

Farrell had obvious business 
acumen and quickly realised 
that the real money was in 
publishing. In the mid-Sixties, 
he set up his own company, the 
Wes Farrell Organisation, and 
signed upcoming writers such as 
Chip Taylor (“W3d Thing"), 
Neil Diamond (*Tm a Believ¬ 
er”) and Tbrnmy Boyce and 
Bobby Hart (“Last Train To 
Clarksville"). 

Having witnessed the Mon- 
kees’ success at close quarters, 
Farrell soon began promoting 
other bubblegum acts like Every 
Mother’s Son, Brooklyn Bridge 
and the wholesome family 


groups the Cowsills and, more 
famously, the Partridge Family. 
The fictitious and televised Par¬ 
tridges featured Shirley Jones 
and her real-life stepson David 
Cassidy, who became a teenage 
idol in the United States and in 
Britain with sugary hits such as 
“I Think I Love You”, "How 
Can I Be Sure" and “Coaid It 
Be Forever”. This blueprint for 
success has since been handed 
down to scheming managers of 
potential teen idols the world 
over, Farrell himself having 
had a decent second stab at 
the television-pop crossover 
with the Australian Rick 
Springfield. 

Over the years, the Wes Far¬ 
rell Organisation grew into a 
masave operation, with affiliates 


tered Child in 1974, followed tty 
a number of special units. 

In the years that followed, 
Arthur Morton set out with 
some success to obtain from 
centr al government a realistic 
level of frugal support for the 
society, something ithad lacked 
from its founding because, un¬ 
like other children’s charities, it 
had never run children’s homes, 
and therefore did not have chil¬ 
dren in care for whom a chaise 
could be made. 

When in 1979 he retired, 
Arthur Morton was appointed 
cvo. The years since then 

were spent quietly as tbe disease 
took its grip. To the end, 
however, his memory was 
unaffected. His lively conver¬ 
sation was enhanced by wide 
reading and a delirious sense of 
humour. 

John Low ! 

Arthur Morton, priest and char¬ 
ity worker bom BakewelL, Der¬ 
byshire 29 June 1915; ordained 
deacon 1938, priest2939; Curate, 
St Catherine’s, Neasden 1938-41; 
Chaplain, Missions to Seamen, 
Manchester 1941-51; Assistant 
Director, National Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Chil¬ 
dren 1951-54, Director1954-79; 
OBE 1961; CVO 1979; married 
1940 Medora Harrison (died 
1995; two daughters); died Hill 
Head, Hampshire 25 March 
1996. 


recluse. An agreeable com¬ 
panion in the House, he seemed 
to enjoy, but not particularly 
to need the company of other 
people. He could talk interest¬ 
ingly on a range of subjects, but 
was obsessed by none; or if he 
was, he kept it to himself, Qui¬ 
et persistence for the causes in 
which he believed was peihaps 
his distinguishing characteristic. 

At this time of year we would 
be waiting, and this year will 
wait in vain, for him to ask when 
the Government would imple¬ 
ment the Easter Act of 1928 fix¬ 
ing the date of Easter. Easter 
“wandering all over the calen¬ 
dar”, as he put it, seemed illog¬ 
ical and untidy. In such matters 
he did care about tidiness. 

Naacy Seear 

Oliver James Vandeleur Kitson, 
politician: bom 22 April 1915; 
called to the Bar, Inner Temple 
1941; succeeded 1958 as fourth 
Baron Airedale; Deputy Chat¬ 
man of Committees, House of 
Lords 1961-96, Deputy Speaker 
1962-96; died 19 March 1996 


around the world, a jingles 
company and labels like 
Chelsea Records. 

Always a music enthusiast, 
Farrell tried his hand at pro¬ 
ducing and was also involved in 
film soaring. In 1992, he showed 
he had lost none of his original 
drive and set up Music Enter¬ 
tainment Group Incorporated, 
quickly acquiring the Benson 
Music Group, a Nashville-based 
company with one of the largest 
Christian catalogues in the 
world. 

Pierre Femme 

Wes Farrell, songwriter and pub¬ 
lisher bom New York 1940; 
twice married (one son, two 
daughters); died Fisher Island, < 
Florida 29 Februarv 1996 



‘Ay ay ayf: Lola la Grande’, queen of ranchera, a Mexican equivalent of countjy-and-westsni 


Lola Beltran 


Lola “la Grande” departed as 
befits the queen o( ranchera , ly¬ 
ing in state at the Palario de Bel¬ 
las Aries in Mexico City, an 
august institution where 20 
years earlier she bad been the 
first popular singer to perform. 

Her coffin was borne there 
amid mariachi bands, a melee 
of photographers, politicians, 
and the cream of Mexican show 
business, crying and si gning au¬ 
tographs as they went. Aproned 
women tortilla sellers wailed 
u Vcva Lola! She’s gone!” and 
sang lines from her songs: Lola 
Beltran had plied their trade as 
a girl and it was generally be¬ 
lieved that the great care she 
took of her famously slender ex¬ 
pressive hands, which were in¬ 
sured for an extravagant sum, 
was a result of her awareness of 
the physical work they had 
been spared. 

Ranchers song, a sort of 
Mexican equivalent to country- 
and-western, grew from a re¬ 
gional folk style at the beginning 
of this century, to become a na¬ 
tional symbol by the 1950s. It is 
the music of the mariachi bands, 
with their sombreros and ornate 
charro costumes, of melodra¬ 
matic songs of lore, betrayal and 
tequila, and of the characteris¬ 
tic drawn-out u ayayayr of de¬ 
spair at life and the opposite sex. 
Like Spanish flamenco, it later 
became stereotyped to the point 
of kitsdi and has captured a new 
andience in the last few years 
through new semi-satirical 


interpreters, as well as its great 
old practitioners. The most 
prominent of the former, Astrid 
Hadad, whose act simulta¬ 
neously pays homage to the 
ranchera tradition and parodies 
iL saluted Beltran, among the 
pages of press testimonials, for 
her magnificent voice, her pow¬ 
erful personality and her huge 
presence. 

Beltran’s predecessor as 
queen of rancher a, the Billie 
Holliday-esque Lucba Reyes, 
who died of a barbiturate over¬ 
dose in 1944, made a great im¬ 
pression upon Beltran's singing 
style, and also on her life style. 
Beltran's life however was sta¬ 
ble and untragic, partly, it was 
said, because she had been so 
shocked by a biopic of the 
Reyes story that she had re¬ 
solved always to keep her own 
private life uneventful. She was 
married to a bullfighter, Alfre¬ 
do Leal, and had one daughter, 
Marielena. who also became a 


Beltran was born Maria Lu¬ 
cia Bei tran Aicayaga in a small 
town on the Guif of California 
in northern Mexico, probably in 
1931, though in later life she was 
evasive about her age. She be¬ 
gan singing as a child and 
moved with her mother to the 
capital, Mexico City, in her 
teens, where she worked as a 
secretary in the radio station 
XEW, before being “discov¬ 
ered" in one of the station’s 
weekly broadcast talent com¬ 


petitions. She was immediate¬ 
ly successful, and embarked on 
a 40-year career which result¬ 
ed in at least 60 films and 70 
records. 

Although she revelled to the 
full in the melodrama of 
rtmeheru, and raised it to hith¬ 
erto unseen heights of glitz in 
her big mariaefai-crarnmed 
stage shows, her work was not 
simply formulaic. Her Sheme 
song, “Cucurrucucu Patbma ", 
written by the great ranchera 
composer Tomas Mendez, was 
a notable departure from the 
norms of ranchera machismo, 
whereby women are tradition¬ 
ally the ones to bewail the men 
who leave them, in that the sub¬ 
ject of the song, whose sobbing 
for his faithless lover resounds 
even after death, is a man. 

Shortly before her death, 
Lola Beltran completed work 
on an album of songs by the top 
pop ranchera composer Juan 
Gabriel, with two other star 
singers, which was tipped to be 
the “disc of the century”. As the 
writer Carlos Monsivais said of 
her, “Ranchera song is one of 
the last bastions of [Mexican} 
nationalism, and the culminat¬ 
ing figure of ranchera song is 
Lola Beltran.” 

Philip Sweeney 

Maria Lucia Beltran Aicayaga 
(Lola Beltran), singer: bom 
c 1931; married Alfredo Leal 
(one daughter j; died Mexico City 
24 March 1996. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

ALEXANDER: Isabel Mary, on 27 
March 1996, aged S5. Painter, natu¬ 
ralist. mother and grandmother. 
Memorial at the Friends’ Meeting 
House, Queen’s Road, Utley, at 3pm 
on Hiesday 9 Aprfl. Donations, if de¬ 
sired, to Mane Curie Cancer Care. 
Arden Lea, Queen's Drive, Hkley 
LS299QR. 

MAUGHFUNCs Daphne Phyllis, a 
much-loved wife, mother, grand- 
mother and friend, died peace tally at 
Cheltenham on Tuesday 2 April. Fu¬ 
neral service for immediate family 
only, a memorial service wffl be held 
at a date to be arranged. Donations 
in lieu of flowers for Saw the Chil¬ 
dren Fund nanr be sent to Beechwood 
Funeral Services. 66 Aftma Street, 
Cheltenham GL52 2RW (01242 
220208). to whom enquiries can 3ko 
he made. 

PtfT-BROOKE: Rosatind Anne (Has 
M 





Love revealed in a bowl of dirty water 

Dweariiwt eye-wmess 3 Ccoimt of the eel- p symbolic importance. Matthew, Mai 

stobOTCrfHQjy'w^ctmiesfrcmthepen Luke describe the institution of th 

rf a pflgnm csdled Egena. She had_trav- SllgUrrUZrUo Eucharist at the Last Supper straightfoi 

:Hed to the Holy Land from distant J wardlv. John ref*™ it v 


Our earliest eye-witness account of the cel¬ 
ebration of Hoty Week comes from tbe pen 
of a pilgrim called Egeria. She had trav¬ 
elled to the Holy Land from distant 
Spain. The report she sent home evokes 
her powerful sense of being in the “holy 
places”. The community is re-enacting the 
last days of Christ’s life there, where they 
actually happened: 

When everyone arrives at Gethsemane, they hare 
an app ropriate prayer, a hymn, and then a read¬ 
ing from the Gospel about the Lord's arrest. By 
the time it has been read, everyone is groaning 
and lamenting and weeping so loudly that peo¬ 
ple even across in the oty can probably hear it 
alL 

We cannot all celebrate Holy Week in 
Jerusalem. However, the unfolding dra¬ 
in a of the Easter liturgy allows us to share 
in a vivid act of communal remembering. 
The procession on Palm Sunday, the in¬ 
stitution of the Eucharist on Maundy 
Thursday, the veneration of the Cross on 
Good Friday- tradition^ ceremonies such 
as these invite us to reflect on the origi¬ 
nal events by becoming ourselves a part 
of the narrative. 

Formally centuries, Maundy Thursday 
has been celebrated also by re-enacting 
the scene where Christ washes his disci¬ 
ples’ feet Traditionally the rite has been 
accompanied by tbe antiphon Ubi cantos; 
“Where charity and love are found, there 
is God." The English word “Maundy" re¬ 
calls St John’s interpretation of this action 
as an expression of love. It comes from 
the Latin mandatum , meaning “com¬ 
mandment”, and refers to Jesus 4 words: 
*T give you a new commandment: love one 
another as I have loved you.” 

Familiarity can breed inattenliveness. 
Tbo easily we lake it for granted that the 


Dr Margaret Atkins, of Trinity 
and All Saints’ College, Leeds, 
continues our meditations on 
tbe significance of Holy Week 
by examining the foot-washing 
ceremony traditional today. 

is difficulttiffecl afresh the toock of St 
John's stray. (Peter felt this, of course, and 
expressed it with his usual hasty bluntness: 
“Yon shall never wash my feet!*') St 
John's narrative begins with a sentence 
startling in its incongruity: 


las hands, and that be had come from Goa and 
was KNDg to God, he got up from tbe table, took 

off his outer robe, and tied a towel around 
himself (Johnxm, 2-3). 

The incongruity is heightened by St 
John’s own portrait of Jesus. Of the four 
Gospels, it is his that consistently dwells 
on the gfozy of the Son of God made man. 
Tbe Gospel is punctuated by the majes¬ 
tic phrases with which Christ identifies 
himself: “I am the Bread of life”; “I am 
the True Vine”; “I am toe Wfey, the Truth 

and the Life”. Yet here, and here, does 

the Son of God pick up a towel and dirty 
his hands in the menial task of washinc 
feeL 

St John does not teD a story for the sake 
of it. When he relates a miracle, he rwlk 
it a sign; and he selects his signs for their 


symbolic importance. Matthew, Mark 
mid Luke describe the institution of the 
Eucharist at the Last Supper straightfor¬ 
wardly. John refers to it obliquely in his 
discourse on the bread of life, which fol¬ 
lows the feeding of the five thousand. The 
■‘narade-stoiy’’ is narrated because of what 
rt tells us about the identity of Christ. 

The same is true of the washing of feeL 
At one level we are offered an example 
to imitate: “If I, then, the Lord and the 
Master, have washed your feeL you also 
ought to wash one another’s feet/But this 
is not just a moral tale. It needs to be con¬ 
nected with Christ's mission as a whole. 
St John's narrative is interwoven here with 
remmders of Jesus’ immediate destiny: 
*■£*■««** Peter ' s the- “hour" 

that had come for Jesus to depart The next 
act in toe drama wffl be that arrest over 
which Egena s congregation wffl one day 
weep- For Christ s life as a whole has “the 
form of a servant... obedient unto death" 
(Phflippians ii, 7-8). That is toe shape that 
his glory takes. 

God chose to reveal Himself through 
a human life. Therefore Lhe love toatis 
at toe heart of God becomes a stray. With¬ 
in tbe life of God, unconditional self- 
giving is inseparably united to glory 
When they are projected on to the screen 
of human life, they form a narrative: the 
self-emptying of toe Incarnation; toe self¬ 
surrender of toe Passion, and then the 
final triumph of the Resurrection 

The Easter liturgy as it slowly xlnfolds 
allows us to reteD the drama in contem- 
As we relive each year the details 
of Christ’s life, we are offered a space to 
attend to their significance; to ponder toe 
theological troths concealed in a bowl of 
dirty water. 
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^ynprt^?l an . narrow *y esca P ecl jail after stealing £20,000 to fund her infertility treatment. Now she’s 
m ung triplets. How long will it be before IVF is so cheap that it could be freely 

available on the NHS? Glenda Cooper reports 


thb^^aJ “ ** "f re PiUed; they suffered in 
£20^000 from her employers, a finanrp Now ' quile under slandably. 

company, over a w *£ demand treatment. 

taut, she took the moneS’bv fSlp f ' el Lha ^ im f ue ^ iiate[ y raises questions 
cheques. In many cases such-wS?! f °°f and P"? 1 *"*- On die other side, 
would have led to a nrknn t*-™ in *1 ^ 5 ple 311506 mfertfl ity is not an illness 

the judge in Ms Darby'scastTlSd her “ d I*™* 1 "! 0 IVF should go 


the judge in Ms Darfrscase ISlA h? r i 1110 m ° ne y diverted into IVF should go 
he foiS himself “unable^^nl t mtoother, more needy areas. 
lo prison, adding "many wo5d «h!f5 .J*| e 6051 of 1VF treatment varies 

tears for your history^ ^ h d SH* fr ^ ^ P cr L ***** on die 
That history was £ll '.on fi.mii:*.H??. 1 *”*! £*& the hc ^ lh aulh or- 


to prison, adding “many would shed 
tears for your history". 
t . 71131 history was all too familiar to 
thousands of women, although few co 
quite as far as she did. Mrs Darby stole 
the money to pay for fertility 'treat- 
ment after a failed pregnancy. She said 
her depression follow¬ 
ing her inability to pi_-i 

conceive had made kviml 

her “lose all sense of 
right and wrong”. COUpIc 

Whether desperate .£c- 

mothers-to-be should ITG 

be able to escape pun- ci | or 

isbment m this way is ol l“l 
highly questionable. +L.-.. 

But the case throws LilGy V 

into sharp relief the a u 0 u 

capacity for in vitro « UdU 

fertilisation to provoke 4.u,~ w -j 

controversy, about “ *“Y U 

how it should be paid 
for and who should be 1*631 
eligible for iL Should 
Michelle Darby have been in a posi¬ 
tion to have to steal money to pay for 
a treatment that could be available on 
the NHS? 

On one side of the debate there arc 
harrowing stories of parents desper¬ 
ate for a child who could not afford 
to pay for private treatment. This is an 
area in which technology has altered 
our moral sense. It is difficult not to 
feel sympathy for childless couples 
desperate to have a baby, when we 
know that advances in medical science 
have brought a treatment which could 
help them. Once childless couples 


Childless 
couples once 
suffered in 
silence if 
they wanted 
a baby. Now 
they demand 
treatment 


ity) to up to JEL500 per cycle at the top 
private clinics. Mosl couples usually 
sign up for three cycles, although 
some despairing ones will try as many 
as nine or ten. 

Around 90 per cent 
of treatments are paid 
"”“‘ 0 for privately at the 

5 nnPA moment. Figures for 

a NHS spending on IVF 

Pfi in are not held centrally. 

1,1 but it has been esti- 

if mated by health econ- 

11 omists at about £25m. 

o r\t pH ft is IS years since 

a,,LCU Louise Brown, the 

Nrv\A/ world’s first test-tube 

. vuw baby, was bom in 

tmanH Britain. Yet the chances 

.iiiai iu ofgenillg jyp m slill 

npnt 3 loltei y’ ° uicorac 

1 1L can turn on which side 

of the street you live. 
Not all health authorities will fund 
IVF: only 52 per cent do so. And even 
if you live in an authority that funds 
treatment, there are widely differing 
criteria. That was the experience of 
Julie and Michael Seale from 
Sheffield, whose treatment eventually 
was paid for by an anonymous donor. 

Mrs Scale, 38, was told two years ago 
she was too old for IVF treatment on 
the NHS. Had the couple lived in 
Wakefield - just eight miles away and 
covered by a different health author¬ 
ity - Mrs Seale would have been eligi¬ 
ble for free treatment until she was 42. 


Those who cannot get free treatment 
face a further lottery - in the amount 
they pay. A private treatment can cost 
anywhere between £1,500 and £2,500. 
But they are able to charge such a high 
price because demand for treatment so 
outstrips supply. A better indication of 
the real cost of treatment was provided 
by the Chelsea and Westminster Hos¬ 
pital earlier this year, which said it 
would charge patients who did not 
qualify for free treatment £800. Other 
hospitals, such as St Thomas’s, King’s 
College and Walsgrave Hospital, 
Coventry also charge below £1,000 to 
those who fail to qualify. 

Mosl people agree’ 
that the present system TKp 
is arbitrary and capri- ■ 1 ^ 
cious. But Warwick- tr/aaf 

shire Health Author- u“al 

ity, which took the x/onpc 

decision three years v<a * 

ago not to fund IVF fr^m £' 
treatment, says there ■iUIII X. 
are no easy solutions. owrdcx 

Dr Greg Wells, 
director of public MUQ +: 

health, said it was "not i^no U 

an issue of the moral .TO CfV 

worth of IVF. Bui we 
worked out that it ririv/ata 

would cost us £lJm a (JilVaLC 

year to cope with the 
demand. And we just didn't have 
£1.5ra to spend on a new service. 

"It was a difficult decision. But you 
are not talking about a lifesaving pro¬ 
cedure.” 

Not surprisingly, Susan Rice, the 
chief executive of Issue, the National 
Fertility Association, disagrees with 
that kind of calculation: “You can have 
a baby if you can afford to pay for it. 
It's an attitude that makes me angry. 
You can't treat a baby like a com¬ 
modify." Issue demands free IVF 
treatment on the basis of clinical 
need. Its argument is that the dramatic 


The cost of IVF 
treatment 
varies widely, 
from £700 per 
cycle on the 
NHS to up to 
£2,500 at top 
private clinics 


rise in costs could be met by increases 
in efficiency. 

“Many treatments fail because peo¬ 
ple have to wait so long - say three or 
four years - and then, naturally, they 
are older and the operation has less 
chance of success, ” it says. 

But Issue's position is the most rad¬ 
ical. Most people believe rationing 
could never be fully eliminated. The 
challenge instead is to make sure LhaL 
more people can afford treatment. 

Dr Peter Bromwich, medical direc¬ 
tor of Midland Fertility Services, a pri¬ 
vate clinic, suggests practices need to 
change to make the treatment more 
affordable. One focus 
i- j-yf jwp of this might be the 
L LM ivr fertility-stimulating 
nont dnigs usually pre- 
MCML scribed by GPs. These 
A/iHplv cost about £600 aad 
rviuciy, many GPs are under 
r)A n£>r pressure not to pre- 
\J\J fJCl scribe to keep down 
ip* 1-Kp their drugs bill. So 
HI U 1C quite frequently a cou- 
i | in to pie cannot take up the 
u r health authority's offer 

#>+■ +fyri of treatment because 
aL LUp they would have to pay 

clinics drugs thsm - 

Dr Bromwich 
argues that the drug should be free - 
in the way the contraceptive pill is free 
- and this could be achieved by giving 
the responsibility for prescribing over 
to the hospital. 

However, the main problem is that 
not all authorities fund infertility 
treatment. Chris Ham, professor of 
health policy at Bir mingham Univer¬ 
sity, thinks the Department of Health 
should issue a national framework 
which recognises infertility as a med¬ 
ical condition and makes IVF a treat¬ 
ment that should be available in all 
authorities. 


He argues that every authority 
should publish their policies: “If that 
happened I think you would find that 
there would be more convergence 
and the wider discrepancies would be 
ironed out." 

But Dr Peter Brinsden, medical 
director of Bourn Hall in Cam¬ 
bridgeshire, the private clinic which 
pioneered IVF, and Professor Robert 
Winston, professor of fertility studies 
at the Institute of Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology, Hammersmith Hos¬ 
pital, west London, agree that a I 
radical overhaul of IVF services j 
around the country would make jfl 
them far more efficient by creat- fl 
ing larger units. K 

As Professor Winston, who H 
today publishes a book on IVF, gAj 
Mating Babies, argues that larger H* 
units will provide more expert fl| 
treatment and so cut down on JK 
waste. B| 

Dr Brinsden argues that 
similar centres have been sue- 
cessfully established for flW|| 
neurosurgery and cancer B|:| 
treatment " |Kl| 

The future of IVF could JE||p 
well change dramatically by 
the next decade if a research BjjjgM 
trial at Hammersmith sue- 
ceeds in growing the eggs 
outside the woman's body. ^H|i§y 
That would lower drug and 
surgery costs. If successful, BV, 
Professor Winston esti- 
mates the cost of IVF 
could fall five-fold, 
opening the treatment lHp|f§j§ 
up to more people. W,' 

At its most optimistic, We- ■, 
Professor Winston’s ^ 

vision could mean that M|||||| 
women like Michelle 
Darby may never again 
feel they have to steal to » r . ’ 
have a child. 


■ 


A guide to IVF in Britain 


How it works 


IVF or in vitro fertilisation means 
fertilisation outside the body 

The first successful “test-tube’ 
baby Louise Brown was bom in 
1978. 


About 70 British clinics offer IVF 


Eggs and sperm are mixed 
outside the woman's body in a 
culture dish or test-tube. 
Embryos are left to grow for 
about a day to check they are 
developing normally. 


Up to' three embryos are transferred into 
the womb. If it is successful one or more 
embryos will implant in the womb lining. 


Couples are referred to a consultant If 
z'-Xiii: they have been trying for a baby without 
: - v success for two years. 

- 'Igk NHS waiting lists are long. About 90 per 
IdM cent of IVF treatments are done privately 

IVF costs from £700 to £2,500 per 
8 cycle. Most clinics suggest couples sign 
up for three cycles. 

Latest figures, for 1993, show 18,000 
women had 21,000 cycles of treatment, 
v resulting in 3,089 Jive births. 


How treatment varies 

Criteria for access to NHS treatment varies widely.' In 
the West Midlands region alone these are the rules: 

Sandwell: You must be 34 or under, lived in the area 
three years. Maximum three cycles 

Dudley: You must be no more than 38 and the couple 
must be childless 

Hereford: no criteria at all 

Warwickshire: dorrtfund treatment 

Wolverhampton: 

The woman must be no more than 38; the man no 
more than 50. No living children from either partner. 
Must have been in a stable heterosexual relationship for 
two years. 


GOVERNMENT H ! 
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West MldlanSr BBBM(p i8 
Northern & Yorkshire7. 
Anglia & Oxford flHHEHf?- 
Wales —— 7. 
North Thames MHI4.8 
South and West BBI4.4 

TrentJBa.1- 

Northern Ireland O 


7.4 

7.4 


Source: ISSUE 



Local lady 
activist seeks ... 

Pfeter MandeJ so a. Labour’s spin doctor 
emeritus, was recently and memorably 
referred to by Robin Cook MP as a 
proper and ade¬ 
quate metaphor for 
the Labour leader". 
But bas it all rather 
gone to his head? I 
gather that be is 
now in danger of 
becoming a proper 
and adequate met¬ 
aphor for a mar¬ 
ried man. 

^gmjkJmK^rnmmm Mr Mandelson 

let slip at a private meeting of I ^"f 011 
members that he had received a mar- 

sss5rtSs-rSS= 

Labour Party and you might 

future spouse. 

The luck of the 
English in ’66 

So'who’s a bad loser ^the*l96b 

terdfy’s reminiscences o _ 

Hunt's stot had indeed cr ® E * Ger- 
WoH^ogiftber, sorer of one ^ ^ 

many’j goals. -says: " rd .E^ote Ih 3 ” 
Wfyeomments on the m f n0 
ebatranja^deefeion, because 

^e and^opghhasbcen^ a^ thfll 

But in anfcase it has to be °ot g 
the Engl i sh .team has entered the ^ J(J 
of football history as worth} 


champions. In the end, it was the luck¬ 
ier of two outstanding teams.” Luckier, 
eh? Is that preferring to make no com¬ 
ment or preferring to bear a 30-year 
grudge? 


Nissan can, but 
children mustn’t 

The Independent Television Commis¬ 
sion. is, I hear, receiving objections 
from TV viewers about an ad for the 
Nissan Micra. The advert features a 
man returning to his girlfriend’s house 
in her Nissan. A surreal candlelit ban¬ 
quet ensues, the couple passionately 


smearing food across each other and 
into their mouths. Hot stuff. And what 
aspect of this odd sexual behaviour has 
enraged viewers. They are extremely 
concerned, says the ITC, about "this 
poor example of table maimers, par¬ 
ticularly to children”. 


Free facial hair now 

The House of Commons Order Paper on 
Thesday contained the following motion 
under the beading Dining Room Staff 
Beards: "That this House deplores the 
instructions to the Dining Room staff 
by the House of Commons Refreshment 
Department that they can no longer 



ierooiselle la 


Philidor in London. 


fie,fca*r, ; dragoon 
± led Freud W boh) the-- 


y. it was a mortal blow 
atplayer;was a.chap 
tfran^a couple of centuries. 


have beards; 
regards this inst¬ 
ruction as a gross 
infringement of 
male liberties; re¬ 
asserts that the 
sporting of a beard 
is a harmless and 
reasonable and 
perfectly hygienic 
habit; and instructs 
the Refreshment Department to rescind 
this absurd prohibition forthwith.*’ 
The proposer of the motion failed to 
declare an interest He is the extremely 
hirsute Labour MP for Lancashire 
West, Mr Colin PickthaB. 


Target practice for 
NHS trusts 

My search for unlikely rifle ranges 
moves on from the House of Commons 
and the former GLC building, County 
HalL A reader from Salisbury tells me 
incredulously that there is one at her 
local psychiatric hospital, run by Salis¬ 
bury Health Care NHS Trust. The range 
is underneath the ballroom at Salisbury 
Old Manor Psychiatric Hospital. It 
seems that the range was established 
during the First World War when the 
hospital was private and catered for ex- 
servicemen. A spokesman assures me it 
is no longer functional; but was pre¬ 
sumably built to enable the staff to keep 
their eye in with target practice in their 
spare time, in case of a sudden call-up. 
It must have provided some unwelcome 
background noise to the patients, most 
of whom were suffering from shell 
shock. 


Cheeky cow 

A wit at large in Mai ton. North York¬ 
shire. He or she has put up a card on 
the customers’ noticeboard at Safeway. 
“Go mad. Buy beef this weekend-" 

Eagle Eye 
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Topical, Not Tropical 

TROPICAL RAINFORESTS ARE IN THE NEWS - 
BUT THEY DON'T MAKE THE NEWSPAPERS 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION DIAL THE FAX BACK NUMBER 0839 111733 OR WRITE TO 
1 RJVENHALL ROAD, WESTLEA. SWINDON. SN5 7BD TELEPHONE ; 01793 879229 FAX : OJ 79 S 886182 
Calls are dunged at S9p per minute cheap rate and 49p per minute at all other times 

Issued by the NEWSPRINT & NEWSPAPER INDUSTRY ENMRONMENTAL ACTION CROUP 



































2SL 


the INDEPENDENT • THUBSDg 4 APRIL 1996 



.INDEPENDEM' 


FOUNDED 1986 

ONE CANADA SQUARE CANARY WHARF LONDON E14 5DL 
TELEPHON E 0171-293 2000/0171-345 2000 FAX 0171-293 2435/0171*345 2436 

editor: Charles Wilson 

ASSISTANT EDITOR: Charles GadbeoLer MANAGING EDITOR: Colin Hughes 
SECTION TWO EDITOR: Sunon Reiner EXECUTIVE SEWS EDITOR: Michad WUham* 
NIGHT EDITOR: Richard HoNedge 

NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING PLC. BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

Liam Healy (Chairman) ■ Lord Borne ■ Ben Bradlee Joan Luis Cebrian ■ Brendan Hopkins 
David Montgomery • Jsrier Diaz de Wanco ■ Cornel Rikiin ■ Andreas Whittam Smith 

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR: Jeremy Reed 


A referendum 
for democracy 


I t is difficult to feel any gratitude towards 
the Government for promising to offer 
us a chance to vote in a referendum on 
whether Britain should enter a single cur¬ 
rency. Its decision yesterday was all to do 
with the fragile unity of the Conservative 
Party rather than calculating the best 
interests of the country. The equilibrium 
of the Conservative Party is not a national 
priority: what is good for it is not neces¬ 
sarily what is good for Britain. The stakes 
in recent days have bad little to do with 
Britain's place in Europe, everything to 
do with John Major’s tactics for survival. 

And now, as ministers issue their for¬ 
mula for a manifesto pledge that would 
deliver a referendum but maintain col¬ 
lective Cabinet responsibility, they imply 
(hat it is time for a dose of political 
Temazepam to send us all back to sleep. 

That is quite wrong. For what Britain 
needs perhaps more than anything is a 
national debate, ferocious but informed 
and thoughtful about the future of Europe 
and its place within it. The point of bold¬ 
ing a referendum is to provoke just such 
a debate, not to stifle it. The argument to 
come has two parts: the first about about 
Britain in Europe and the second about 
modernising our democracy. 

Monetary union does not pose simple 
questions that arc easy to answer. There 
is no point in pretending most people win 
find arguments about fixed exchange 
rates at all interesting, let alone easy to 
understand. Yet the more the operation 
of a single currency is discussed, analysed, 
extrapolated, the better we will be able to 
understand what is locome. It should also 
unsettle the cosy complacency of the 
Labour Party, which sooner or later will 
have to face its own ambiguities and divi¬ 
sions over Europe. 

Economic and Monetary Union will 
have far-reaching consequences. Coun¬ 


tries will not be able to respond to a reduc¬ 
tion in their competitiveness and a fall in 
exports by devaluing their currencies. 
That means unemployment will grow in 
the less competitive regions. They will 
demand transfers of funds from the cen¬ 
tral EU budget to compensate. That 
must mean not only that European mon¬ 
etary policy will be in the hands of the 
European Central Bank but that poorer 
regions especially are ever more depen¬ 
dent on money delivered from the ELTs 
structural funds. In other words a com¬ 
mitment to take part in a single currency 
must mean an irrevocable commitment to 
embrace the politics and institutions of 
Europe. That is why we must engage in 
debate about the future of the Commis¬ 
sion, the Council of Ministers and the Par¬ 
liament and the roles that they will 
play .The lesson of the troubled passage 
of the Maastricht treaty was that the 
European debate needed to move out to 
the people. 

That is why a referendum is vital to 
open up a debate. We owe a debt to the 
Conservatives, the erstwhile party of 
untrammelled parliamentary sovereignty. 
Their agitations have legitimised non-par- 



But the cat is out of the bag. 

Referendums ought to be one of the 
decision-making mechanisms of an 
advanced country such as ours - rare per¬ 
haps, but one way of giving people a bet¬ 
ter grip on their collective fate. People 
would bring to a Euro-referendum their 
ignorance of finance, their prejudices, all 
kinds of emotional baggage to do with 
Britain’s past But they will also bring aspi¬ 
ration and enlightenment and their hopes 
for Britain's further modernisation and 
change within the community of Europe. 


Justice in Bosnia 


I t is time the international peace imple¬ 
mentation force in Bosnia, I-Fbr, started 
taking more seriously the role it could play 
in helping to uncover war crimes and bring 
the perpetrators to account. War crimes 
trials are often unsatisfactory. For many 
victims of war and relatives of those who 
died in atrocities the trials provide neither 
justice nor retribution. The priority in 
Bosnia must be to maintain the peace. Yet 
the Dayton accords, which have brought 
a fragile peace to Bosnia, make it dear the 
parties must co-operate with the Interna¬ 
tional War Crimes Tribunal. I-For must 
play its part in easing the work of the tri¬ 
bunal and ensuring it gets the co-opera¬ 
tion it needs. 

Evidence of war crimes committed on 
a horrific scale is emerging all the time. 
A mass grave north of Mrkonjic Grad, 
believed to hold more than 200 bodies, is 
being excavated by investigators at the 
moment. Other sites, in eastern Bosnia, 
may have been interfered with. 

It is easy to criticise the Nato-Ied imple¬ 
mentation force for not doing enough to 
protect the sites and to bring the culprits 
to justice. The military commanders have 
said all along that that is not their main 
job. In an imperfect world, they are prob¬ 
ably right When peace negotiations were 
under way last year, peace was the over¬ 
riding priority The investigation of war 
crimes took second place - in case it dis¬ 
couraged the parties from signing. 

Once peace was agreed, I-For look time 
to move into position, and when it did its 
first responsibility was to keep the former 
warring factions apart Then there were 
large areas of (and to transfer. [-For was 
- and still is - stretched to fulfil its main 
task, and will remain so until all the heavy 
weapons are destroyed or placed in stor¬ 


age. That is due to happen by 18 April. 

In those circumstances. 1-For was right 
to be wary of being sucked into guarding 
and digging up suspected war crimes 
sites, or chasing after indicted war crim¬ 
inals. But now peace is taking hold, I-For 
can do more. 

Photographs of wanted war criminals 
have been circulated to I-For roadblocks, 
and any wanted war-criminal who is 
unwise enough to encounter one risks 
being detained. I-For is obliged to assist 
the tribunal incases involving indicted war 
crimes suspects, as in the case of two 
Bosnian-Serb officers arrested by Bosnian 

C mment authorities in February and 
i to the Hague on a Nato aircraft. 
Most importantly, I-Fbr must realise 
that the credibility of the international 
community is again on the line. It failed 
to prevent the civil war, and the massacre 
of the people of Srebrenica even with UN 
troops on the scene. The rest of the wurld 
cannot drag its heels over the war crimes 
investigations, because if it does, it will 
open the way quite clearly for war crimes 
to be committed in other warn without 
fear of retribution. 

And it should not limit itself to small 
fry who stumble into I-For checkpoints. 
The first priority was peace. Now it must 
be to get get the ring leaders, whose 
whereabouts cannot be difficult to divine. 
Last Sunday, Dr Karadzic appeared at a 
public ceremony in Pale, handing out 
medals. As long as he remains at liberty, 
he makes a mockery of the rest of the 
world. Now that Karadzic and Mladic are 
increasingly isolated, it is time to remove 
them from political life, which would also 
help to cement peace. Peace and justice 
are no longer in tension in the way they 
once might have been. I-For should act, 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Free market in labour divides society 
without creating the jobs we need 


Sin According to your leading 
article (2 April) “The Anglo- 
Saxon model of deregulated 
labour markets has a much bet¬ 
ter record for creating jobs than 
Germany or France". Not so: in 
the 20 years leading up to the 
Maastricht treaty, France cre¬ 
ated proportionately twice as 
many jobs as the UK, while Ger¬ 
many created almost four times 
as many. Moreover, an increas¬ 
ing proportion of the jobs created 
in Britain were poorly paid and 
insecure, often part-time. 

Labour market deregulation, 
an attempt to compete through 
“social devaluation”, has not 
helped us to create jobs, to 
improve our competitive position 
or to provide sustainable pros- 
' y. But it has had a heavy cose 
1992, the UK accounted for a 
;r of the poor throughout 
the EU. Another result was the 
intense insecurity that casts a 
shadow over the future for so 
many of our citizens. 

As in the US,this insecurity not 
only creates soda! tensions. It also 
inhabits flexibility and economic 
prc^ress,dscouragingpeoplefrom 
taking risks. That is why a mini¬ 
mum wage and offier employment 
rights now deeded to British citizens 
could help ns compete more effec¬ 
tively in the modern world. 

Chris Pond 
Director, Low Pay Unit 
London EC1 

Sir Your leader (2 April) rightly 
says tricky issues like higher edu¬ 
cation funding are on the back 


burner but wrongly says regulated 
employment on the German 
model won’t work in the UK. 

There is a connection. Our 
most successful companies invest 
heavily in t raining . They also 
negotiate with their unions. It is 
precisely the sweatshop anti- 
union companies which won’t 
pay for their own training. 

You argue that our open, 
decentralised economy could not 
cope with talking to unions. On 
the contrary, our most successful 
companies are those (like IQ 
and BT) which are themselves 
open and decentralised but also 
plan ahead with their unions. 
TTley know that any training 
me ans talking and p lanning . 

Unless, as a nation, we face up 
to the proper funding of HE, we 
will never deliver a real system of 
lifetime learning. Germany knows 
ths weft. After all it was our TUC 
which taught them the economic 
value of collective bargaining 
after the war. Our own politicians 
should remember that lesson. 

Tom Wilson 
Assistant General Secretary 
Association of University 
Teachers 
London Wll 

Sir. Labour market deregulation 
and trade and investment liber¬ 
alisation should not be consid¬ 
ered a magic solution to unem¬ 
ployment (Business, 2 April). 

G7 countries may well have 
something to learn from coun¬ 
tries such as Chile, where this 
approach has been tried 


for more than a decade 
Chile’s “flexible” labour mar¬ 
ket has failed to deliver growth 
with equity, or to promote greater 
social integration. Unemploy¬ 
ment has finally fallen in recent 
years, but job creation has largely 
taken place m low-paid, low-qual¬ 
ity jobs, creating a new class of 
working poor. Official unem¬ 
ployment figures fail to include a 
large number of women who work 
irregularly through the year. 

Flexible working practices have 
spread, allowing companies to 
bypass government legislation, 
eroding collective bargaining 
rights and undermining the tradi¬ 
tional obligations of employers to 
workers. As a result, despite rapid 
growth and a recent reduction in 
poverty, 43 per cent of salaried 
workers earn less than the mini¬ 
mum required to caver their basic 
needs, according to recent 
research commissioned by Qxfam. 
This has contributed to the grow¬ 
ing number of women and chil¬ 
dren entering the workforce. 

As wefl as contributing to social 
disintegration and tensions, this 
strategy is economically ineffi¬ 
cient. The pursuit of a cheap and 
flexible labour market is strangling 
moves to a higher value added 
export strategy based on techno¬ 
logical innovation or improved 
product quality, which fc necessary 
if Chile is to sustain its export 
expansion in the longer term. 

Ruth Mayne 
Pblicy Adviser 
Oxfam UK and Ireland 
Oxford 


Privatised railway will price itself off the market 


Sir: As privatisation of British 
Rail lurches from one horror 
story to the next, I was pleased to 
read your leading article of 20 
March, ’fivo elements will lead to 
the demise of our railway system 
the creation of Rail track and the 
hiving off into over twenty dif¬ 
ferent companies, all competing 
with each other. 

One has to only look across the 
Channel to France, Germany, 
Holland, Switzerland, and even 


Italy, to see models to copy, with 
a proven record of efficiency and 
modernisation, lb have a system 
where companies have to pay to 
run their trains on a separately 
owned railway will fail because of 
escalating costs. This is already 
apparent, when one learns that it 
is now cheaper to transport loco- 
nwtivcsarKl rolling stock for repair 
byroad with all the attendant dis¬ 
ruption this involves to road users. 
Any analogy with airlines, where 


the air is free, is ludicrous. 

Freight should be put back on 
rail as it has been with great suc¬ 
cess in New Zealand, as an essen¬ 
tial environmental necessity. But 
I fear, unless the opposition par¬ 
ties put their money where their 
months are when they hopefully 
achieve power in a year’s time, that 
our once proud railway system will 
price itself out of existence. 

Robin Butterell 
_-Chester 


From loony left to loony righteousness 


T Tnder the scathing title “If (here 
U is no God, what is the Oxford 
atheist scared of?” Paul Johnson 
issued (in the Spectator on 16 
March) a rousing challenge to 
Richard Dawkins to debate the exis¬ 
tence of God in public with him. But 
no, says Johnson, the man is scared. 
Why else “bis craven refusal to 
come out of his safe academic bur¬ 
row and debate with me ... the exis¬ 
tence or non-existence of God"? 
Johnson thinks Dawkins doesn't 
know whether he can do it: “He is 
unsure of his arguments, his cause 
and his skills. He is scared he would 
make a fool of himself in front of the 
world..." 

Now, Paul Johnson has never 
been afraid to make a fool of him , 
seif. If, that is, Paul Johnson really 
exists. But can we reasonably believe 
in the things done by and said by 
Paul Johnson? Is there really such a 
person? 

Some eminently reasonable peo¬ 
ple such as Ludovic Kennedy seem 
to have their own doubts. In a recent 
review of Paul Johnson’s new book, 
Quest for God, Kennedy said that on 
the occasions he bad met Johnson he 
had found him good, pleasant com¬ 
pany and simply couldn't reconcile 
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the affable bloke he had met with the 
intolerant, arrogant author of Quest 
fbrGod.Jtwassdnx/stasiftheywere 
different people. 

But then the man who goes under 
the name of Paul Johnson has often 
been different people in his life. 
There is a very good chapter in 
Christopher Booker’s book on the 
Seventies detailing Johnson's Dam¬ 
ascene conversion from flaming left¬ 
winger to mighty Thatcherite, from 
believing in the curative powers of 
socialism to an equally strong but 
opposite belief in the redemptive 
powers of capitalism. Booker writes: 

“I have already written in these 
columns of what I believe to be one 
of the saddest conclusions to be 
drawn from Johnson’s spiritual ter¬ 
giversations - that when a man 
speaks as often as be does of his own 


devotion to ’reason’ and of the 
‘fanaticism’ of his opponents, one 
may look to his own works with con¬ 
fidence for a conspicuous absence of 
the former and an over-abundance of 
the latter. There is now another 
truth to which I fear he has borne 
scarifying witness. That when a man 
sees through the folly of one extreme 
and one-sided view of the world 
there is do greater danger and no 
greater likelihood than that he will 
rush to another.equalfy extreme and 
even more one-sided.” 

That was written in 1978, to 
describe Johnson's rush from left to 
right, though Booker might also be 
describing a rather unconvincing 
and flJogzcaliy written character in a 
novel. And where is he now? Well, 
in die course of issuing his challenge 
to Richard Dawkins the man called 
Johnson says that bis own chief 
object in life at the moment is not 
left-wing or right-wing or indeed 
political at all but “a burning wish to 
share the precious gift of Belief in 
God with as many fellow-mortals as 
possible". 

So, in the years since Booker 
described the conversion from flam¬ 
ing socialist to flailing capitalist, 
Johnson has seen another guiding 


tight emerge ahead of him: God. 
There may have been others, of 
course, in the 20 years since Booker 
wrote those words. I have occasion¬ 
ally seen articles under his name 
extolling tbe power of water-colour 
painting, and he may have gone; 
through the other passons normal to 
a man of his age, such as a sudden 
interest in opera, but even what we 
know of him strikes me as unbeliev¬ 
able. This dashing madly about from 
one credo 10 another, this unshake- 
able belief in his own rightness, this 
inability to see himself whole, the 
conviction of a weather-code that 
whatever direction he is facing in is 
the only one to face in -well, 1 don’t 
believe it 

I don’t think he really exists. 

I don’t think Richard Dawkins 
exists either. That’s why he won't 
come out to debate. It’s not because, 
as the man called Johnson says, 
Dawkins “skulks in his New College 
tent, afraid to put on his armour and 
venture forth". 

It's because Dawkins is sitting 
quietly in his tent, waiting for the 
snoutmg and screaming red-haired 
loony outside, flogging his copies of 
Quest for God, to get tired and go 
away. 


Real poverty or 
just mild distress? 

Sir: I am bemused by your arti¬ 
cle on George Solly and his 
family (The trap" Magazine, 23 
March). The family’s monthly 
income of £2,151, later boosted 
by £1,200 per month from Mr 
Solly’s new job, in no way fits 
any accepted definition of 
poverty. 

This is a man whose business 
failed but who does not seem to 
recognise that this demands an 
adjustment to his life-style. What 
does he expect to happen? Per¬ 
haps a monthly grant from the 
Benevolent Society for Very 
Mildly Distressed Entrepre¬ 
neurs? 

Nobody is suggesting that he 
reneges on the HP contract on his 
large, expensive car. He simply 
sells it and settles the debt. The 
question of what to do with his 
large mortgage and school fees is 
so obvious that no more needs to 
be said. 

My job occasionally brings 
me in contact with real poverty, 
which is families the same size 
as tbe Sollys existing on an 
income of less than £6,000 a 
year. Mr Solly should be grate¬ 
ful for what he-has and perhaps 
look around him to see what 
need really is. 

Mark Conway 
Glasgow 


Save water by the meter 


Sir: Following the Environment 
Secretary’s cal] for a national 
water grid, you were absolutely 
right (leading article, I April) to 
ask for a carefully thought-out 
strategy on water. Having a 
national grid does not necessar¬ 
ily mean an affordable, safe sup¬ 
ply. We should instead look to 
maintaining local networks and 
more water conservation. 

Last week at a meeting of the 
Institute of Chemical Engineers 
on the technical and social issues 
of water recycling, speakers 
described focal solutions to the 
water shortage problem. These 
included recycling so-called “grey 
water* from hathsfor toilet flush¬ 
ing and collection of rainwater for 
household use. Ail very laudable 
but a speaker from Germany was 
amazed at the lack of metering 
and bow cheap water was in the 
UK. Thus there is little incentive 
even to try water conservation 
and recycling on a limited basis. 

The Government has a scheme 
for paying a premium price to 
producers of electricity from non¬ 
fossil fuel sources. If we do not 
want to put up the price of water, 
surely the first step to a sensible, 
sustainable policy is to encourage 
conservation and recycling by 
having a similar scheme for water. 

Professor Tom Stephenson 
School of Water Sciences 
Cranfield University 
Cranfield, Bedfordshire 

Sir If the Environment Secretary 
were seriously attempting to 


Fighting for child support 


Sin Peter LflJey’s proposals to 
impose a 40 per cent cut on the 
benefits of lone parents who refuse 
to co-operate with the Child Sup- 
irt Agency wfll cause untold 
rdship to the poorest children in 
the country (report, 2 April). 

All the lone mothers in our 
ady of the Child Support Act 
published this week supported 
the principle that fathers had a 
continuing obligation to support 
their children. Many of the 
mothers we interviewed had 
worked hard to establish arrange¬ 
ments for maintenance and con¬ 
tact with children with former 
partners, which all were happy 
with; these parents were 
extremely distressed at being 
forced by the Child Support 
Act to renegotiate these 
arrangements. 

We also found Jone mothers 
who were reluctant to co-oper¬ 
ate with the Child Support 
Agency because of fears of vio¬ 
lence from a former partner; 
some of these lone mothers had 
not been properly informed by 
the agency of their rights to 
withhold consent to a mainte¬ 
nance claim. We found lone 
mothers who had been placed 


under considerable pressure by 
the agency to complete a main¬ 
tenance application form but 
who, two years later, were still 
waiting for an acknowledge¬ 
ment, let alone maintenance 
from a former partner. 

Above all, we found lone 
mothers who were disillusioned 
that their children would receive 
none of the maintenance pai d on 
their behalf. So long as families 
on' Income Support have. aD 
maintenance deducted pound for 
pound from their benefit (and 
families on Family Credit are 
allowed only to keep £15 main¬ 
tenance), then neither mothers 
nor fathers have any incentive to 
co-operate with the Child Sup¬ 
port Agency. 

Allowing lone parent families 
on Income Support to keep some 
maintenance might encourage a 
greater willingness to co-operate 
with the agency, as well as pro¬ 
viding some real gains for the 
children concerned. 

Karen Clarke 
. Caroline Glendinning 
School of Social Policy 
University of Manchester 
. Gary Craig 

University of Humberside 


Racist pretext 

Sin Now again, we have Dr 
Katim Siddiqui calling for the 
murder of an innocent British cit¬ 
izen - for legally exercising his 
British freedom of speech 
(“Rushdie death threat 
renewed", 30 March). 

Has it never occurred to Dr 
Siddiqui that his own determi¬ 
nation to exercise freedom of 


lestroy others’ rights to such 
freedom, may well be a prime 
causeof anti-lslamic sentiment in 
Britain? All he has managed to 
do is to give racist thugs one of 
the best excuses" thty have yet 
had for terrorising innocent 
decent Muslims? 

Len Clarke 
Uxbridge, Middlesex 


Norwegian noise 

Sir: Neil McGowan (letter, 1 * 
April) hopes for the elimination 
of the babbling commentator at ■ 
sporting events while retaining 
background noise. I have expert •' 

Norwa y in ! 
1^1 watched many matches of . 

the World Cup, and Norwegian , 
TV provided exactly what Mr *. 

McGowan, and I,yearn for-even ! 

15 minutes of visual enjoyment ’ 

and aural bliss during hatf-time. 

_ J W Sandfokd . 

Sttuminster Newton, Dorset ' 

Post tetters to Letters to tbe 1 

Editor and include a daytime 
telephone number. fFax 0171- ' ! 

293 2056; e-mail: letters® 



re-sell privatisation to the public, 
then instead of wasting time toy- ' 
ing with the notion of introduc¬ 
ing some form of competition 
(which is obviously unattainable 
in a system which depends upon 
single supply pipes to each house¬ 
hold) perhaps he should instead 
address a far more easily-reme¬ 
died source of irritation which 
appears to apply aniquely to 
water supply- 

Whereas my gas (metered) and 
electricity (metei^jbilis shew me ■ 
how much of the product I have 
used, and are presented after con- , 
sumption; and whereas .1 nor¬ 
mally pay for every other con¬ 
sumable after delivery or use, the ~ 
water bill which I have just paid 
appears to be for water and sew¬ 
erage services to be rendered in 
the course of the next six months. “ 
The water companies are there¬ 
fore demanding, and receiving 
on a permanent basis, an interest- 
free six-months loan from every 
one of their captive customers. 

Presumably the introduction of " 
metering would deprive foe wateT ' 
companies of the last vestige of 
an excuse for this practice, and ' 
with it the benefit of this other- 
wise quite unjustifiable source of \ 
free capital No wonder they ; 
refuse to take metering seriously ' 
- even though, in tune of drought, ’ 
they find themselves bereft of the t 
essential lever with which to * 
motivate their customers in the . 
direction of economy. 

JD Humphreys ; 

Bath : 
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Vnr Bl ? t “ n *h®t he lost. 
m inSlw P,t - e lhe ° utfa reak of deter- 
EZSE&*™*' 'hat’s what 
Si?8? n . ed : ^ the end, Kenneth 

Sfl^SSS J ? hn M»j» won. 

^3°^ here last month, the 

^SSh° 1 ii ha ?’ ernoti onallv as well as 
intellectually, been prepared to resim 

m ° lder *° halt the anti-BnSds 
h?hS.?*J^ et lhe so " caUed concessions 

are n0t “PO^nt - COS- 

metit. face-savers, not substance. Thev 

g gSffi * h “ Weakness - not h* 

.. ’® ke Jf 1 ® Minister's promise 
that collective responsibility would 
be imposed on Tory ministers during 
a single currency referendum. Euro- 
fpepncs d ? n ’ t ta ^e this seriously and 
they are nght not to. So many Con¬ 
servatives are utterly opposed to giv¬ 
ing up the pound that imposing col¬ 
lective responsibility would destroy by 
resignation any Tory administration 
remotely similar to this one. 

So collective responsibility means 
two things. First (and this is a plus for 
Clarke), such a referendum won’t 
happen under today's Tbry party. Bui 
second (and this matters more) it only 
won’t happen because the Tories will 
not take Britain into a single currency. 
They cannot. 

This may have been the underlying 
reality before but the referendum 


episode has made it explicit. Tbny 
? J - lh 5- about the Chancellor's 
m l he Commons on Thes- 
uay (Clarke could neither nod assent 
nor shake his head when challenged) 
JS a fair description of the Conserva- 
fres remaining room for manoeuvre 
on the matter. 

As the Chancellor realised long ago 
this effectively means that, for the time 
oeiQg, the anti-single currency Tories 
have won. Since it requires political 
movement to achieve a new currency, 
and since the Conservatives cannot 
move, the pound is safe with them, 
(indeed, now that the single currency 
nas been named the euro, we can 
rename the factions, and declare that 
the Sterling Tories have beaten the 
Euro Tories.) 

. This is unlikely to be a mere hold¬ 
ing position, up for revision if the 
Tories win the election, as Clarke's 
supporters would like to think. So long 
as this Conservative Party remains in 
power, the Maastricht single currency 
ppt-out has become a single currency 
lock-out. Major s promise to leave the 
issue “open” during a future putative 
Tory parliament looks empty unless 
one first hurdles two unlikely thoughts 
- that the Tories will win: and that they 
will then change radically over 
Europe. 

Similarly, though Major has clearly 
told Clarke that he wifi concede no 
more to the anti-Brussels MTV. and 
promised that the tone of the election 
campaign won’t be nationalistic, these 
are not bankable promises, either in 
Threadneedle Street or FranJcfurL 
Despite the flattery and the personal 
attention at which the Prime Minister 
is so good, Clarke has lost and knows 
it perfectly well. 



ANDREW MARR 


In the end, Kenneth 
Clarke blinked and 
John Major won 


So what was he up to? Had he sim¬ 
ply overplayed his hand? To under¬ 
stand the excruciatingly difficult 
choice facing the Chancellor we must 
look beyond the personality politics 
to strategy. For had Clarke resigned 
now, he would have become the 
unquestioned leader of Tory Euros, 
and perhaps stopped the Euro- 
sceptic tide, but at a terrible price. 

Remember first that there is a great 
swathe of Conservative and business 
opinion which, when the time comes, 
will be keen for Britain to join. This 
ranges from quite a lot of the City 
(though the argument there is tilting 
against at the moment), to Tbry MEPs. 
plus a vocal minority of the parlia¬ 
mentarians and, not least, the manu¬ 
facturers and exporters of middle 
England, the Midlands engineering 
and services companies that are 
strongly represented in Garke's actual 
and symbolic constituency. 

Faced with the choice of a “Sterling 
Tory"government, utterly opposed to 


joining the euro or a moderate, pro- 
European, new Labour one that has 
left the option genuinely open, some 
of the above would be torn in their 
allegiance. Bui if the Tory party splits, 
they will form a distinctive and impor¬ 
tant movement in British political 
life. And its obvious leader is Kenneth 
Hany Garke. 

His position is uncannily similar to 
that of Roy Jenkins in the Seventies - 
another ruddy-faced, rather portly 
pro-European Chancellor who was 
much tipped as a future leader but who 
found the party veering away from him. 
Jenkins, of course, eventually formed 
a moderate breakaway party that 
destroyed any hope his old party had 
of winning power for a decade - some¬ 
thing triumphaiist Sterling Tories 
would do well to remember. 

If Garke has thought about break¬ 
ing out of the Treasury and launching 
himself on a simil ar odyssey, and hes¬ 
itated, we can hardly blame him. For 
the drawback, and the dissimilarity 
with Jenkins, is that in resigning, 
Clarke might bring down the Gov¬ 
ernment. Doing so would tear away 
Major's chance of a year of political 
recovery and drive the' Tbries into what 
would be, almost certainly, an elec¬ 
toral slaughter. 

Conservatives, even Euro Conser¬ 
vatives, would not be happy about that 
They might conclude that Garke had 
had no other choice, and was right to 
make a stand. But then again, they 
might just be bloody furious. The 
defeated parly might Lhen come to its 
senses. But it seems an implausible 
thought. So going or staying has been 
about much more than Garke’s per¬ 
sonal relations with Major. It is about 
the future of the Conservatives. 


Labour, having muffed its chance to 
trump the Tories by offering a refer¬ 
endum first, will be encouraged to 
emphasise the difference between the 
parties on Europe. Now that the Con¬ 
servatives have, in practice, aban¬ 
doned any possibility of joining the 
euro for many years ahead, Blair can 
attempt to rally business and manu¬ 
facturing support for a “keep your 
options open” manifesto. A pro¬ 
business Europeanism is, like law and 
order, the kind of cross-over politics 
that the Labour leader delights in. 

Certainly, this week's defeat of 
Garke creates a wider gap between 
the parties on Europe. Getting the ref¬ 
erendum issue out of the way will help 
the Conservatives to concentrate their 
fire on Labour's own divisions, and on 
Blair's alleged federalist tendencies. 
Bold, simple messages about surren¬ 
dering the veto and selling out to Brus¬ 
sels make Tory Central Office rub its 
corporate hands with relish. And in 
the end, this will count more in 
Major's campaigner's mind than any 
promises he may have given over the 
pasi couple of days to Clarke. 

As for the Chancellor, he has a 
tricky time ahead. He is on the record 
as being hostile to the referendum he 
is now signed up to, and also in favour 
of Britain joining the euro. Now he has 
to try to convince his supporters that 
this might yet happen under the 
Majorite Tory party, when it has 
become perfectly obvious that it won'L 
Ken Garke remains a big man. But 
after weeks of bullishly. joyously throw¬ 
ing his weight about, he has discovered 
the limits of his influence. Behind yes¬ 
terday’s broad and mirthless smiles, 
that must hurt. It must be like an inti¬ 
mation of political mortality. 


Michael Howard details his sentencing proposals; below, David Thomas attacks the White Paper 

The key to our protection 


P rotecting the public is the 
first duty of any govern¬ 
ment. The public rightly expects 
protection from serious, dan¬ 
gerous or persistent criminals. 
It is to strengthen that protec¬ 
tion that I have brought for¬ 
ward the proposals in yester¬ 
day’s White Paper. There are 
four maid'elements. 

Fust, what I call honesty in 
sentencing. The public and the 
criminal should know that the 
court's sentence means what it 
says. At present, it does not. 
Offenders sentenced to less 
than four years in prison can 
expect to be released after 
serving just half their sentence. 
Those sentenced to four years 
or more can expect to be 
released after serving only two- 
thirds of their sentence, and 
sometimes earlier on parole. 
This enrages victims and 
undermines public confidence 
in the c rimin al justice system. 

I therefore propose to abol¬ 
ish automatic early release and 
parole. Prisoners who co-oper¬ 
ate would be able to earn up to 
20 per cent off their sentence, 
but the sentence served would 
more closely mirror the sen¬ 
tence passed. Prisoners would 
have a greater incentive to 
behave well in prison. 

Second, serious violent and 
sexual offenders. The maxi¬ 
mum sentence for crimes such 
as rape and attempted murder 
is life. Life imprisonment is the 
only sentence which ensures 
that an offender is not released 
until it is safe to release mm 

after a risk assessment But 
such criminals rarefy get life - 
even if they offend again. In 
1994, 217 offenders were con¬ 
victed of a second or subse¬ 
quent serious violent or sexual 
offence. All could have 
received a life sentence - but 
onfy 10 did. And unless they get 
life, they must be released at 
the end of their sentence - even 
if they are still dangerous. That 
simply cannot be right. I there¬ 
fore propose that anyone aged 
18 or over who is convicted ot 






Michael Howard: T accept the proposals will mean an increase in Hie prison population. But prison works' 


David Rose 


a serious violent or sexual 
offence for a second lime 
should automatically get life - 
unless there are genuinely 
exceptional circumstances. 
They would then be released 
only when they no longer posed 
a danger to the public. 

In these cases the trial judge 
would set the tariff - the min¬ 
imum period to be served for 
retribution and deterrence. 
Once that tariff had been 
served, the Parole Board would 
decide whether or not to 
release the offender. Minis¬ 
ters would have no part to 

^ Third, drug dealers. They 
are a menace to society. They 
wreck people’s lives. -And 
because addicts often resort to 


crime to finan ce their habits 
they wreck Lhe livelihoods of 
others. Dealers in bard drugs 
such as heroin. Ecstasy and 
cocaine often receive prison 
sentences. But I do not believe 
that these prison sentences are 


only two and a half years. 

So 1 propose that anyone 
aged 18 or over who is convicted 
on three separate occasions of 
dealing in Gass A drugs should 
automatically receive a mini¬ 
mum sentence of seven years in 


Criminals must know that they will 
face stiff and certain punishment 


actually tough enough for those 
who persistently commit this 
very serious crime. In 1994, 
the average sentence for a third 
conviction of dealing in bard 
drugs was just over four years 
- and these offenders are auto¬ 
matically released after serving 


prison - save in genuinely 
exceptional circumstances. 

Finally, burglary. This crime 
is disruptive and costly. But 
domestic burglary is particularly 
distressing for victims, who lose 
their treasured personal pos¬ 
sessions and feel that the sanc¬ 


tity of their home has been vio¬ 
lated. I believe persistent 
domestic burglars deserve long 
prison sentences. Sometimes 
they get them - but in many 
cases they do not. A sample of 
domestic burglars convicted in 
the Crown Court in 1993 and 
1994 shewed that the average 
prison sentence for a first-time 
offender was 16 2 months. But 
after seven or more convictions 
it was barely higher at 19.4 
months - and they actually 
serve just half of that Indeed, 
28 per cent of offenders with 
seven or more convictions for 
domestic burglary in the Crown 
Court were not sent to prison at 
all. And in the magistrates' 
courts that figure was even 
higher - 61 per cenL 


Under my proposals, any¬ 
one aged 18 or over convicted 
on three separate occasions of 
burglary or aggravated bur¬ 
glary of a dwelling would auto¬ 
matically receive a minimum 
sentence of three years in 
prison - again, except where 
there were genuinely excep¬ 
tional circumstances. 

The White Paper sets these 
proposals in the context of the 
Government's comprehensive 
strategy to tackle crime. 
Imposing proper punishment 
and, in the most serious cases, 
severe punishment is an essen¬ 
tial part of that strategy. I 
accept that this is Likely to 
mean an increase in the prison 
population. But prison works. 
Research has found that 
imprisoning a recidivist bur¬ 
glar, for example, may prevent 
between three and 11 burglar¬ 
ies for every year he spends in 
prison. Prison also protects 
the public from dangerous 
criminals and acts as a deter¬ 
rent to would-be criminals. 
Time in prison can be used to 
rehabilitate offenders. 

Last week 1 announced that 
recorded crime had fallen for 
the last three years in succes¬ 
sion. That has happened only 
twice before this century. In 
1995 there were 468,000 fewer 
crimes committed than in 1992 
- the largest ever continuous 
fail in tbe number of annually 
recorded crimes. 

This is a credit to the hard 
work and dedication of the 
police. It shows that their tar¬ 
geting of known criminals and 
specific crimes makes a real dif¬ 
ference to crime levels in local 
communities. Money for 5,000 
additional police officers is 
being provided to help the 
police improve detection rates, 
but to back this up criminals 
must know tfaaL they will face 
stiff and certain punishment 
when they come to court. My 
proposals will achieve this and 
thereby give the public the pro¬ 
tection from crime to which 
they are entitled. 


Howard’s way means rough justice 


T he White Paper's most 

remarkable feature is 

it reverses most of the poises 
enshrined in the last mi ^ 
statute on the same su b J e ~v'’ 
the Criminal Justice Act 1 w ■ 
Mr Howard plans to abolish the 
system of early release, P u y 
place by the 1991 Act, under 
which most prisoners areleiout 
of prison after serving am oi 
their sentence, with the resto 1 
the sentence suspended- 
power to extended se°' 
tfinces on persistent offenders, 
which was 'taken away froni 
the courtsby xhe same Act. will 
not onfy frg restored (for bur - 
glare andjfrug traffickers) but 
made maal^bjY. The 1991 Act 

contained pjjbroptoas authoris¬ 
ing long sentences for sexual 
and viojeht^bffenders. Mr 
Howaf^p^ffisapew oblign; 
toiy life.senteiiatJof. some of 


fies tbe Government's accep¬ 
tance that the 1991 Act - 
already substantially amended 
- has failed. 

If Mr Howard’s proposals 
become law, wOl they prove any 
more successful? It seems 
unlikely. Mandatory sentences 
of imprisonment, the centre- 
ojece of his plan, have been vir- 
hialfr unknown in English law 
[except for murder) since 1861, 
hut there haw been many exper¬ 
iments with mandatory sen¬ 
tences in the United States. A 
recent review of research into 
their effectiveness concludes that 
Jhey alwavs FaiL Faced with the 
nrospect’of a sentence that 
Uans unjust, prosecutors aban¬ 
don cases or downgrade charges 
Jo office 5 that do not carry 
mandator)' penalties, witnesses 
are reluctant to g»e .evidence 
«id juries are hesitant to convict 


recognised the problems inher¬ 
ent in man da toiy sentences in 
their last White Paper on sen¬ 
tencing, published in 1990, 
which states unequivocally, ^“the' 
Government rejects a rigid 
statutory framework, or a sys¬ 
tem of minimum or mandatory 


on a second rapist or other sec¬ 
ond-time violent offenders if 
there are “genuinely exceptional 
circumstances’'. But who will 
decide what are exceptional cir¬ 
cumstances? Tbe judges. The 
judiciary will decide bow much 
discretion to exercise, by inter- 


A man who held up a building society 
with a cucumber risks a life sentence 


sentences for certain offences. 
This would make it more diffi¬ 
cult to sentence justly in excep¬ 
tional cases. It could also result, 
in more acquittals by juries, 
with more guilty men and 
women going free unjustly,” 

. Mr Howard’s proposals go 
some way to acknowledging 
these problems. Courts will not 

iff ffs* cft_ 


preting the scope of this excep¬ 
tion. If they place a broad inter¬ 
pretation on it, the mandatory 
element will be reduced, and 
courts wiD exercise customary 
discretion. 

The prime objection to the 
proposed obligatory life sen¬ 
tence is that it will miss the real 
target. Mr Howard has identi- 

_nrnhlom — l.lv**— 


offender sentenced to a deter¬ 
minate sentence of imprison¬ 
ment has to be released on a 
certain date, whether or not he 
is still dangerous. He was not 
the first to do so. A Committee 
on Mentally Abnormal Offend¬ 
ers, chaired by former Conser¬ 
vative Home Secretary Lord 
Butler, highlighted the same 
point 20 years ago. Their solu¬ 
tion - a reviewable sentence - 
was better it applied to a wider 
range of offences and was 
within the discretion of the 
courts. Mr Howard’s scheme 
seems bound to require courts 
to pass life sentences where 
they are obviously inappropri¬ 
ate. A man was recently sen¬ 
tenced to five years for holding 
up a building society with a 
cucumber concealed in a plas¬ 
tic bag; if he does it again he 
will risk a life sentence. A man 


n.hn [ yf>n-ii! l iint'’ 


assaults children, will not, as 
indecent assault is not punish¬ 
able with life imprisonment. 

Mandatory sentences for per¬ 
sistent burglars and drug traf¬ 
fickers are equally unpromising. 
In tbe case of drug traffickers 
they are simply redundant; 
courts at present work under 
clear judicial guidelines which 
result in severe sentences on 
first time drug traffickers. Long 
sentences on persistent bur¬ 
glars were authorised by legis¬ 
lation in 1908,1948 and 1967; 
each time they failed.Under 
Mr Howard’s scheme, a third- 
time burglar could be sentenced 
to the same sentence as a first¬ 
time rapist, or longer. The result 
will strike most people as unjust 

The writer is Reader in Criminal 
Justice at Cambridge University 
and editor of 'Current Senienc- 
»»0 ' _. 


Teachers’ tales 
at the seaside 

Violent pupils will be demonised at union 
conferences. But, asks Fran Abrams, 
who will speak up for the children? 


I t is the season for teachers to 
meet at the seaside to com¬ 
plain about their lives and swap 
tales of horror and classroom 
hell. As usual, violence is high 
on the agendas of this year’s 
union conferences and head¬ 
lines will scream of “teeny 
thugs” and ■‘terror tots" who 
threaten and intimidate staff. 

This week the Association of 
Teachers and Lecturers, meet¬ 
ing in Torquay, produced a typ¬ 
ical case. A nine-year-old boy 
had become so violent that his 
teacher was permanently dis¬ 
abled with a back injury. 

A harrowing story, without a 
doubt, and one that certainfy 
should never have had to be 
told. But tbe collective jaw of 
the press, who had assembled 
to hear it, dropped when it was 
revealed that foe child was a 
recent refugee from Zaire. The 
boy's behaviour appears to 
have stemmed from his distress 
at witnessing and being forced 
to flee from foe atrocities that 
tore apart his homeland in 
1991 

As similar tales of woe 
emerge over the next few days, 
it might be an appropriate time 
to reflect on foe way in which 
teachers' unions have been 
allowed to control this debate. 

The following comment, 
from a teacher who had to 
leave foe profession after an 
attack by a pupil, s ums up foe 
prevalent attitude: “It is con¬ 
sidered a basic human right to 
be a nuisance and get away with 
it. Children can do no wrong... 
the idea that they deliberately 
choose to do something wrong 
seems to be considered almost 
blasphemous.” This is perfectly 
understandable from somebody 
whose life has been ruined, but 
it does not tell foe whole story. 

The teachers who suffer 
these serious problems of vio¬ 
lence and disruption have a 
strong voice in their unions. 
The children concerned have 
no one to speak for them. It is 
easy to demonise these young¬ 
sters and to write them off as 
animals and under-age thugs 
who deserve no sympathy. 

Of course, not every difficult 
child is a recent refugee. But for 
many, aberrant behaviour is a 
cry for help, a reaction to a 
whole range of traumas. Can 
we really condemn a child of 
five who is regularly beaten by 
his father and who then 
responds in the classroom by 
using his own fists? 

The teachers’ unions exist to 
protect foe interests of their 
members, and it is perfectly 
acceptable for them to com¬ 
plain about foe lack of support 
they receive. But the system 
does not just fail the teacher 


who is left to cope alone with 
an out-of-control infant as well 
as with 30-plus others. It also 
fails foe other children whose 
education cannot continue 
while their teacher is busy hy¬ 
ing to calm a disruptive class¬ 
mate. And it fails foe damaged, 
disturbed child who clearly 
needs far more help than an 
over-stressed primary teacher 
can give. 

The unions are right to raise 
foe issues, but they should not 
be allowed to hijack them in 
what sometimes seems a cynical 
attempt to grab media attention. 

Nigel de Gruchy, general 
secretary of foe National Asso¬ 
ciation of Schoolmasters/Union 
of Women Teachers, has said 

The unions 
must not be 
allowed to hijack 
the issue 


repeatedly’ foaL if it came to a 
choice, he would rather see 
disruptive children on the 
streets wrecking care than in the 
classroom wrecking lessons. A 
handy soundbite, perhaps, but 
one that fails to address foe 
wider issues. 

Excluded pupils who become 
juvenile delinquents often go 
on to spend their lives in and 
out of prison. Their children 
suffer the same disruption, 
often against foe same back¬ 
drop of violence in their home 
lives that they suffered them¬ 
selves, and so the cycle contin¬ 
ues. Of course, it is not fair to 
ask schools to shoulder ail soci¬ 
ety’s ills, but there are more 
constructive solutions. 

David Blunkett, Labour's 
education spokesman, talked 
this week about pupil referral 
units to which such children 
could be sent for a cooling-off 
period of up to a term. He also 
talked about sending teachers 
to foe unit in order to improve 
their skills in dealing with dis¬ 
ruptive behaviour. Extra staff in 
schools can help, too, so that 
these youngsters can receive 
the attention that they so 
clearly need. 

These measures would not, 
of course, solve the problem - 
this week’s conference heard 
about a five-year-old who put 
his persona] minder in hospital 
by hitting him in foe eye with 
his shoe - but they would ease 
foe pressure. And maybe they 
would help to stem the flow of 
holiday-season scare stories 
about the scourge of our out- 
of-control youth. 


"Last year over 100,000 
people died of cancer. If they’d 
read this book many could 
still be alive today" 



Six years ago Vernon Coleman warned about the dangers 
of eating beef infected with foe Mad Cow Disease virus. 

Now, in an important new book he reveals tbe scientific 
evidence which shows foe link between eating meat (and 
other foods'! and developing cancer. Dr Coleman also 
names liu foods which his extensive research has shown 
can help prevent cancer. 

Dr Coleman has been at foe forefront of investigative 
medical journalism for 25 years. Time and time again his 
scientifically based predictions have been proved right. 

Read what he has to say. 

Study the evidence. 

Make up your own mind. 

And remember. Dr Coleman has no vested, commercial 
interests; he is not bound by party political rales; all he 
does is examine the world-wide, scientific research 
evidence and give you foe facts - plain and simple. 

Then, it's up to you. If you aren't convinced by what Dr 
Coleman has to say then send back your book and we’ll 
return yonr money. You really don't have anything to lose - 
and an awful lot to gain. 

"The man is a national treasure" 

(Wbat Doctors Don't Tell You) 

"Dr Vernon Coleman is one of our most enlightened, 

trenchant and sensible dispensers of medical advice" 

(The Observer) 


To order your copy send a cheque or postal order for 
£9.95 (payable to Healfobooks) to: Sales Office IN27, 
Publishing House, Trinity Place, Barnstaple, Devon 
EX32 9HJ. Post and packing is FREE. Your book will 
be despatched within 28 days. Money back guarantee - 
simply return within 28 days of receipt for a full refund 
if not delighted. 


Published by the European Medical Journal 
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nic acum 

Peter Robinson, who resigned 
suddenly on Tuesday os chief ex¬ 
ecutive of Woolwich Building 
Society after allegations of 
financial irregularities, strongly 
denied yesterday that he had 
misused' the society's facilities 
in any way. 

Mr Robinson claimed that he 
had only been made aware of 
the allegations on his return 
from holiday in Barbados on 
Monday. 

Sources have said his shock 
resignation came after claims 
that he used gardeners em¬ 
ployed by Woolwich to carry out 
work on the grounds of his 
home in the village of Brasted. 
in Kent. 

Mr Robinson, 54, was also al¬ 
leged to have borrowed a com¬ 
pany Range Rover for use by his 
family, in addition to having 
decorating work carried out on 
his £450,000, six-bedroomed 
mock-Tudor house. 

But in a statement issued 
through his lawyers, Mr Robin¬ 
son. who was ousted after a 
board meeting, said he was 
“totally shocked" at the action 
taken by the society. 

He said: "The first I heard 
from the board was on Monday 
afternoon. This was after 33 
years of unblemished service 
with the Woolwich, of which I 
am very proud, and culminat¬ 
ing in my appointment as chief 
executive only three months 
ago. 

“I deny that I have in any way 
misused the society's facilities 
and the matter is now in the 
hands of my solicitors." 

Henry Climon-Davis, a part¬ 
ner at the law firm DJ Freeman 
that is representing Mr Robin¬ 
son, said the matter was being 
examined to decide on what 
course of action to take. 


A Woolwich spokesman said* 
“Mr Robinson is entitled to his 
views but our action was based 
on an irreparable loss of confi¬ 
dence on the part of the board 
and management.’' 

It is believed that unless a set¬ 
tlement is reached, Mr Robin¬ 
son's resignation might preclude 
him from compensation for the 
sudden end of his rolling two- 
year contract, paying £300,000 
a year. However, at the formal 
retirement age of 62 he may still 
be entitled to pension rights 
based on his 52 years of service 
with Woolwich. 

The society's chairman. Sir 
Brian Jenkins, said: “The alle¬ 
gations centre on the irregular 

Wodwich comment: 
‘Our action was based 
on an irreparable loss 
of confidence on the 
part of the board’ 


use of the society's facilities but 
there are a number of matters 
under investigation." 

It is understood that details 
of the alleged irregularities sur¬ 
faced very recently after an in¬ 
ternal audit. Non-executive 
board members, including Sir 
Brian, met on Sunday to discuss 
their findings. 

Mr Robinson is thought to 
have been summoned to a sec¬ 
ond meeting at the home of Sir 
Brian in Blackheath, South¬ 
east London, on Monday af¬ 
ternoon. Among others at the 
meeting was Lord Borne, an¬ 
other board member. 

The following day, at a meet¬ 
ing held at the society’s offices, 
board members discussed the 


results of the audit. Two hours 
after a break for lunch, Mr 
Robinson resigned. 

His departure comes just a 
year before the society, the 
UK’s third-biggest, is to seek a 
£3bn stock market listing. 

A spokeswoman said the 
plans for flotation to a bank "re¬ 
mained on track". More than 
3.5 million members w01 receive 
a share hand-out worth an av¬ 
erage of £800 each if the soci¬ 
ety succeeds in its plan. 

'Mr Robinson, who started 
with the society as a manage¬ 
ment trainee, was seen as die 
driving forex behind the flota¬ 
tion plans. There had been 
speculation that he has not had 
an easy relationship with Sir Bri¬ 
an. a former Lord Mayor of 
London and City accountant. 
This is being officially denied. 

Former chief executive Don¬ 
ald Kirkham is taking over as 
head of the society until a re¬ 
placement is found. 

Among those strongly tipped 
to succeed him is Woolwich op¬ 
erations director John Stewart, 
who as Mr Robinson's right- 
hand man. has the task of fold¬ 
ing suitable acquisition targets 
for the society. 

Mr Kirkham, chief executive 
for 10 years before Mr Robin¬ 
son's appointment, was once a 
strong opponent of conversion. 

However, a Woolwich spokes¬ 
woman reported Mr Kirkham as 
saying yesterday: T may have 
been described as a high priest 
of mutuality, but I have now 
changed religion." The society 
also claimed (hat the decision to 
float had been reached unani¬ 
mously by its board after a two- 
year review at Woolwich. 

Rob Thomas, a building so¬ 
ciety analyst at UBS, argued that 
the flotation was still likely to 
proceed as planned. 

Comment, page 23 




In happier times (inset): Peter Robinson (left) and Sir Brian Jenkins. Above, Mr Robinson’s house m Brasted, Kent 


Kent News and Pictures /FT 


Northern Rock reveals flotation plans 


nic acum 

Northern Rode, the UK's eighth 
largest building society, yes¬ 
terday joined the growing 
throng of societies shedding 
their mutual status as it an¬ 
nounced plans to seek a slock 
market listing and give its one 
milli on members free shares 
worth up to £1.000 each. 

The society’s plans were 
greeted with surprise by ana¬ 
lysts, who queried whether 
Northern Rock, valued at about 


flbn. was large enough to fight 
off potential predators and 
flourish in an increasingly com¬ 
petitive financial environment. 

ChristOpheT Sharp, managing 
director at Northern RoclC ar¬ 
gued, however: “We are no 
more vulnerable to the possi¬ 
bility of a takeover now (ion we 
would be if we remained as a 
mutual. 

“We believe we are propos¬ 
ing a structure that better suits 
our vision of what a modern-day 
specialised mortgage lender 


would be. which wiB hetp us pro¬ 
vide better value for money for 
our customers.” 

He said that once it became 
a b ank, the society would con¬ 
tinue to play to' its existing 
strength in the mortgage and 
savings market, without aiming 
to become a broader-based 
provider of financial services. 

About 750,000 savers and 
250.000 borrowers will be bal¬ 
loted on the plans, probably in 
April next year, with conversion 
formally taldng place in October. 


To qualify for a vote, mem¬ 
bers must have opened an ac¬ 
count by yesterday containing 
at least £50, but which must be 

emPof the year. 

As part of its continued com¬ 
mitment to the North-east, 
where the society has a very 
strain presence. Northern Rode 
said it wili be setting up a char¬ 
itable foundation when it floats, 
to which it will covenant 5 per 
cent of its annual pre-tax profits. 
' The foundation will also re¬ 


ceive non-voting, non-dividend¬ 
paying shares, with the option 
of converting into 15 per cent 
of the ordinary share capital of 
the new company. - - 
Terry Eccles, managing di¬ 
rector at JP Morgan,' the mer¬ 
chant bank that has worked on 
the flotation, said the founda¬ 
tion shares were not intended 
as a “poison piU" to frustrate any 
rival bidder. The foundation's 
covenant will prevent that from 
happening and only convert 
upon takeover, he said. 


Treasury bows Shetland oil go-ahead secures 1,400 jobs 

f%r MARY FAGAN after Scott to be approved in the the Atlantic frontier. BP, which The £400m new-generation to send the crude direct to 

V/X X vXV/kJ Industrial Correspondent last 10years.lt has recoverable this year also starts production specialist floating production, ropean refineries. 

reserves of340 million barrels, in the Foinaven field west of storage and offloading vessel Mr Eggar said: “This or 
■ J J The Government has gjven the with the first oil expected to start Shetland, has 3335 per cent of will be largest of its kind. It wili wfll establish the company 

r* M I | O |"QnPTG green light to the development flowing in 199S. Schiehaflion with SheD holding eventually be moored 120 miles one of the most experien 

-M. A XL \j%JkiM- of the £900m Schiehaflion oil- Tim Eggar, minister for en- a further 3335 per cent Other oft the Shetland Islands in builders of this type of spec 

* ■ — ffpfif inn mrfftKnfShetland p.rov nnH inrhi««lTV finVI thfi Ha. nartnprs inr-liiHp Amf-raHa anlprimtn 1 rfppmnHnntl ict onil chnulrl WH tn 


^-FAEROE- 
£ ISLANDS- 


^60 miles 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

The Government yesterday 
bowed to criticisms of its Pri¬ 
vate Finance Initiative by an¬ 
nouncing new measures 
designed to ensure that it hits 
its target of funding £14bn 
worth of public sector projects 
by April 1999. 

Michael Jack, Financial Sec¬ 
retary to the Treasury, an¬ 
nounced fresh procurement 
guidelines for government 
departments to speed up the 
flow of deals under the initia¬ 
tive and cut the cost of bidding 
- one of the chief complaints of 
contractors. 

He also disclosed that the PFI 
had hit its target in 1995/96 with 
£4.8bn worth of deals agreed 
and a further £660m at 
preferred bidder stage or due to 
follow shortly. 

In a bid to boIsLer the initia- 



Michael Jack: Procurement 
guidelines to speed up (foals 


live and drive home the im¬ 
portance attached to it by the 
Chancellor, Kenneth Clarke, 
Mr Jack is being sent on a 
nation-wide tour of PFI projects 
to spread the message to busi¬ 
nessmen and civil servants alike. 

Mr Jack also announced de¬ 
tails of two new hospital projects 
worth £260m in Swindon and 
Norwich and published two 
new case studies of PFI-funded 
prison projects designed to 
demonstrate value for money. 

The launch of the next phase 
of the PFI came as the all-party 
Commons Treasury Committee 
was finalising a highly critical 
report on the initiative. 

The report is expected to 
question whether the Govern¬ 
ment can hit its£14bu target and 
to voice fears that minis tens are 
cutting capita] spending without 
being sure there wfll be private 
funding to make up the short¬ 
fall. 

In the current financial year, 
the value of projects funded un¬ 
der the PFI is equivalent to Hear¬ 
ty a quarter of the Government’s 
total capital spending pro¬ 
gramme. However, of the£5bn 
worth of projects awarded, the 
Channel tunnel high-speed rail 
link accounts for £3ba. 

Martin Laing, chairman of 
the Construction Industry Em¬ 
ployers Council, welcomed the 
new procurement guidelines 
but cautioned they had to be un¬ 
derstood by chril servants with 
day-to-day responsibility for 

PFI projects. 

Comment, page 23 


MART FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

The Government has gjven the 
green light to the development 
of foe £900m Schiehaflion oil¬ 
field, 100 miles west of Shetland 
The decision secures up to 
1,400 jobs at the Harland and 
Wolff shipyard in Belfast which 
has won the order to build the 
floating production vessel for 
the field. 

Schiehaflion. operated by BP, 
is foe second-largest oilfield 


after Scott to be approved in the 
last 10 years. It has recoverable 
reserves of340 million barrels, 
with foe Gist oil expected to start 
flowing in I99S. 

Tim Eggar, minister for en¬ 
ergy and industry, said foe de¬ 
velopment would play an 
important role in establishing 
foe region as an important new 
oil province. 

BP and its partners should be 
congratulated for “surmounting 
foe hostile environment" in an 
area known in foe industry as 


foe Atlantic frontier. BP, which 
this year also starts production 
in foe Foinaven field west of 
Shetland, has 3335 per cent of 
Schiehaflion with SbeO holding 
a further 3335 per cent. Other 
partners include Amerada 
Hess, Aran (owned by Statoil), 
OMV and Murphy Petroleum. 

The contract for foe design, 
engineering and production of 
the production vessel goes to the 
Atlantic Frontier Alliance - a 
group including Brown and 
Root and Harland and Wolff. 


The £400m new-generation 
specialist floating production, 
storage and offloading vessel 
wifl be largest of its kind. It will 
eventually be moored 120 miles 
off the Shetland Islands in 
water up to 1,500ft deep and wiD 
have foe capacity to process 
about 140,000 barrels of oil 
every day. One controversial de¬ 
cision as yet outstanding is 
where foe crude will be landed. 

Sufloro Voe in Shetland and 
Flotta in Orkney are vying for 
foe deal but one optionmay be 


to send the crude direct to Eu¬ 
ropean refineries. 

Mr Eggar said: “This order 
wfll establish foe company as 
one of foe most experienced 
builders of this type of special¬ 
ist vessel, and should lead to or¬ 
ders from all over foe world." 

Separately, Shell Expro, a 
joint venture with Exxon, said 
it awarded foe contract for foe 
onshore recycling and disposal 
of its North Sea Leman BK gas 
compression platform to Able, 
a UK firm. 
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French Telecom loses 
monopoly status 


Daimler hit by 
record £2.5bn loss 


MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 

The French government is to 
strip France Tfeiecom of its mo¬ 
nopoly status, in a move toward 
the wholesale deregulation of 
foe domestic telecommunica¬ 
tions market 

In a bill to be introduced in 
the French parliament next 
month, foe government plans to 
open foe market to an unlimit¬ 
ed number of private competi¬ 
tors. under the supervision of an 
independent regulator. 

The move comes in advance 
of foe 1 January 1998 deadline 
set by Brussels for wholesale lib¬ 
eralisation of telecommunica¬ 
tions throughout the European 
Union. 

Introducing the bill yesterday, 
foe telecommunications minis¬ 
ter, Francois Ffllon, stressed the 
benefits to consumers from 
deregulation, citing foe fall in 
prices and proliferation of ser¬ 
vices in Britain and Sweden. He 


anticipated that prices in France 
could fall by more than 30 per 
cent after deregulation. 

The radical deregulation fol¬ 
lows a controversial decision, 
announced last month, that 
France Telecom wiD be least 51 
per cent state-owned, even af¬ 
ter 1998 - a concession seen at 
foe time as a transparent at¬ 
tempt to reassure the company's 
powerful trade unions. 

Publication of foe new Bill so 
soon after apparently shelving 
plans For the privatisation of 
France Telecom suggests foe 
government may be following a 
long-term strategy designed to 
make privatisation inevitable 
down the road. 

Faced with full competition 
for foe first time, foe state op¬ 
erator could start to lose cus¬ 
tomers, and be forced to shed 
jobs on a massive scale. That 
might encourage it to seek pri¬ 
vatisation of its own accord in 
order to compete. 

Media upheavals, page 26 


Daimler-Benz, the giant car 
and truck-maker, is uot paying 
1 a dividend to shareholders for 
the first time since 1950 after 
running up foe biggest loss in 
German corporate history of 
Dm5.7bn (£23bn). 

The losses for 1995 included 
a hefty Dm5.1bn of restruc¬ 
turing costs, of which almost 
Dm4bn was attributed to elec¬ 
tric and engineering unit AEG 
and at aircraft unit Daimler- 
Benz Aerospace (Dasa). 

During 1995, DaimJer an¬ 
nounced it would sell AEG's 
core activities and absorb foe re¬ 
maining operations, 

Dasa, which has already re¬ 
ported a record Dm4.3bn loss 
tbr 1995. added to its parent's 
problems earlier this year by an¬ 
nouncing it would take a 
Dm23bn hit from Dutch air¬ 
craft unit Fbkker, which went 
bankrupt last month. 

Daimler said yesterday that 
it had tried to include almost 
every last piece of negative 


financial news in foe 1995 fig¬ 
ures, and believed foe way was 
now dear for what may be a 
rapid recovery to “clear profit¬ 
ability" this year. 

It added that its core busi¬ 
nesses, car and truck-maker 
Mercedes-Benz and financial 
and computer services unit 
Daimler-Benz Interservices, 
were bath successful in 1995. To¬ 
gether they account for 80 per 
cent of Daimler’s revenues. 
“The show of strength of the last 
few months showed that the 
board has taken measures to of¬ 
fer Daimler-Benz shareholders 
an attractive return," said Juer- 
gen Schrempp, chief executive. 

Analysts were sceptical, how¬ 
ever, about foe company’s abil¬ 
ity to recovery quickly. Daimler, 
which made a net profit of 
Dm895m in 1994, will give fur¬ 
ther details on its 1995 results 
in a week's time. The shares fell j 
just Dm5.6 to Dm794.6, re- 1 
fleeting foe fact that there were 
no new problems. 



OUR GAS 
PRICES 
ARE NOT 
TO BE 
SNIFFED 
AT 


Have you got a nose for a good deal? 

Because, if you currently spend more than £1,1QC 
year on gas, switching to low cost gas from 
Amerada can make you breathtaking savings. 
To find out how much, just ring us for a quote. 

There 11 be no new pipes, roadworks or 
inconvenience. Just the warm satisfaction of 

sniffing out a real bargain. 

RMERRDR HESS GRS 

CALL 0500 00 11 oo 


BRINGING low cost 
_gas to brit/1 .., 
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“With a scandal of this 
sort sitting on its 
shoulders, Woolwich 
loses much of its 
credibility as a serious 
stock market concern' 


__ _ business 

Building societies desperately need a new role 


“ left nt die building society move- 

refers lhLs dwind,in S band still 
° lbrtilf is a movemeni - seems finally 

hnni? U ? g apart - Norlhcrn Rock, alwavs 
3 d >?hafd[supporter of the old 

mrniai tradition. is joining Lhe stampede into 

fadS , «Vi" d u h P king stalus ’ ^ a 

»V d »ed and slightly curious manner. Its de- 

cision to do so coincides with a building 
soaety scandal of such crass stupidity that 
i£? 2 St u de&!I bchef - Tb^gh wholly un- 
[f,T things seem to teU the same 
jaie. i ms is of an industry in disarray, with¬ 
out purpose or strategy, desperately search¬ 
ing tor a new role m the world and vet 
unprepared wholly to throw away the past. 

Even the merest hint that a building soci¬ 
ety chief may have had his fingers in the till 
(and there is a lot more than that cominn 
out of the Woolwich) sends a shiver down 
uie spme. Building society practice when it 
comes to directors' pay and perks may 
always have been more sloppy and lax than 
anyone now cares to admit. The quid pro 
quo for lower pay than is common in the 
banking sector has for those at the top long 
been a few hidden perks on the side. But the 
allegation that Peter Robinson used society 
money and facilities on the scale suggested 
for his own personal benefit is none the less 
to most people a deeply shocking one. If you 
cannot trust a building society manager, who 
can you trust? 

Furthermore, the society's insistence that 
the affair will have no effect on its planned 


i stock market ilotalion is plainly nonsense, 
j The man brought out of retirement to fill Mr 
Robinson's shoes, Donald Kirkham, never 
wanted to convert in the first place. With a 
scandal of this sort silting on its shoulders, 
Woolwich loses much of its credibility as a 
serious stock market concern. What's it 
going to do with its five years of grace as a 
publicly quoted company - landscape-garden 
Britain? 

Woolwich looks too small even as a spe¬ 
cialist bank concentrating on the compara¬ 
tively narrow territory of domestic mortgage 
lending, to be a credible player. The rest of 
the banking world is fast consolidating, or at 
least dying to. Who is going to trust the Wool¬ 
wich after this to lead from the front in such 
a process? Unless a new chief executive of 
dnvc and ambition is found in double quick 
lime, the Woolwich might be better off 
accepting the inevitable and succumbing to 
someone clse’s plans for the industry. 

What is true of the Woolwich is doubly so 
of Northern Rock, highly successful though 
this little building soaety is. Northern Rock 
is so small that it won’t even be pan of the 
FT-SE 100. Well, perhaps there could be a 
market for the small, specialist, regional 
bank, but the slock market won't like very 1 
much Nonhem's planned establishment of I 
a Charitable Foundation, cute and com- ; 
mend able though the idea is. Every year, the J 
Foundation will spend 5 per cent of the com- [ 
pony's profits on good Geordie causes. The I 
Foundation's proposed 15 per cent slake in I 


the company, moreover, looks suspiciously 
like a poison pnL Nonsense, says Christopher 
Sharpe, Nonhems managing director. We 
don’t need poison pills. The City likes suc¬ 
cessful companies and we plan to survive on 
our record. Prior naive fool. Lloyds TSB, 
already the owner of Cheltenham and 
Gloucester, likes successful building societies 
too. It would quite like Lo own another. Per¬ 
haps Woolwich and Northern should start 
talking. Together, they might just about 
make a credible publidy quoted bank. Apart, 
they will both look marginalised and weak. 

PFI still has a 
long way to go 

W hen a minister embarks on a morale¬ 
building tour of the country it is gen¬ 
erally a sure sign of desperation. When he 
also promises that it will be fact-finding you 
know’ he is bracing himself for some partic¬ 
ularly unpleasanMruths. Quite what Birm¬ 
ingham and Wigan have done to deserve 
being chosen as the first ports of call for the 
Financial Secretary. Michael Jack, as he starts 
his nationwide tour to promote the Private 
Finance Initiative is not clear. 

The minister may survive being bull¬ 
dozed out of town by angry building con¬ 
tractors but he will be left in no doubt that 
the PFI has an awful lot still to deliver. 
Despite Mr Jack's grand cl aims yesterday, 
it has a long way to go to fulfil its potential 


as the way most public sector projects may 
one day be financed. 

The numbers sound impressive - £14bn 
of deals promised by 1999 and £27bn of pro¬ 
jects identified in total. But the delivery has 
been less smooth. Of the £5bn of deals 
signed up this financial year, nearly £4bn is 
accounted for by just three transport pro¬ 
jects, and of those, the Channel TUnnel rail 
link is only being built with the aid of pub¬ 
lic subsidies approaching £ 2 bn. 

Three years on, the PFI is still dogged by 
two problems. At the supply end it relies 
upon civil servants who have little concept 
of risk assessment and even less idea of how 
Lo transfer risk to the private sector. At the 
delivery end, there is a dearth of contractors 
sufficiently well capitalised to take on pro¬ 
jects or even in some cases afford the costs 
of tendering. The new procurement guide¬ 
lines published yesterday for civil servants 
and contractors are to be welcomed. But it 
is extraordinary that it has taken the Trea¬ 
sury three years lo wise up to such basic rules 
as providing a clear definition of what the 
public sector's requirements are before 
going out to tender. 

The establishment of departmental cham¬ 
pions to see projects through and the deter¬ 
mination to whittle the tendering process 
down to a single preferred bidder will also 
help. But these measures will onJy go part 
way to addressing the criticisms levelled at 
the PFI and certainly do not meet the 
demands of some construction groups for a 


Whitehall department dedicated to negoti¬ 
ating PFI contracts. 

At the supply end of the chain there is still 
a massive job to be done educating civil ser¬ 
vants. Simply ensuring that the new pro¬ 
curement guidelines percolate through 
Whitehall departments and local authorities 
will be a major feat. At the deliveiy end, 
there are still far loo many contractors 
brought up on cost-plus contracts or who 
make their money on contract claims. 

For the PFI to work effectively it has to 

attract multinationals of the likes of Shell or 
IQ who are used to project management on 
a big scale and have the capital base to take 
on large ventures. The construction indus¬ 
try has long since accepted that the projects 
brought forward under the PFI wiU be 
incremental to existing expenditure. This 
means that unless the PFI delivers, large 
gaps wQl start to appear in the Government's 
capital spending programme. 

The Treasury Select Committee, which 
will report on the PFI in the next few weeks 
has identified this as one of the initiative's 
biggest weaknesses. Conversely, it could be 
seen as its greatest strength. If the PFI does 
not deliver it will mean more crumbling 
roads, delapidated hospitals and schools and 
overcrowded prisons. 

That is one scenario no government 
wants to Lake into an election.~As a conse¬ 
quence, 1996 is almost certainly the year 
when the PFI has to prove that its time has 
come, or quietly expire. 
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Siebe seals £ 511 m 
Unitech takeover 


MAGNUS GR1MOND 

Siebe yesterday sealed agree¬ 
ment with rival engineering 
group Unitech for a £511m 
takeover. The two sides have 
been talking since Siebe an¬ 
nounced last month it had 
bought a 25 per cent stake in 
Unitech from Electrowatt of 
Switzerland and had an option 
over the Swiss group's remain¬ 
ing 4.1 per cent holding. 

The main offer is 0.804 Siebe 
shares for every one in Unitech, 
with a full cash alternative worth 
659p a share. Siebe’s shares fell 
23p to 874p, putting a value just 
short of 703p on the paper of¬ 
fer. Unitech rose 29p to 703p. 

Electrowatt has committed 
itself to accepting the offer for 
its remaining holding in Uni tech 
and Siebe has also received ac¬ 
ceptances from directors con¬ 
trolling a further 12 per cent, 
giving Siebe control over303 per 
cent ’ 

Siebe has had to pay signifi¬ 
cantly more than the 590p a 
share which it paid for its initial 
stake, but Allen Yurko, chief ex¬ 
ecutive, dismissed suggestions 
that they had been forced to 
overpay to secure board agree¬ 
ment “Certainly board agree- 


In Brief _ 


ment was significant and im¬ 
portant to us. We wanted a 
growth company, management 
agreement and to bring on board 
[Unitech's Japanese subsidiary] 
without hostility." 

But he described the 670p av¬ 
erage price for the bid as “very 
fair”. Siebe hopes lo retain all the 
executive members of the 
Unitech board, led by Peter 
Curry, chairman and chief ex¬ 
ecutive, and has no present 
plans to close either the com¬ 
pany's Reading headquarters 
or any of its plants. 

The acquisition would not di¬ 
lute earnings in the first year and 
would enhance them in follow¬ 
ing years, Mr Yurko claimed. It 
would strengthen Siebe’s exist¬ 
ing business in three strategic 
areas. 

Unitech was a leader in elec¬ 
trons power controls, used inside 
electrical equipment as sophis¬ 
ticated current transformers. It 
was “the final peg in the final 
hole” in the group’s existing 
electronic controls business, 
where they would now be in all 
the main markets of the world, 
he said. Unitech would take the 
2 per cent world market share of 
Siebe's existing Teccor business 
to around 10 per cent. 


• More t han 2,200 former workers at the Swan Hunter shipyards 
will share in around £53m redundancy payments two years af¬ 
ter the company went bust, because of an agreement yesterday 
between receivers and the trade unions. The claim by the Con¬ 
federation of Shipbuilding and Engineering Unions comes un¬ 
der the controversial Paramount Case ruling from last year, and 
opens the door to compensation for thousands more former em¬ 
ployees of companies that collapsed between 1986 and 15 March 
1994 . Ex-employees could benefit at Leyland Daf, Ferranti, BCCT 
and Polly Peck. The bodies suffering as a result will be mainly 
the Inland Revenue and the VAX since compensation will be paid 
from recoveries which would previously have gone to preferred 
creditors. The accountancy firms which employ the receivers wll 
also be hit Last vear the Law Lords made receivers liable for 
Severance pay' and pensions contributions of employees kept 
m for more than 14 days following a company g omg bust. 

• Rail track will borrow £235bn from a syndicate of international 
banks ahead of its flotation planned for May. Analysts said the 
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Meanwhile, he described 
Nemic-Lambda, 50.6 per cent 
controlled by Unitech, as “a 
brilliant company”. Siebe had 
been looking for years at ways 
to penetrate the Far Eastern 
market and this was a backdoor 
way of doing an acquisition 
there, he said. “It would have 
taken five to six years to have 
built this sort of presence." 

Finally, Unitech's heating, 
ventilating and air conditioning 
operation was entirely comple¬ 
mentary with Siebe's own busi¬ 
ness in this area, ft would 
reinforce the group's leadership 
in this market, adding around 3 
points to its market share to be¬ 
tween 18 and 19 per cent 

Analysts were less enthusias¬ 
tic about the bid. Sandy Morris I 
of NalWest Markets said: “I can 
understand where [Unitech] fits 
in. Their product is an adjunct 
to everything else [Siebe] does. 
This allows them to offer a 
complete electronic controls 
system.” But he questioned the 
claim that the acquisition would 
not be dilutive, saying he would 
have to raise his forecast for 
Unilech for the 1997-98year, the 
first full 12 months with the 
group, from £64m to £72m, to 
make the numbers stack up. 


Ladbroke 
deal with 
Hilton 
on cards 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

A deal between Ladbroke’s 
Hilton Hotels arm and the 
Hilton Hotels Corporation in 
the US looked increasingly 
likely last night after comments 
from Stephen Bollenbach, new 
head of the American opera¬ 
tion, to a high-level industry 
conference. 

Mr Bollenbach is reported to 
have said that he believed 
Hilton Corporation had “an 
underleveraged balance sheet”. 
He confirmed that he was in dis¬ 
cussions with Ladbroke on the 
subject of putting the two busi¬ 
nesses together in some form 
and said he would like to see co¬ 
operation between (he two. 




be close was fuelled by further 
remarks from Mr Bollenbach 
that he was keen to expand 
Hilton Corporation both in¬ 
side and outside the US. He 
added that he felt the cost of 
debt in America was relatively 
cheap at the moment 

News of Mr Bollenbach's 
comments to a group of 70 large 
institutional investors, as well as 
representatives of hotel chains 
including Intercontinental and 
Marriott, emerged as Klein- 
wort Benson, organiser of the 
oonferenoe, issued its annual re¬ 
view of quoted hotel companies. 

Kleinwort analysts Paul Slat¬ 
tery and Greg Feehely said 
they expecied 1996 to be an¬ 
other strong year for the UK ho¬ 
tel industry. Company profits 
would be boosted by the tight 
supply of new hotel rooms and 
rising occupancy levels which 
would inevitably force room 
rates higher. During 1995, the 
broker said, while occupancy 
levels grew in line with expec¬ 
tations, room nights sold in¬ 
creased by 3.7 percent to 3135 
million, the highest level since 
Klein wort’s records began. 

Investment column, page 24 




BET pushes up forecast 
as bid deadline nears 


Clive Thompson: Chairman of Rentokil, described BET’S 
new forecast as a ‘sign of management incompetence' 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

BET yesterday stepped up its 
defence against the £1.9bn hos¬ 
tile takeover bid from Rentokil 
by announcing an upwards re¬ 
vision of its profit forecast for 
the ourenlyear from £142m to 
£146m. 

The estimate, however, drew 
accusations of “incompetence” 
from Rentokil, which has until 
the end of next week to decide 
whether to increase its 203p 
cash-and-shares bid for the ri¬ 
val business services company. 

BEE which made its first 
profit forecast for the year to 
next March just a fortnight 
ago, said it also expected earn¬ 
ings per share to rise by at least 
35 percent to at least ll.lp.The 
group has already forecast that 
its dividend for1996/97will rise 


at least 20 per cent to a net 6.15p 
per share. 

Shares in BET rose by 2p to 
205-5p and Rentokil dosed 3p 
higher at 362p. 

Sir Christopher Harding, 
BET chairman, said' “This pow¬ 
erfully demonstrates three key 
points about BET - the strength 
and momentum of our current 
growth, the prudence with 
which we forecast, and the in¬ 
adequacy of Ren total's offer.” 

BET has until tomorrow to 
publish anymore fresh financial 
information to the market and 
any revised bid by Rentokil 
from the present 203p cash-and- 
shares oner must be made no 
more than a week later. Most 
analysts are expecting a slightly 
raised offer from Rentokil to 
clinch victory but some believe 
that it could squeeze success 
without giving ground. 
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Clive Thompson, Rentokfl's 
chief executive, said that the re¬ 
lease of yet another profit fore¬ 
cast is a “sheer sign of 
management incompetence'*. 

Mr Thompson attacked the 
latest profit forecast as lacking 
back-up details, adding: “How 
can shareholders regard this as 
credible? I believe there is too 
little information as to where 
this late contribution to BET’S 
profit estimate has come from.” 

BET said the estimate, unlike 
the previous forecast, is based 
on full information for the year 
to the end of March. 

There is a growing view in the 
City that Rentokil has all but 
won the £1.9bn takeover. Fi¬ 
delity, which owned more than 
5 per cent of BET at the start 
of the bid, is thought to have re¬ 
duced its holding of 50 million 
shares to 18 million. 








CHANGES TO RATES 

Halifax Building Society announces new rates 
for certain savings and banking cusromers 
from 6 th April 1996. 

CLOSED ISSUES. If your account is a dosed 
Issue (one which is no longer available to 
new customers) you may close it without 
losing any interest if you transfer the money 
into any Halifax account. This does not apply 
to TESSA Gold and Halifax TESSA 

The fares shown apply to both the deposit and 
share account versions of these products. 

POINTS TO NOTE. Interest will be paid net after 
the lower rate of income tax (20% from 6 th April 
1996) has been deducted unless you have 
completed a registration form and made a 
declaration to comply with Inland Revenue 
regulations. The net rates shown, which are only 
examples and have been rounded, assume the 
lower rate of income tax has been taken off. All 
interest rates quoted may change. ^Special rates of 
interest on certain accounts paid to savings and 
banking customers who appear in our records as 
being under 21 or have Student Maxim. If your 
account balance is less than £50 you will not 
receive any interest unless you appear in our 
records as being under 21 (or. if your account is a 
Maxim account, you appear in our records as being 
under 21 or a student). Compounded annual rates 
(C.A.R.) apply when foil Interest remains in your 
account. tThe non-resident rates of interest are 
payable to individuals who are not ordinarily 
resident in the UK and who complete an 
appropriate declaration form. Bonus Gold and Solid 
Gold non-personal accounts (such as accounts held 
by clubs, charities and trusts) are no longer 
available to new customers. 

Full account conditions and details of when interest 
is paid, and how to quality for the TESSA Gold. 
Halifax TESSA, Halifax TESSA 2 and Bonus Gold 
bonuses, are available from any Halifax branch. 


4th April 1996 
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Dream scenario for hotel sector 

The Investment Column 


Kletnwon Benson’s annual review of 
the quoted hotel sector is eagerly 
awaited by investor and this year, with 
signs that the market is starting to re¬ 
verse its substantial underperformance 
of the past five years, was no exception. 

Analysts at KB confirmed the recent 
statistical evidence from industry fore¬ 
casters PanneII Kerr Foster and the 
anecdotal straws in the wind from firms 
that this year and next should be 
bumper periods for UK hotel groups. 
With GDP growing at 12 per cent, the 
savings rate falling slightly and infla¬ 
tion m retreat, the elements are is place 
for good domestic demand for hotels. 

London is enjoying the dream sce¬ 
nario of limited supply combined with 
record levels of occupancy. In those cir¬ 
cumstances the only pressure valve is 
room pricing, which can rise quite 
sharply, allowing hotel owners to re¬ 
duce the level of room nights con¬ 
tracted to low-margin, high-volume 
overseas group tours. 

Thai is good news for earnings, be¬ 
cause higher room rales fall straight 
through to profits, unlik e higher vol¬ 
umes, which necessarily bring with 
them incremental costs as well as 
higher revenue. During its failed bid 
defence Forte recently said that in 1995 
61 per cent of its sales growth was 
falling through to profits; Brjerley has 
made similar remarks about its Thistle 
chain. The problem with hotels for in¬ 
vestors has always been spotting which 
companies arc best placed to benefit 
from such a benign trading environ¬ 
ment. The combination of a portfolio's 
location, size, market level of hotel, 
market share and facilities is such a 
complex matrix that it can be difficult 
drawing sensible conclusions. 

Faced with those problems Kleinwoif 
Benson has created a hotel index 
which it hopes will create a more sys¬ 
tematic way of analysing the sector. In 
simple terms it creates a composite 
score with all the above variables and 
some others included with an appro¬ 
priate weighting. That score acts as a 
measure of how well a company should 
perform given its asset base and can 
act as a good first step in deciding 
whether a share rating is reasonable. 

The results make interesting read¬ 
ing. They show, for example that in the 
top division of UK hotels, the Savoy 
has the makings of a fine hotel group 
but is woefully underperforming. Brier- 
ley’s Thistle chain on the other band 
makes a cracking return out of a less 
than exciting portfolio. 

Stalas emerges as a company that 
makes full use of its available resources, 
while Queens Moat is not using its port¬ 
folio to anything like its full potential. 
Vaux is another group that KB says 
could do better. So selecting the right 
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groups remains the challenge. But 
against such a good trading backdrop, 
and having underperformed the mar¬ 
ket by almost 40 per cent since the be¬ 
ginning of 1990, the sector as a whole 
should have a good run this year. 

Hewden Stuart 
reaches flat spot 

Hewden Stuart, the Glasgow-based 
plant hire group, has long been one of 
the darlings of the construction sector. 
Innate Scottish caution, an obsession 
with cash flow and high levels of in¬ 
vestment have served it weD tfirougb the 
recession of the early 1990s and the sub¬ 
sequent painfully slow recovery. The re¬ 
sult has been a tripling of profits from 
the recessionary low hit in 1992-93, after 
last year's 4 per cent rise just nudged 
Hewden past the previous peak in 1990. 

But the record of £363m, struck in 
the 12 months to January, may prove 
to be, at best, a plateau for the time be¬ 
ing. Tire new execu tire chairman, Sandy 
Findlay, despite a plea that he was not 
being downbeat, was yesterday pouring 
buckets of cold water on the incipient 
recovery in Che housing market and re¬ 


iterating that construction remains as 
weak as ever. Indeed, although he held 
out the hope that a “very difficult” start 
to the year might be reversed in the sec¬ 
ond half, there was a chilling warning 
that the current state of the industry 
meant profits from Hewden could be 
flat for three years. 

Mr Findlay has the reputation of be¬ 
ing something of a Jeremiah, but his re¬ 
alism has often proved a necessary 
corrective to the false optimism of the 
building societies and house-builders. 
As the largest in the plant hire business, 
Hewden is something of a bellwether 
for the construction and building 
industry. 

It is not all gloom and doom. In spe¬ 
cialist hire areas like tower cranes. 
Mobil air compressors and powered 
access, Hewden’s strong market shares 
and well maintained plant means that 
premium prices are holding up. Com¬ 
modity areas like dumper trucks, road 
rollers and mobile cranes are proving 
more difficult, while margins in new 
equipment merchandising have been hit 
by a stock overhang and profits there 
slipped S.5 per cent to £L7m 

The main plant hire division, which 
contributes a third of profits, is the more 
worrying area. Some areas of the mar¬ 
ket have seen prices slip by up to 10 per 


cent and utilisation rates around the 65 
percent mark are a good 5 points be¬ 
low Hewden's comfort threshold. 

Plans to slash capital expenditure 
from £6Imto around the expected de¬ 
preciation level of £36m this year says 
as much as anything about Hewden's 
view of the outlook. Same-again prof- 
its of £36m would put the shares, down 
9p at 14&>, on a forward p'c of 16- High 
enough for now. 


Hewden Stuart: at a glance 


Matot rate: E410fn, share price 148p 


5-year record 

Pre-tax profits (Bn) 


1992 1993 1994 .1995 1996 




15.0 12.0 


-19.2 34.8. : . 3B3 


Dividends per share (pence) 2.18 


2.25 242 277 • 3.00 


Net cash/borrowings 

15 sr -. ■■‘mbc 



Share price 

pence . 



1991 92 . 93 -'94 95 : 96 


City Centre 
dishes up profits 


We now spend more than £40bn a year 
eating out. with 30p that every Briton 
spends on food going to restaurants. 
The total market is growing at about 
7 per cent year, analysts believe. 

That ought to be a pretty attractive 
backdrop for the 10 specialist restau¬ 
rant stocks on the market, but as the 
burgeoning of that mini-sector suggests 
demand has been more than met by 
supply. It is a competitive market out 
there. 

In that context. City Centre Restau¬ 
rants' 10 per cent rise in pre-tax profits 
to £15-5 m was a pretty impressive re¬ 
turn from its chain of 205 Deep Pan, 
Garfunkels, Caffe Uno, and a string of 
other, restaurants. The jump in profits 
for the year to December was struck 
from an 8 per cent rise in sales to 
£lllm. After a 12 per cent increase in 
earning; per share, the dividend rose 
by a similar margin to 2.24p and the 
shares nudged up lp to 94p. 

City Centre's performance is better 
than it ought appear, because, unlike 
many of its peers, it operates a pretty 
prudent polity of writing off up to 
£20,000 every time it opens a restau¬ 
rant Others in the sector capitalise pre- 
opening costs - perfectly acceptable 
from an accounting point of view, but 
not necessarily the safest approach from 
a shareholder's perspective. 

With the group planning 50 opening? 
this year, that policy is likely to knock 
up to £lm off underlying profits. Dur¬ 
ing 1995 , the 2S openings completed 
cost £423,000. 

James Naylor, chief executive, freely 
admits that he is really in the fashion 
business - at his end of the restaurant 
market each site is really just a shell into 
which the latest ethnic food fad can be 
poured at relatively low cost The trick 
is reading trends and keeping costs low. 

On the basis of forecast profits of 
£I63m this year and £l9m next, the 
company seems to be getting both of 
those about right- A forecast p/e ratio 
of 16 falling to 14 incorporates most of 
the good news, however. High enough. 


Old boys’ boat race lets 

banl^ put their oar in 


City Diary 

John Willcock 


Boat Race: Veterans wiH settle for half the usual course in today’s event 


Those who fear that the Ox¬ 
ford and Cambridge Boat 
Race on Saturday will be 
dominated by American 
postgraduates should take 
heart from this afternoon's 
Veterans Boat Race. 

Mature rowers from both 
universities will race each 
other for the first half of the 
course from the Putney 
Stone to Hammersmith 
Pier. 

It’s not because they 
aren't fit, insists Cam¬ 
bridge’s coach, Chris Dailey 
- “if we went any further 
spectators would have lost 
interest.” 

.Amongst Oxford's over-35 
crew today are Allan Kirk¬ 
patrick. 36, who works for 
West LB. Steve Plunkett. 42, 
a deputy managing director 
of Yamaichi Bank, and 
Andy Hall. 45. President of 


PbiBro, an investment sub¬ 
sidiary of Salomon Brothers. 
Cambridge's cox is Martin 
Haycock of SBC Warburg, 
while Dailey himself works 
at Gammell Kershaw, man¬ 
aging agents at Lloyds of 
London. 

One of the Cambridge 
crew rowed in the boat 
which hit a barge and sank - 
but Dailey isn’t saying who. 

Lawyers were crowing about 
their success at a recent quiz 
evening for “young profes¬ 
sionals'’ in Baker Street, 
London, when the legal pro¬ 
fession ended op with four 
teams in the top five. A 
team of property surveyors 
came joint second, while the 
best the accountants could 
do was tenth out of 23 
teams - and that was really 
a bunch of journalists from 


Christopher Sharp, the gruff bat popular managing director of 
Northern Rock Bonding Society; was asked the inevitable ques¬ 
tion yesterday - did he have a garden which needed work doing 
on it? (Northern Rock announced its conversion to pic on die 
day alter Woolwich chief executive Efcter Robinson was ousted 
for - among other things - allegedly using the society’s garden¬ 
ers at his own home.) Mr Sharp replied that his own garden 
was overgrown and needed weeding. “I will throw my garden 
open. Anyone’s welcome to start work on it " 

Mr Sharp then stressed bow sorry he was to hear of Mr 
Robinson’s enforced departure from the TRxdwidL M It*s tragic. 
I’ve known him for 25 years. He may not be everyone’s cop of 
lea bnS I have a lot of respect for him.’’ 

Incidentally, Mr Robinson lives just two doors down from 
Lord Nolan, Chairman of the Committee on Public Stan¬ 
dards. in Parley, Surrey. Perhaps they should have tea. 


Accountancy Age , the trade 
magazine. 

One hack defended the 
bean-counters’ performance 
at the Imry~sponsored 

evening: “Not many accoun¬ 
tants turned up;” she said 

Philippe Sacerdot, 36, who 
has just joined SBC War¬ 
burg’s Financial Institutions 
Group, is one of those irri¬ 
tating people who passes 
every test with flying 
colours. He got a degree in 
history from the Sorbonne, 
a Masters in Law from the 
same place, squeezed into 
the incredibly selective 
Ecole Nationale d'Adminis- 
trationfENA), and then to 
cap it all came top of his 
MBA year at Columbia Uni¬ 
versity Graduate School of 
Business in 1990. 

He's not the only gradu¬ 
ate of ENA at SBC Whrburg 
- there's also Jean-Baptiste 
Toulouse, who works in SBC 
Warburg’s corporate finance 
department in France. 

Justin Urquhart Stewart, 
business planning director at 
Barclays Stockbrokers, re¬ 
called yesterday how he 
used to turn up at the old 
Stock Exchange in his 
biker’s leathers, only to be 
turned away and told to use 
the tradesman's entrance. 
These days he’s probably be 
chairman. 


2 for 1 Eurostar offer with 


INDEPENDENT 



W e are offering readers of The 
Independent and the Indepen¬ 
dent on Sunday a superb 2 for 1 
offer on day return trips with Eurostar, 
for only £125. When you pay for one 
standard day return ticket at £125, to 
either Paris, Lille or Brussels, you will 
get another to the same value, free. 

Eurostar is a service provided 
together by the railways of Britain, 
France and Belgium. Simply sit back, 
relax and in just over three hours you 
can travel from city centre to city cen¬ 
tre. through the Channel Tunnel. 

Travel to Paris and discover the 
splendour of the Sacre Coeur Basilica 
and the Notre Dame Cathedral; the 
richness of the Louvre Museum; the 
vibrancy of the Champs Elysees and 
the sheer scale of the awe inspiring Eif¬ 
fel Tower. 

Or why not visit Lille, the former 
capital of French Flanders. It offers a 
rich collection of architectural curiosi¬ 
ties including the pentagonal Citadel 
fortress built by Vauban, and many 
enticing restaurants dotted around 
the city. Brussels holds plentiful 
attractions, ranging from historic sights 
to superb restaurants, stylish shops and 
cafes. 

If you would like to stay a little 
longer in either Paris or Brussels, then 
you can make use of our second offer. 
With our Short Break, you can stay in 
a small, friendly hotel, right in the 
heart of Paris or Brussels. 

Prices start from £109 per person 
and include one nights accommoda¬ 
tion (sharing a twin or double room); 
continental breakfast; return Eurostar 
travel and local taxes. 

All the hotels have private facilities 



Hotel Nano 


P/unss 


Grado 


with easy access to either the metro or 
public transport For Brussels, there 
are mid-week supplements for three 
and four star hotels upwards, from £8 
per person per night. Listed on this 
page are details of the hotels. 

How to QeaUfy 

Simply collect four differently num¬ 
bered tokens from the seven we will be 


Short Break - Extnr Ni^ht . 

(cost per person) (costperpersan} 


'Baccarat 

2 

£109 



Royal Navarin 

2 

£109 

£33 


Royal Magenta 

2 

£100 

£ 33 ;' 


Chsvemy 

3 

£129 

£44 


Appia 

3 • 

£129 

£44 


Gusset 

3 (superior} 

£139 

£54 


Brabant 

3 (superior) 

£139 

. £54" • 


The Garden Syses 

4 

£155 

£70 


Copthome Comrnodora 

BRUSSELS: 

A (superior)' . 

£179' 

£99 

•' • - 

The Cascade 

2 

£109. 

£36 


The Vendome 

3 

£119 

£42 


The Bedford 

4 

£125 

£46 . 



printing until Saturday 6 April. Yes¬ 
terday we printed an application form 
for you to complete and attach your 
tokens to. Today we are printing Token 
5; Token 6 will be printed in tomor¬ 
row's Independent. 

How to Book 

Tb book your Eurostar 2 for 1 day 
return trijj to either Paris, Lille or 
Brussels, simply call 0345 660420 (9am 
-5pm Mon-Sun). Your travel arrange¬ 
ments will be checked and the book¬ 
ing price confirmed. You will be 
asked to pay by cheque/credit card to 
European Passenger Services Lim¬ 
ited. If you are paying by cheque you 
will be given details of where to send 
your cheque to. Your four tokens and 
application form should be sent to: 
Independent/Eurostar, PO Box 4AR 
London W1A4AP. 

To book your Short Break to either 
Paris or Brussels, simply select the 
hotel at which you would like to stay, 
then call 01233 646181 (9am - 530pm 
Mon-Fri). Your hotel availability and 
travel arrangements will be checked 
and the booking price confirmed. You 
will be asked to pay by cheque/credit 
card to Swinards. Your four tokens, 
application form and cheques should 
be sent to: Independent/Swinaids UK 
Ltd, 26a Bank Street, Ashford, Kent 
TN23 1BA 

Bookings for both our offers can be 
made from 3 April - 10 May 1996. 
Travel is available from 29 April - 3 
June 1996. Tfenns and Conditions are 
as previously published and are avail¬ 
able upon request 
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Bid costs knock Lloyds Chemists 


MAGNUS GRJMOND 

Lloyds Chemists yesterday 
warned that foe costs and un¬ 
certainties surrounding the twin 
£650m takeover bids for foe 
company will hit this year’s re¬ 
sults. Announcing a dip in half¬ 
way profits, Michael Ward, 
managing director, said the 
full-year results would be 
affected by the costs of the bids, 
likely to amount to less than 
£5m, and uncertainties over 
the outcome. 


Lloyds has lost managers 
and staff in foe Health and 
Beauty chain, foe new name for 
the refurbished and reorien¬ 
tated stores from Lloyds’ trou¬ 
bled Drugstore divisabn. which 
may be targeted for disposal fol¬ 
lowing a takeover. 

The group is likely to have to 
wait until July to discover its 
fate after the offers from Ger¬ 
many's Gebe and UniChem. 
foe rival British chemists chain, 
were kicked into touch by foe 
decision to refer them both to 


foe Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission. 

Pre-tax profits at foe group 
slipped from £26.6m to £25.8m 
in foe six months to December, 
but Mr Wfcrd dismissed sug¬ 
gestions that Lloyds had 
rushed into foe arms of a bid¬ 
der after the group had run out 
of steam. 

The figures were hit by 
higher interest charges, which 
rose from £3.4m to £4.3m, and 
a fl.lm loss on the sale of prop¬ 
erty, up from £200,000 before. 


Losses in foe drugstores tripled 
to £lJ2m. 

Uke-for-like sales in the 
main chemists operations rose 
4 3 per cent. There was sales 
growth in most areas, but Mr 
Ward said competition from 
supermarkets kept over-the- 
counter medicines, represent¬ 
ing 20 per cent of foe business, 
relatively static. The chemists’ 
profits nudged ahead from 
£20.8m to £22m. 

The interim dividend goes up 
from 2.9p to 3. Ip. 
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RAILTRACK 



Share Offer 


REGISTER 
WITH THE 
PERSHING 
SHARE SHOP 
0171 - 345-6345 


If you would like to register for the offer through Pershing 
Securities Share Shop: Either telephone (lines open Mon- 
Fri: 9am to 6pra) foe number above or complete the 
attached coupon, following the instructions below. 


(WS T GB DC POHS; 


I. Using BLOCK CAPITALS, folly complete the coupon below. 

Z Cut out lie coupon and usipg FREEPOST send ii 10 : 

Railtmek Share Shop. Pershing Securities Limited, FREEPOST 
( EDO 5763). London EM 0BR 

3. Registration is only open to individuals, only One registration per person. 

4. To register any person under ft? (under 20 la Jersey) write the foil name of 
the parent, gr and parent or guardian, followed (9 the full initials of the child in 
foe space provided. 

5. Confirmation of your registration will be sent to you. This may include 
literature relating 10 the Share Shop's other services. 

Please note that registering for foe Railtrack share offer does not result in any 
obligation ro apply for share!;, 

tndhidaali who register with, and duly apply through. a Skate Shop m die UK PubBc Offer 
will receive greater preftrma in atbciaion, an a bam be drtennmrd, the* rurmhen of 
the public who da not register kith end apply though a Sbtoe Shop. jf there era tarry 
demand for Shares. 

Tkii registration fitna b iuned tj.and b the retperaiNlax void? of. PERSHING 
SECURITIES LIMITED, which is acting as a Share Shop in relation ut the Roihrade Share 
Offer. A Skirt Shop making tm application for Shares no pm behalf m the Offer wiS be 
acting at par agaa and has no authority fc> art for the Secretary if State for Transport or 
any other person. Stow kill be toll by the Secretory if Slat* in the Offer solely ontke 
hub tf Information autabud in the Prospectus to he tuned In ccmeerien with ike Offer. 
This oarri tiunaa Is approved by PERSHING SECURITIES LIMITED a member of The 
lr**i on Sux) E^dttuigc. LIFFE and Regulated by The Securities and Futures Aminniry. 


I--'--| 

SEND TO: Roil track Share Shop, Pershing Securities limited, 
FREEPOST (EDO 5763). London E14 9BR. 


Title. 


. Forenames. 


Surname. 


Child's Initials. 


Address 


Postcode 

r~|Ifyou 

I—I marks 


.Tel— 


do not want your details 10 be used for any further 
marketing materia) please tick this box, PS. IN. RT 



Graduate 
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Second-liners steal the limelight from blue chips 
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Jhe stock market has become 

UP* for sec oad-liners. 
while blue chips start and 
stutter, supporting shares, as 
represented by the FT-SE 250 
uidex, romp ahead. 

This year it has hit new 
peaks with monotonous regu- 
upstaging the blue-chip 
^dex which has 
Jnfted since stretching to a 
high two months ago. 

. The success of the support- 
pg cast indicates the underly¬ 
ing resilience of the stock 
market and the quality of re¬ 
sults produced in the current 
profits season. 

Second-liners are not so 
slavishly at the mercy of knee- 
jerk reactions to political and 
economic influences and the 
goings on in New York. 

The appeal of 250 shares to 
fund managers was demon¬ 
strated by the performance of 
JD Wetherspoon, the pubs 
group. Its elevation to the 250 
club lifted the shares 45 p to 


929 p where they sell at ap¬ 
proaching 40 times last year's 
earnings. 

Worries about tomoiTow's 
non-farm payroll figures in 
the US helped rein back blue 
chips. At one time Footsie 
was up 7.8 points; it ended 3.4 
lower at 3 , 725 . 1 . 

Last time, the payroll num¬ 
bers sent New York tumbling, 
pulling London lower. With the 
figures, surprisingly, emerg¬ 
ing on Good Friday, London 
will not be able to react until 
Tuesday. The prospect of such 
a long wait is testing sentiment. 

But, at least for the time be¬ 
ing, such influences waft over 
supporting shares and the 250 
index rose 11.2 to 4 , 359 . 9 . At 
the start of February it was 
4 , 12 Sp. 

Thom EMI remained the 
most discussed share in the 
market with the price sinking 
38 p to l, 805 p os the expected 
bid failed to materialise. But 
the relative strength of the 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


shares - still more than 100 p 
above Monday’s close - indi¬ 
cates the deep belief a deal is 
on the horizon. 

The group's failure to make 
any comment is surprising; 
the Stock Exchange should 
have insisted on a statement 
after such an upsurge. 

The market has a host of 
names in the Thom frame 
and a deal before the August 
demerger is still likely. The link 
between Bertelsmann and 
CLT to create Europe's 
biggest broadcaster height¬ 
ened the excitement. 

Attention was directed at 
Pearson with break-up stories 
resurfacing; in busy trading 
the shares rose 25 p to 701 p. 


Reed International put on 18 p 
to l, 144 p; Renters 11 .Sp to 
733 . 5 p and United News & Me¬ 
dia, on figures, a further 2 Ip 
to 666 p. 

As the merger talks dragged 
on BT slipped 4 p 10 371 - 5 p and 
Cable & Wireless edged for¬ 
ward 2 p to 531 p. A deal could 
push BT to 400 p and Cable to 
600 p but if the talks are called 
off BT could retrace to 340 p 
and Cable to 440 p. 

Signs the forecourt petrol 
war could be drawing to a dose 
helped most of the participants. 
With the crude price continu¬ 
ing to gather strength it could 
be argued they had little choice 
but lift prices. 

Hard-pressed independent 


Frost recovered 19 p to 143 p 
and Tesco. ahead of an ex¬ 
pected marketing initiative, 
improved 7 . 5 p to 274 p. Shell 
rose lOp to S 57 p. 

Bass edged ahead 5 p to 
767 p on a not entirely sur¬ 
prising story that it planned to 
buy full control of str ugg ling 
brewer Carlsberg Tetley. 

Allied Domecq, with 50 per 
cent of CT, rose 3 p to 500 p. 

Vodafone improved 2 _ 5 p to 
258 p with NatWest Securities 
signalling a 31 Sp target price 
and Schraders 300 p. 

Argos, the retailer, tumbled 
57 p to 623 p, largely on the back 
of its special dividend. 

Imperial Chemical Indus¬ 
tries, as talk of profit down¬ 
grades swirled, fell 16 p to 894 p 
while Eurotunnel found an¬ 
other new low with a decline 
lp at 63 p. 

Sage, the software group, 
climbed 27 p to 395 p. a peak. 
It is thought to be trading well 
with its French acquisitions 


making significant contribu¬ 
tions. Profits could reach £ 30 m 
against f 22 . 4 m. 

A bullish circular, possibly by 
NatWest, is being prepared, 
suggesting the shares are a buy 
up to 450 p. 

Royal Bank of Scotland re¬ 
treated 7 p to 494 p. It paid 
£ 45 m to Im its stake in Banco 
Santander to 4.29 per cent; the 
Spanish bank has 9.9 per cent 
of Royal Bank. 

Uni tech gained 27 p to 703 p 
as the signalled Siebe offer ap¬ 
peared. Siebe declined by 23 p 
to 674 p. 

Dicom, an image processing 
group, made the expected 
strong AIM d£but, touching 
325 p and closing at 310 p. 
Hurlingham Properties, more 
subdued, traded at 80 p. 

Aegis, the media buyer, im¬ 
proved 2 . 25 p to 50 p as L>S 
group Omnicom placed 75 
million shares through Cazen- 
ove and ABN Amro Hoare 
Govett at 45 . 25 p. 


TAKING STOCK 


□ Energy Capital Invest¬ 
ments, trading at 99p, is set 
to lift profits and dividends, 
believes Greig Middleton, the 
stockbroker, ft expects profits 
this year of £1.25m with a 3p 
dividend and nearly £3m in 
1997 with a 6-5p payout The 
company invests in US oil 
and gas projects without the 
trouble of managing them. It 
bas invested in 13 develop¬ 
ments, selling two at a £3.7m 
profit 

□ Stentor, a start-up tele¬ 
phone business based in 
Dublin, is heading for AIM. 

It intends to take advantage 
of the deregulation of the 
telephone network in Eire. 
The shares should start trad¬ 
ing within a few weeks. 

□ Chelsea Village rose 2p to 
60p. The controlling share¬ 
holder has sold around 5.5 
million shares at up to 58p 
since Monday. 
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Pay-TV in Europe looks ripe for take-off as the giants jockey for advan tage, writes Mathew Horsman 

Deregulation Key to year —~ 

of multi-media frenzy 


Sony: muse recorcfing, ram studio, andetectioafcv; 
value: $22bn . . • . ' ; 


The media markets have hardly 
taken a breather since last 
year’s £l7bn mega-merger 
between Disney and ABC- 
Capital Cities, and the flood¬ 
gates look likely to open even 
wider over the balance of 1996. 

And it is not just broadcast¬ 
ers and entertainment compa¬ 
nies that will drive the frenzy. 
Telecommunications, in the US 
and in Europe, look set to pro¬ 
vide ample excitement, con¬ 
firming that 19% is to be a year 
of multimedia upheaval. 

A tie-up between Cable & 
Wireless still looks likely, while 
Deutsche Telekom is eyeing 
cable operations in the UK. The 
Baby Bells are sniffing at other 
sectors and at each other, with 
at least one more merger in the 
industry likely between now 
and the autumn, according to 
analysts in New York. 

The proximate cause of all 
the excitement is a wave of 
deregulation- in the US and the 
EU particularly. Governments 
are unshackling broadcasters, 
telecoms operators, cable com¬ 
panies and publishers alike, al¬ 
lowing a far greater degree of 
integration to occur. 

But more than deregulation 
is at work. A radical techno¬ 
logical revolution is under way. 
which is helping to break down 
the old distinctions between 
broadcasting and telecommu¬ 
nications - between “content" 
and “carriage". BT is exploring 
ways of delivering video pro¬ 


gramming down the phone line, 
while cable companies are of¬ 
fering telephony and Internet 
connections to the home. 

With the explosion in the 
□umber of distribution plat¬ 
forms, the advantages of own¬ 
ing programming rights are 
becoming more obvious by the 
day. With the advent of digital 
terrestrial, digital satellite and 
cable, there is a growing need 
for entertainment and infor¬ 
mation to fill excess capacity. 

A look at the top media 
companies - Time Warner, 
Sony. News Corporation, Vja- 


starL multi-channel pay televi¬ 
sion, well entrenched in the US, 
is still in an embryonic stage in 
most European countries. 

In fact the pay-TV market is 
likely to drive Europe's media 
markets for the rest of the 
decade, according to analysts. 
Natwest Securities estimates 
growth of 25 per cent a year un¬ 
til the turn of the century, albeit 
from a small base. 

There are an estimated 70 mi~ 
ilion potential pay-TV viewers 
in Europe, a market that makes 
BSkyB's 5 million satellite and 
cable subscribers in the UK look 


By joining farces, broadcasters 
can develop digital TV without 
threatening existing businesses 


com - proves the point. Each 
has developed an impressive sta¬ 
ble of copyright material. 

British companies are gening 
caught up in the excitement. For 
instance. Peaison. the perennial 
favourite for demerger, is again 
in the limelight, as investors bet 
th e company - or a hostile bi ri¬ 
der - will 'look to enhance 
shareholder value by stripping 
out the lucrative television pro¬ 
duction and programming op¬ 
erations and a stellar library. 

But there is still some way to 
go in Europe before the revo¬ 
lution reaches maturity. For a 


paltry, lo develop that business, 
a pan-European alliance, taking 
in all but one of the big pay-TV 
players, is already in place: 
Rupert Murdoch s40percent- 
owned BSkyB. Bertelsmann 
and Canal Plus, the French 
pay-TV' giant. 

This week's announcement 
that Bertelsmann and CLT will 
combine their TV and radio op¬ 
erations gives the alliance even 
greater heft The companies in¬ 
tend to develop digital pay-TV 
services for Germany, the sec¬ 
ond-biggest TV market in the 
world after the US. 


Only Germany's Kirch 
Group remains outside this 
charmed circle of broadcasters 
and industry sources are con¬ 
vinced Leo Kirch, chairman of 
the private company, will have 
no choice but to drop his own 
digital standard and join what 
has become the dominant al¬ 
liance in Germany. 

“He is being coquettish, and 
may lake his time," one senior 
alliance source said. “But the 
Berteismarm-CLT link has 
clearly shaken him, and he is 
looking isolated." 

The sheer weight of the al¬ 
liance may appear to be over¬ 
whelming to Mr Kirch. Between 
them, the five companies con¬ 
trol as many as 25 satellite 
transponders - enough to offer 
perhaps 250 digital channels. 
Kirch Group has promised only 
15 channels for his German dig¬ 
ital service. 

Moreover. Kirch holds only 
25 per cent of Premiere, the pay- 
TV channel majority controlled 
by Canal Plus and Bertels¬ 
mann. Premiere has the rights 
lo German football believed by 
many to be the key driving 
force of pay-TV in Germany, 
just as the Premier League has 
proved to be in the UK. Mr 
Kirch has still not agreed to 
allow BSkyB to take a share in 
Premiere, which the other own¬ 
ers want, but his resolve may be 
weakening in light of the added 
pressures from the Bertels- 
mann-CLT link. 


Time Warner: Turner Film audios, theme paths, books, 
magazines, cal^ networi^ a^ 

channels Concluding altnew GNNJ;': -.. 
Value: $21bn 


Dkney-ASC: film studio, theme peris, TV neurotic, and 
publishing. Value: $17bn . 

Bertelsmann CLG pubfehing, electronic roetSa, music 

recc^ 

‘ stakes in Talk Radio and. the new V 
Channel 5 in the UK.’ - 7 r • . i m 

Value: $14 bn ; 

Viacom: Video rentals, pay-TV, ram studio. 

Value: $14bn / 

News Con*: newspapers, magazines, te rrestria l and pay 
TV, film studio, internet services, and40 per 
- cent of BSkyB. Vahid: $iObn : . )’* 

TCt cable and pay-TV programming, including 50 percept. 
of Ftextech, a leading UK pay-TV channel package*. - . 
Value: $8bn 


I In Brief _——— 

• Phvtophann, the developer of prescription 

valued at about-£6flm when H ioms the stock market later this 
month through a share placing. The pla c in g is likely to raise aowit 
£16mof which all but £lm wSB go (Erectly to the company. Fhy- 
tophann sard the proceeds would be used to promote its prod¬ 
ucts to positions whereby they can generate “significant revenues. 

• Vnnnni plans to cut around 60 jobs or i5 per cent of its work¬ 
force to bring down costs. The cuts will be split between manu¬ 
facturing and administration and are expected to mainly occur 
is the second half. Most redundancies Will be compulsory. Vv- 
mura said it would also spend less on new product development 
and hold bade manufacturing acrivityto reduce stocks. 

• BXCC, the caWcs group, said its construction arm, Balfour Beai- 


The other great advantage of 
the alliance is one that regula¬ 
tors may not much like. By join¬ 
ing forces, the broadcasters can 
develop digital television with¬ 
out threatening their existing 
businesses. 

“The alliance means that the 
nightmare of two or three com¬ 
peting digital systems is reced¬ 
ing." Andrea Kirby, media 
analyst at Daiwa Securities, 
says. “The general feeling is that 
they are better off developing 


Cut-price PEPs 
could make you a 
small fortune. 
But who wants a 
small one? 


You’re going to wish you'd read this ten 
years ago. 

You might have had £27,700 by now. 

Roughly speaking, that’s the return .£6,000 
would have made you if our award-winning 
UK Growth Trust had been available as a 
PEP since 1986, 

We have to admit, of course, that m 

past performance isn’t necessarily a guide 40T 

t0 thc futl,re - EAGLE STAR 

Think how you’d feel, though, if you’d 
invested the same sum into one of the 

cut-price funds which, say, only cracked 0500 600 560 


the Stock Market's leading 100 shares. 

Because then you'd be down £7,500 
since it would have yielded just £20,200. 
More than 35% short of the 362% return 
from the Eagle Star fund. 

Which we feel comfortably justifies our 
charging a little more for an Eagle Star PEP. 

Because after all, a cut-price PEP would 
have set you back a good deal more. 

If you’d like us to send you an 
information pack about Eagle Stars PEP, 
call 0500 600 560 between Sam and 8pm on 
weekdays or 9am and 2pm on Saturdays. 


digital jointly, and oca having lo 
face competition in their exist¬ 
ing markets." 

The huge growth in pay-TV 
inEurc^islikeih'toattractUS 
interest. Given die strict own¬ 
ership rules in the European 
Union, no US company will be 
able to become a broadcaster 
outright. Bat programme sip- 
ply is a wide-open market, and 
one that will attract the likes of 
Disney, Time Warner. Viacom 
and other “content-rich" firms. 


NZ Radio 
stake for 
O’Reilly 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

A consortium backed by Inde¬ 
pendent Newspapers has won 
the bidding for Radio New 
Zealand, the country’s largest 
radio network, oubidding 
GWR, the fast-growing UK re¬ 
gional radio group. 

Independent Newspapers, 
controlled by Tony O’Reilly, wiB 
have a stake of about 15 per 
cent held indirectly through two 
associate companies, New 
Zealand publishing group Wil¬ 
son & Horton and Australian 
Provincial Papers. The consor¬ 
tium bid NZS89m f£4Qm) for 
the network. 

The deal is conditional on the 
settlement of a suit brought by 
the Maori people, who have 
claimed jurisdiction over broad¬ 
casts that traverse their land. , 
The case is expected to be set- ! 
tied soon. 

A disappointed GWR, which 
last month announced a two- 
stage rights issue in pan to pay 
for the New Zealand acquisi¬ 
tion, said yesterday it was can¬ 
celling the secondslage. 

The company said in a state¬ 
ment: “GWR is aware of other 
opportunities in the Aria Pacific 
region that offer good potential 
for growth." 

GWR is going ahead with its 
bid for East Anglian Radio, 
which has the support of the ma¬ 
jority of shareholders. GWR 
had offered £38tn for RNZ 
and said it would go ao higher. 


! and Track Renewals Company on offer by the British Railways 
Board. BB is paying £50m for the companies which in the year 
to March made pre-tax profits of £32m. The businesses oome with 
a number of three- to five-year contracts with Rail track which 
expire between 1999 and 2001. •. • •- 

j •Stakes is making its first casino move outride the UK with the 
l purchase of the International Casino in Gibraltar. It is paying 
i £5j55m in cash for the International, Gibraltar’s only casino, Gibral¬ 
tar’s gambling regime is more relaxed than Britain’s and thc busi¬ 
ness is actively promoted by advertising. Stakis said there was scope 
for improving the International's marketing activities. 

! • Laird. Lbe industrial seals lo plastic components groups remains 
I confident, despite the fact that lower levels of activity at the end 
| of last year have continued into the early pan of 1996. The group 
shrugged off thc subdued second half to produce record pre-tax 
I profits of £66.1 m in the 12 months to December, up from £47.7m 
before. The dividend s being raised 6.2 per cent to 12p. after a 
final of 7 Jp. A £2m loss on the disposal of a business was ex¬ 
actly offect by the contribution from acquisitions. Laird spent £58m 
on adding new businesses last year, mainly the £40m purchase 
of Cego. which has been integrated into the existing building sup¬ 
plies operation. 

• McSecfuue, with interests ranging from engineered plastics 
to metal components, confirmed that it had met more difficult 
trading in the first half to January, but still raised interim prof¬ 
its 7 per cent to £21.6m. Vanni Treves, chairman, said: “For the 
rest of this financial year we expect a reduction in destocking and 
to see further growth from this and previous years’ acquisitions." 
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Wainhomes review 
reassures the City 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

wainhomes attempted yester¬ 
day to draw a line under recent 
financial irregularities at its 
northern subsidiary with the an¬ 
nouncement of the results of a 
review of the housebuilder’s 
management structure and sys¬ 
tems. The market seemed con¬ 
vinced by the findings and the 
shares closed Ip higher at S5p! 

Bill Ainscough, who took 
over as temporary chief execu¬ 
tive following the dismissal of his 
predecessor Ron Smith, said he 
was satisfied that the problems 
were confined to Wamhomes’ 
northern division. But he 
warned that the hit to profits 
caused by falsified invoices and 
valuation irregularities would be 
more than twice the original es¬ 
timate of £2m. 


Ron Smith, who paid for the 
incident with his job, is suing the 
company for wrongful dismissal. 
He has issued a writ cl aiming 
£450,000 to compensate him for 
damage to his personal dignity 
and reputation. 

In order to implement 
changes recommended by the 
review, John Cassidy, formerly 
finance director of Barratt De¬ 
velopments, has been appointed 
group operations director. Pre¬ 
viously a non-executive director 
of Wainhomes, he is replaced in 
that role by Stewart Douglas- 
Manm chairman of corporate fi¬ 
nance at Guinness Mahon and 
and former managing director 
of the Slock Exchange. 

The review was conducted by 
Mr .Ainscough, Mr Cassidy, 
Davis, Langon & Everest, a firm 
of chartered quantity surveyors, 
and KPMG, the auditors. 
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NOTICE ID CUSTOMERS 


NEW INTEREST RATES 


With effect from 1st April 1996 


Loans sanctioned before 26.4.89 


The value ol the PEP. including romwaued income, can fluctuate and is not guaranteed Pact performance and the performance award from Mieropat are wsed on otter to bid prices lor me ten-year period 
ending 1.1.96. Over 5 years, a CS.000 investment m the Eagle Star PEP would have grown to £12.152. These figures have been prepared as it the current PEP rules applied on 1.1,86, An annual 
msnagerrwnl charge ol 1% has been applied to the FTSE Total P.atum Index Past performance is not a guide to (he future.Tj* law Is subject to changes that cannot be foreseen. Eagle Star Direct o an 
introducer to the Eagle Star Marketing Group, members of which are regulated by the Personal investment Authority and iMftO, lor introducing clients tor life assurance, pensions and unit trust business. 


CREDIT ARRANGEMENTS Will BE VARIED ACCORDINaY 

The Listening Bank 

Member HSBC O Gwup 

Midland Bank pic, 27 Poultry, London EC2P 28X. 
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What about those left outside our brave new world? 


T he French have a certain jcne 
wis qum when it comes to flnd- 
jpg phrases for concepts the 
tj^ush language cannot handle One 

2f te * mose “eluded 
from the mainstream of the economy 
“d ^ W .homelessness, S 
plojroent or dead-end jobT 
Most of Britain’s partners in the 
countnes 

were Keen to discuss at this week's 
jote summit in UUe how to ro-include 
the exclus. The British mS 
not, robustly asserting Shi 
k3S? 8UaraDtee soctafeohesion 
° and jobs. 

But theirs is a minority view. 

m its annual report on the UK 
economy, due to be published tltis 
^er, the Organiiuon for Ec^ 
nomic Co-operation and Develop- 
ment will criticise the Govemraenfs 
“JE £ consider policies to re-in- 
tegrate the poor and unemployed and 
its fajlere to halt the increase in in¬ 
equality. The rich countries’ thinb- 
says these are the top priorities 
after near!)' two decades of focusing 
on deregulation of the economy. 

For the Government’s insistence 
that growth in employment is the be- 
ail and end-all of policy ignores the 
subtleties of how labour markets are 
changing in the rich industrial coun¬ 
tries. The British Government tells a 
simple story of an upward trend in un¬ 
employment in Continental Europe 
due to over-regulated economies and 
over-burdensome social security, and 
falling unemployment in the Anglo- 
Saxon countries thanks to deregula¬ 
tion and flexibility. 

The headline unemployment fig¬ 
ures are undeniable but they disguise 
the mix of job losses in low-skill in¬ 
dustries and employment growth in 
high-skill areas. The Anglo-Saxons 
and Japan have enjoyed faster growth 

Foreign Exchange Rates 

Starling , Dollai 



ECONOMIC VIEW 

DIANE COYLE 


of higher-technology industries than 
the Europeans, whether because of 
active policies such as telecoms dereg¬ 
ulation or an initial advantage in tech¬ 
nology-based industries. 

The American delegation to the G7 
summit was particularly keen to em¬ 
phasise this pattern to challenge the 
perception that most of the massive 
million new jobs created since 
President Clinton took office have 
been “McJobs", offering bad pay, 
grim conditions and worse prospects. 
The perception is damaging loan ad¬ 
ministration which has always said 
education and reskilling the workforce 
was at the centre of its economic strat¬ 
egy, and which wants to use the same 
message in this year’s Presidential 
election campaign. 

Joseph Stigli£, chairman of Pres¬ 
ident Clinton's Council of Economic 
Advisers, said up to 5 million of the 
8.4 million jobs fell into high wage 


categories, mostly in the service in¬ 
dustries. Most were full-time and 
most paid wages higher than the 
national average, he added. 

It is not surprising that an admin¬ 
istration official would want to talk 
up these achievements, but the pat¬ 
tern of job creation in America and 
elswherc was the same in the 1980s, 
According to a new OECD study* 
there has been significant jobs growth 
in high-skill sectors in all the big in¬ 
dustrial countries. As the chart shows, 
average annual growth rates in this 
type of employment ranged from 
slightly more than 2 per cent in lLaly 
to more than 3 per cent in Canada. 
Low-skill employment grew much 
more slowly, and fell in fiance and 
Germany. (There are no compara¬ 
ble figures for the UK.) 

At the same Lime, wages for high- 
skill workers have risen while the un¬ 
skilled have seen Lheir incomes fall. 


Canada 

1981-91 

Japan 

1980-90 

United States 
1983-93 

Germany 

1960-90 

France 

1962-90 


High and low skilled jobs 


average annual growth rates, % 
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I Interest Rates 


The laws of supply and demand 
have reflected the change in the types 
of work available and the shortage 
of workers with suitable skills for the 
growing industries. Income inequal¬ 
ity has increased most in the US and 
UK. and least on the Continent. 

The c hange in Britain's inc o me dis¬ 
tribution since the end of the 1970s 
has been dramatic. Inequality has 
grown faster than in any other de¬ 
veloped country except New 
Zealand, according to last year’s 
Rowniree Inquiry into income and 
wealth. Incomes of the poorest tenth 
of the population were the same in 
1992 as in 1979, while those of the 
richest tenth increased by 57 per cent. 
However, spreading inequality is 
common to all the industrial nations. 
The OECD comments: “Overall, 
there is substantial evidence that the 
situation of unskilled workers has de¬ 
teriorated in absolute terms." 

Its report is nevertheless opti¬ 
mistic about the longer-term outlook 
for employment and prosperity. In¬ 
formation technology, by making 
knowledge a commodity that can be 
easily transmitted and traded, has laid 
the foundations for what its re¬ 
searchers call a “knowledge-based 
economy". Building on these should 
deliver faster productivity growth and 
increasing prosperity. 

The OECD cites the multimedia 
industxy as an example of how this 
favourable process can work. Huge 
new demand for its services has 
given rise to significant creation of 
good jobs for skilled workers. The 
conditions for this to happen were in 
place in the US and UK where gov¬ 
ernment policy had fostered com¬ 
petition and encouraged new firms 
to enter the market. 

This is great news for people who 
already have the skills to work in the 







The excluded: People left out of society by virtue of homelessness, unemployment or dead-end 
jobs were on the agenda at the G7 jobs summit Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


new knowledge-based industries. An 
obvious message for government: is 
that they' need to make sure the ed¬ 
ucation system produces more of this 
kind of worker. Education is central 
to a good economic performance. 

More than that, it is an essential 
element in halting the polarisation be¬ 
tween those with the skills needed in 
our knowledge-based economies and 
the exclus. For all the apparent dif¬ 
ferences between the industrial coun¬ 
tries in their success in job creation, 
they are all the same in this respect. 
They have a skilled, well-paid core 
workforce and a periphery of people 
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Money Market Rates 


Other Spot Rates 


Country Sterling Defer Com try Storting 

Argentina 15257 09997 Ngerra 126369 

Austria 158697 104006 Oman 05878 

Brazd 15084 09670 Pakistan 527232 

China 127190 83338 Phipplnes 400475 

Egypt 51968 34066 Portugal 232486 

Finland 70652 40293 Qatar 55559 

Ghana 240571 87700 Russia M4938 

Greece 367540 310820 South Atnca 62W7 

India 521079 341500 Tarwan 415676 

Kuwait 04571 02995 UAE 56054 

Forward rates quoted hgh to low are at a dtecouni: sUXracl from spot rate 
rate quoted low to high are at a premium: add to spot rate 

'Ooter rates quoted as reciprocals 
For the latest foreign recharge rates cal 0B9i '23 3033. 

Calls cost 36p per minute {cheap rale) 48p other tries. 
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Tourist Rates 
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who are trapped with low incomes 
and dim prospects. 

People in this periphery might be 
unemployed, holding a badly-paid 
unskilled or part-time job. working 
mainly in the underground economy 
(also badly paid and low-skill) or in¬ 
volved in enme. The mix differs - for 
example, the Americans have more 
criminals and fewer unemployed. 
Britain's underground economy has ac¬ 
counted for a sizeable 10-12 per cent 
of GDP since the mid-1980s, and needs 
to be seen as another facet of the un¬ 
employment problem. But the general 
picture is the same across countries. 

I Industrial Metals 
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Recognition of this common prob¬ 
lem lay behind the summit’s emphasis 
on social cohesion. The ministers in 
Lille were unanimous in accepting the 
need to embrace the opportunities 
presented by the tidal wave of tech¬ 
nical change and increased compe¬ 
tition. Most were optimistic about the 
resulting employment prospects. But 
the British Government was alone in 
refusing to admit that those exclud¬ 
ed by this process could not be 
ignored for another 10 or 20 years. 

technology. Producth'ity and Job 
Creation, OECD, April 1996. 
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Sport __ ■■ — 

Remarkably, Eric Cantona almost represents the threadbare 
notion that sport can still be synonymous with sportsmanshi[ 


A view held stroagfy by members of 
the football writing fraternity in Eng¬ 
land is that when voting annually for 
player of the year we are more likely 
to come up with the right man than 
the players themselves. 

While conceding technical dis¬ 
advantages, a critical difference, I 
think, is in timing. With the major 
issues still to be resolved the players 
have already chosen Les Ferdi¬ 
nand, of Newcastle United. 

Thfc does not necessarily indicate 
loose thinking on their part but on 
announcement last month at the 
Professional FbofhaQeis’ Association 
dinn er, Ferdinand was experiencing 
a slump is form and Newcastle’s 
charge at their first major cham¬ 
pionship since 1927 had faltered. 


Football writ ere, in some moods, 
like to deprecate the importance of 
the PFA award as irrefutable proof 
of accomplishment, although it is 
naturally impossible to deprecate 
anything without mentioning it- An 
admission personally is that we do 
not wish it to obscure what founding 
members of the fraternity put for¬ 
ward as a singular honour. * 

One reason some consider it su¬ 
perior is the citation, “By precept 
and example*, which serves to rule 
out imme diately anyone who does 
□ot conform to the laudable prin¬ 
ciples of fair play and gentlemanly 
conduct A personal position on this 
is influenced by the quite ludicrous 


best behaved footballers to avoid a 
caution. 

The citation caused turbulence in 
1963 when Denis Law, of Man¬ 
chester United, who. surprisingly 
you may think, never won the foot¬ 
ball writers’ award, was unques¬ 
tionably the most effective and 
exciting force in the English First 
Division. He would have walked 
away with the honour that year but 
for being sent off along with Aree- 
nafs Ian Ure, and suspended. In¬ 
stead, the vote went to Stanley 
Matthews, then in his 50th year, for 
inspiring Stoke City to the Second 
Division championship. 

A disappointment used to be 
that, in voting, many football writ¬ 
ers could not see past the FA Cup 



final captains, one of whom had a 
reputation in the game for vicious¬ 
ness. They were not ail bad choic¬ 
es by any means, but it is to the 
award's discredit that notables such 
as Johnny Haynes and John Charles 


and Dave .Maricay onfy shared it 

As the time again approaches 
there are ho doubts in zny mind. I 
shall cast a vote for Eric Cantona 
who has redeemed himself fully this 
season. No individual so far has ex¬ 
erted greater influence on pro¬ 
ceedings in the Premiership or 
conformed better to the citation he 
insulted last year in a moment of 
madness at Selhurst ftric that led to 
police proceedings and months of 
suspension. 

The irony is as ovenvbehniqg as 
the transformation in Cantona has 
been astonishing. Since returning to 
the Manchester United team last 
autumn the Frenchman has been a 
model professional, never once 


meat while playing a huge part m 

. _._ .* _ » _ - — - - 


the Prenrien&ip- 
DotrfaJeffl, time are those who. 
fed Cantona is beyond fojqpw-' 
ness, that to make him footballerof 


Robbie FtowWidfiiwapooi, for Fe¬ 
ta Beardsley, ^Newcastle. A vote 
for antaber foreign, Ruud Gullit, 
would be a vbte. for dignity and 
intelligence. 

- What was at fhc. back of my 


two years ago) would mailt the 
memory of such notable past win- 
nas as Danny Btanchflower, Bobby 
Moore, My Wright and Joe 
Mercer. b> 

My own feeling, which nobody is 
required to share, is that Cantona 
tfimA out above afl other con¬ 
tenders. A case can be made for 
Manchester United’s brilliant Dan- 
ish goalkeeper, Peter ScfameidieL for 


cm this theme, was not the all- 
round excellence of Cantqna’s con¬ 
tribution (o M anchester Uatted’s 
cause this season, the gnat goals he 
has recently scored, but the number 
of times he has been seen walking 
away from trouble. . 

Remarkably, in a curious way, 
Cantona, the villain of .a year ago, 


bon tint sport can still be synony¬ 
mous with what we used to caK 
sportsmanship. 


FOOTBALL’S FINAL FRONTIER: Two years after the World Cup, a professional league is finally preparing to lift off in the USA. 
Rupert Metealf blows the whistle on MLS, and Rupert Cornwell, in Washington, looks at how one new club is finding its tans 


American 
revolution 
kicks off 


T his Saturday, almost two 
years after the last penal¬ 
ty was missed in the 1994 
World Cup, the United Slates 
of America launches a profes¬ 
sional. nationwide soccer 
league, it has been a long wail: 
when FIfa. the sport's world gov¬ 
erning body, awarded the World 
Cup to the USA in 1990 it was 
on the understanding that the 
tournament would act as a cat¬ 
alyst for the establishment of a 
national league. 

Why has it taken so long, and 
will if be worth the wait? The 
first question is easier to answer 
than the second: it has taken the 
United States Soccer Federa¬ 
tion several years to assemble 
sufficient investors of the right 
calibre. Major League Soccer. 
the competition's official name, 
might have had a better chance 
of long-term popularity if it had 
launched in the wake of USA V4 
but, as its chairman. Alan 
Rothenberg, admitted: “We just 
weren’t ready.” 

Then, MLS could have 
jumped cm the football band¬ 
wagon boosted by the World 
Cup media blitz, and taken ad¬ 
vantage of the gap in the na¬ 
tion's sporting calendar caused 
by the baseball strike. Now, 
MLS will have to compete with 
a full baseball season, the NBA 
and NHL play-offs - and the At¬ 
lanta Olympic Games. Howev¬ 
er, kicking off MLS without the 
right funding would have been 
too risky. The USSF was de¬ 
termined to avoid the mistakes 
made by the North American 
Soccer League, which started in 
1968 and was big business in the 
mid-70$ but died a slow death 
in 1984, brought down by ever- 
dwindling crowds and ever- 
overspending owners. 

Investors such as the oD baron 
Lamar Hunt (Columbus Crew 
and Kansas City WizJ and the 
publisher John Kluge (New 
York/New Jersey MetroStars) 
operate one or more te ams - but 
do not own them. MLS, which 
describes itself as a “single-en¬ 
tity” league, owns all player 
contracts, operates a salary cap 
<SU3m (£750,0001 for each 
club's squad of 18 players) and 
has assigned four top players to 
each of the 10 clubs and or¬ 
ganised a draft to distribute 
the rest of the players. 

The more revenue a team 
brings in, the greater the return 
for its investors - but they will 
not be allowed to spend exces¬ 
sively in order to bludgeon ri¬ 
vals out of business. The salary 
cap means that most of the play¬ 
ers have come from the colleges 
or are third-world journeymen 
pros signed up at the minimum 
salary of just under $30,000 
(£20,000). For the 61ite few, 
though, the rewards are far 
greater - with more than a lit¬ 
tle help from the sponsors. 
“It's six figures for the stars. 


J 


and that's not including en¬ 
dorsements,” Ron Newman, 
the Kansas City Wiz coach, 
said. 

“They’re making millions: 
big, powerful money. We 
haven't seen this type of mon¬ 
ey in soccer in many years.” 

Unfortunately for the view¬ 
ing public, the stars are not that 
bright Roberto Donadom, once 
of Milan and Italy but now the 
main man with NY/NJ Met¬ 
roStars, is probably the most 
prestigious capture MLS has 
made. Other World Cup per¬ 
formers include Jorge Cam¬ 
pos, the flamboyant Mexican 
goalkeeper, at Los Angeles 
GaJaxy, Colombia's Carlos Val- 
derrama at Tampa Bay Mutiny 
and America's own Aleri Lalas 
at New England Revolution. 

Some have come from Eng¬ 
land; Frank YaUop, the Canadian 
full-back, has joined Tampa Bay 
after many years with Ipswich 
while Adrian Paz, a Uruguayan 
who was briefly his team-mate 
at Portman Road, is at Colum¬ 
bus Crew. Ian Butterworth, the 
former Norwich defender, and 
the much-travelled Roy Wegerle 
have joined Colorado Rapids. 
The Serbian midfielder Predrag 
Radosavljevic, once of Everton 
and Portsmouth, has turned up 
at Kansas City We. Among the 
coaches are Ireland’s Flank Sta¬ 
pleton at New England and Ed¬ 
die Firmani, once the manager 
of Chariton, at NY/NJ Metro- 
Stare. 

The season starts on Satur¬ 
day when Washington DC Unit¬ 
ed travel to San Jose Qasb (who 
are coached by Laurie Cal¬ 
loway, a former Rochdale full¬ 
back) and concludes with a 
championship game on 20 Oc¬ 
tober, which wD be televised live 
nationwide by ABC. Before 
then, the teams (five in the 
Western Conference and five in 
the Eastern) will play 32 games 
each. Many of the stadiums will 
be familiar from USA *94 but, 
to avoid embarrassing pictures 
of blocks of empty seats, will 
have sections closed and 
screened off. The Giants Sta¬ 
dium, once filled by the Cosmos, 
can hold 77,000 but its MLS ca¬ 
pacity is under 27,000. 

It remains to be seen if the 
whole package can tempt the 
great American public away 
from their baseball matches on 
television and into the stadiums. 
Soccer is the nation’s No 2 
participation sport, behind only 
basketball, but turning all those 
youngsters who play the game 
on college fields mto spectators 
is a big challenge. 

It has been tried before, and 
it has only worked at big events 
like the World Cup and the Los 
Angeles Olympics. This - trying 
to persuade punters to turn out 
on a Thursday night at Colum¬ 
bus Crew or Dallas Burn - is a 
very different ball game. 






Hearts and minds: A salary cap is being imposed to help develop domestic footballing talent, such as these young MSL trialists in Fairfax, Virginia Photograph: Allsport 

‘Give it five years and the roots will be down’ 


It happened maybe 
18 years ago but for 
Ricardo Parra, pre¬ 
sent that day to 
watch the Washing¬ 
ton Diplomats in 
RFK Stadium, it is like a film djp 
in his mind. “Over there, out in 
the far right corner, Johan 
Cruyffwas bored in by three de¬ 
fenders. Then he dropped his 
shoulder, feinted one way, un¬ 
balanced them and flicked the 
ball over them and broke tree. 
Fantastic, TTJ never forget it.” 

Fast forward to a cool, cloudy 
Saturday afternoon in the late 
March of 1996. The Colom¬ 
bian-born Kara, 25 years a res¬ 
ident of the United States, is back 
in RFK, only this time with his 
wife and two sons. The Diplo¬ 
mats are long gone, vanished in 
the collapse more than a decade 
ago of the North American Soc¬ 
cer League, the last time that 
what the rest of the world calls 
footbaflvainty attempted to con¬ 
quer the sport’s last frontier. But, 
once again, a beady pioneering 
feel is in the air. Tins is “Meet 
The Players Day” for Washing¬ 
ton's new team, DC United, lo¬ 
cal member of the NASUs 
re-incarnation. Major League 
Soccer, and maybe 800 fans 
have turned up to do preefcety 
that 

There was alas no modem 
Cruyff among the 15 players sign¬ 
ing photos, team logos and foot¬ 
balls, chatting to a thick queue 
of supporters crawling past the 
tables where they sat But some 
pretty decent footballers were on 
show - like John Harkes, mid¬ 


fielder for the US national team 
and the first American to play in 
the FA Cup final, the Bolivian 
striker Marco Etcheveny, who 
was voted second best South 
American player in 1993 behind 
Carlos \folderraina of Colombia, 
and Eteheveoy's compatriot and 
fell cw international, Juan Berlhy 
Suarez. 

The occasion was weird, a tiny 
comer of razzmatazz in a cav¬ 
ernous, otherwise completely 
empty stadium that can hold 
56,000. More than half the devo¬ 
tees were Hispanic, and when the 
players were presented, running 
out one-by-one from the dug- 
outs like baseball players at the 
All-Star game, the introductions 
were made in both English and 
Sp anish. The biggest cheer went 
to Etcheveny, an idol for the 
80,000 Bolivians who live in the 
metropolitan Washington area 
and who was met in person at the 
airport by the Bolivian ambas¬ 


sador when he flew in on 26 Feb¬ 
ruary. But more than hero wor¬ 
ship was responsible for the 
celebrations. This time there 
W3S hope—alnxjsl tangible hope 
-that what in these parts is called 
soccer is at last poised to take off 
for good. To understand why, 
look no further than the Parra 
family. 

Back in the late 1970, be was 
a foreign immigrant, for whom 
the great Dutchman was a re¬ 
minder of a sporting passion per¬ 
force unrequited. Now he is 
back with an American wife, 
Jane, a keen fan, and - more im¬ 
portant-15 and 11-year old sons 
who not only have inherited 
their fathers love of the game, 
but who play it at school and lo¬ 
cal leagues, week in week out 

The Parras are big-time in¬ 
vestors in DC United; no less 
than eight season tickets for 
the 16 home games on the 
schedule; all S18 (£12) “premi¬ 


um” seats above the half-way 
line. “We’ll get the family down 
from New Jersey,” Ricardo ex¬ 
plains. Jane, too, was sure the in¬ 
vestment will pay off. “Lots of 
kids are playing the game, in the 
city and in the suburbs too, 
starting from kindergarten. 
Gradually soccer will become 
part of their lives, part of the cul¬ 
ture.” 

The optimism is shared by BiB 
Bradley, DC United’s deputy 
manager, who also coaches the 
US Under-23 team for the At¬ 
lanta Olympics. “There’s a huge 
difference now,” he explains. 
"The NASL had no domestic 
base, of children and others who 
had grown up wife the game. Ob¬ 
viously we can’t expect to start 
at the level of the (English] Pre¬ 
mier League. But this time MSL 
has made all the right moves. 
Give it five years and the roots 
will be down.” 

Preparations have gathered 


speed for the opening day this 
Saturday when DC United take 
on San Jcse Clash in California, 
and for the home kick-off at 
RFKon 20 April against Los An¬ 
geles Galaxy. There are special 
ticket packages, posters around 
town snowing the team’s logo of 
a black eagle on a red back¬ 
ground with the words “DC 
United, The Tradition Begins" 
- even a special fan club, the 
Screaming Eagles 113th 
Brigade. 

Confined to section 113, this 
will a very pale North American 
equivalent of the North Bank or 
the Kop. “A constant source of 
songs, cheers and encourage¬ 
ment,' 7 says the Screaming Ea¬ 
gles’ first newsletter with a 
naivete endearing to hooligan- 
ravished European ears, promis¬ 
ing such all-American delights to 
members as pre-match tailgate 
parties. 

But even DC United, ar- 
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guably the strongest of the 10 
MSL teams and with a natural 
fan catchment of Hispanics and 
other football-reared foreigners 
working in the US capital, is 
hardly a marketing man’s dream. 
Despite the heroics of the Par¬ 
ras, only 4,000 season tickets 
have been sold, and average 
crowds are expected to be only 
between 10,000 and 15,000 a 
game, leaving forbidding ex¬ 
panses of empty seals. tried 
to find 30,000 to 35,000 sealer 
stadiums," Beau Wright, the 
team's PR chief, explains, “but 
the only ones around are college 
arenas in middle-sized towns that 
aren’t large enough TV mar¬ 
kets.” 

Television, of course, is cruriaL 
Buoyed by the commercial suc¬ 
cess of the 1994 World Cup here, 
the ESPN cable channel is show¬ 
ing 38 live games during the sea¬ 
son, including DC's opener. 
But, as the NASL found, TV is 
a fickle god. Thre, shoot-outs will 
see there are no draws, pre¬ 
sumed anathema to US sports 
fans. Each team, however, is bo¬ 
lted to S 1.13m (£750,000) in to 
tal salaries, harcfly enough to lure 
the very best Even Etcheveny's 
reported wage of $200,000 
(£130,000) is small beer by the 
top European standards. 

Nothing, though, could spoil 
the fun last Saturday at RFK. 
“Fm dying to come back,” says 
Harkes, who flew back from 
London last week after six years 
with Sheffield Wednesday, Der¬ 
by County and West Ham. “I'm 
not fully fit right now, but I'll be 
ready for 6 April -1 can't wait” 


Edwards launches record challenge Lewis’ promoter not interested in Bruno 


Sailing _ 

STUART ALEXANDER 

Tracy Edwards is to make a 
comeback to round-the-world 
yachting with an attempt on Sir 
Peter Blake and Sir Robin 
Knax-Johnston's speed record 
of 74 days 22hr 17min and 
22sec. 

Sbe will make the attempt in 
the same boat, having bought 
the 92ft catamaran Enza in 
which Knox-Johnston and Blake 
set the record in in 1994, 

The 33-ycar old, who skip¬ 


pered Maiden in the 1989-90 
Whitbread Race, returns to the 
all-woman crew formula which 
made her famous and hopes to 
slice nearly two days off the 
record with a time of 73 days. 

She expects to race with a 
crew of nine, as did Blake and 
Knox-Johnston. “It’s not a 
strength thing,'’ she said. “It’s 
more a question of concentra¬ 
tion and knowing how to han¬ 
dle the boat We’ll be testing 
that and if we find we need 
more then we will take more.” 

Testing will begin at the end 


of May after the boat has been 
shipped from San Diego to 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida. Ed¬ 
wards will the skipper if across 
the Atlantic to a refit in Ham- 
ble, Hampshire. Helping her as 
project manager will be Ed 
Danby, a leading member of the 
1994 record-Tjreaking crew. 

Edwards, who now lives in 
the Gower Peninsula, has ne¬ 
gotiated, with a group of private 
backers, a keen price for the 
yacht, which she sailed in San 
Diego harbour. “It's just unre¬ 
al,’’ she said. “It just changes 


your way of thinking about sail¬ 
ing. She's so responsive, so 
practical, so amazing" 

Some of the old Maiden 
crew will be back, including Jo 
Gooding, and “a couple more 
we’ve contacted but who 
haven’t told their husbands 
yet" But as well as continuing 
a search for sponsorship to 
fund the record attempt, Ed¬ 
wards is hoping to attract new 
blood for the Jules Verne fro- 
pby project “They need some 
experience, and to be young and 
strong," she says. 


Boxing 


A second clash with Frank 
Bruno if he decides to fight on 
would find no place on the 
agenda of Lennox Lewis. Banos 
EKades, Lewis' promoter, said 
yesterday: "It does not interest 
me. What interests me is Lewis- 
Mike Tyson and Lewis-Riddick 
Bowe. Lennox does not want 
Bruno. Bruno’s a no-win situa¬ 
tion- there would be no credit 
in Lewis fighting him again. 

"Look at the way Bruno's 


treated Lennox, and the way. 
Lennox treated Bruno when he 
fought him in 1993. The World 
Boxing Council ruled Bruno 
should fight Lewis, but he 
turned his back on him. Why 
should Lewis give Bruno the 
chance to participate in an¬ 
other championship Eight? 

“We want to make sure we 
get Tyson as the WBC belt is im¬ 
portant. I don’t think Bruno de¬ 
serves another chance. That 
doesn't make sense, although 
fin a n cially h would obviously be 
a good fight over here.” 


Lewis-Bruno n would, in 
any event, be a long way down 
the road - and Lewis has the 
nane-too-easy task of getting his 
hands back on the WBC title 
belt 

Meanwhile, Eliades has re¬ 
ceived a letter from the WBC 
reassuring Lewis of a fight for 
the title he used to hold in 
September. 

Last month, a New Jersey 
judge, Amos Saunders, decreed 
the WBC could not sanction an* 
other heavyweight title fight 
unless Lewis is involved. 


Lewis makes his next ap 
pearance on 10 May against Ra> 
Mercer, the former World Box 
mg Organisation champion, a 
Madison Square Garden. 

“I just want my title back,’ 
Lewis said. “It will make mt 
work harder for 10 May know, 
ingthe next fight is mine. I be 
Ueve the British public art 
behind me 1 10 per cent” 
“Nothing's for sure and i 
never put my eggs in one bas¬ 
ket I lust want to keep busy, eel 
my title back and show I'm the 
best heavyweight out there." 
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nship Fitzgerald still ballistic as 
| the jumping season fades 






GREG WOOD 

reports from Ascot " ’ 

A diaip breeze meant that it felt 
a Uttle unlikely, but if you stood 
m the betung ring and looked 
out towards Swinley Bottom 
there it was. A heat haze -faint,’ 
but unmistakeable, and the lat¬ 
est sign that very soon the 
names on the hookies’ boards 
will be unfamiliar, and in many 
cases unpronounceable. 

National Hunt racing no long 
stops for the summer, but its 
state of near torpor is fast ap¬ 
proaching. Yesterday’s meeting 
was run id an .end-of-term at¬ 
mosphere which extended even 
to some of the gatemen, one or 
two of whom were actually 
seen to smile at racegoers. 

Only the jockeys, many of 
whom have now been at it six 
days a week for nine months or 
more, went about their business 
with the usual application, and 
none more so than Mick 
Fitzgerald. Four days after win¬ 
ning the Grand National on 
Rough Quest, Fitzgerald won 


the novice chase on Go Ballis- 
tic, a quirky character who none 
the less started favourite at 9-4 
R was a epical Fitzgerald p&i 
fonnance, as the jockey bided 
ms time, sat tight and gave his 
mount time to recover after a 
mistake three fences out, and 
then swiftly settled the issue be¬ 
tween the last two. True pro- 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAPtSwino 
(Musselburgh 230 ) 

NB: Schamhorst 

(Lingfield 3L30) 

fessional that he is, though, an 
hour later his thoughts were 
more of the fall from Plunder 
Bay, again at the third-last, 
winch probably cost him victo¬ 
ry in the day's richest race, the 
Daily Telegraph Novice Hand¬ 
icap Chase, for Nick Hender¬ 
son. the trainer who retains him. 

“1 didn’t see the finish, but J 
was travelling so well that I 
thought Td nearly have won," 
he said, and Plunder Bay, who 
was making his chasing debut 


yesterday, is one to watch out 
for with particular diligence. 

With a winner a day since Sat¬ 
urday, there is clearly no dan¬ 
ger that either big-race success 
or the back-end atmosphere 
might persuade Fitzgerald to 
ease hims elf gently into the 
summer. “I scrubbed around in 
a lot of places for rides early 
on,” he said, “and it's made me 
realise that the success I'm 
achieving now is down to that 
When you’ve struggled for so 
long, you appreciate the success 
a lot more, but at the same lime 
you still have enough realism to 
know that you've got to go to the 
small meetings too.” 

“The Grand National stands 
out as the best moment so far, 
but each winner I ride gives me 
a buzz and it’s that buzz which 
keep you going. .Even if you're 
feeling tired at the end of a long 
week when you've had a few 
falls, just one winner is enough 
lo cancel out all the rest of it. 
The feeling in the weighing 
room always changes a little af¬ 
ter Aintree, but I set myself a tar¬ 
get of SO winners this season and 


„ _ HYPERION 

2J0 Murheb a in Wjsam 

J40 Domettes 4.40 Deeply Vale 

3UX> Victoria’s Secret 5.10 Paoaha 

3L40 ESKIMO NEL (nap) 

G** “OtP- STALL& DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

msW-hRiKl, undulating cmirae, win, a Btndjjht mile. Ruivln of 250yds. 

0f f? y o!T A6 - Lej . cesuar =m- ADMISSION: Club 512; Tar- 
t ^? n !^ nled undcf - 1 *» frwl. Free racecards. CAR PARK: 
free. Silver Ring Cor Plarlc - 5.12 admits car and four occupants. 


H LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: R Hannon — £8 winners from 167 niiuun 
gives n succes* raua of 16.8% and a proto lob SI level stake of 527.75; J Dunlop — 20 
wmruas, 10b runner*, l&Rfc. -W.5S; H Ceril - IS winners. 68 runners, 26.1%, +55.70; 
J Gooden — 13 winners, 67 runners, 19.-1%, -520.51. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: L Dettori — 33 winners, 157 rides, 21%, +512-33; Pat Ed¬ 
dery — 23 winners, 131 ndes, W Cartoo— 19 winners, 116 rides. 10.4%, 

-541 ^6; M Roberts— 16 winners, 112 rides, HJFte, -53420. 

BLINKERED FOR THE FIRST TIME: Tnrgeaev&World E mi eiM 13.10); Rodhvflhr Pike 
fvtsored) (4.40.1. 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAYS: Eskimo NeJ i 3.40 jwmi at Beverley on Satunby- 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Super Hero (4.401. Remember Star (5.10) & Silver Bar- 
row (2.401 have been sent 204 miles by A Newcomb? Iron Humshaw, Devon. 

O ml BESCABYMAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5400 added 3YD 
lm Penalty Value £4459 

1 CWENSIS ISted* Mohammed) L Cuns*U90_,0Ubto*3 

2 FMKY MAN (Mis Jan Hooper) J Fantime 90_DHmnsoaS 

3 2- GLENPARKER[lfrl}(An0KDuweePfclHCecd 90_DnririMll 

4 0- JOHN-T (246) (Dr J A E Hobby) J DwVOp 90-SWUmtti 

5 LAZAU (USA) (Mafcnxm A1 UsteumJ E Dutop90_RHBiS 

6 02- MURHEB(223) (Ahmed«Sfwt*) RArrrHro*30_HPrice6 

7 NORTH SONG 0 GoatenJ J Go60en 9 0-LDettwflO 

8 60 ONUf(USA)03](RHannon)RHamn90_RMwnS 

9 QlflETARCH [RMCy»)CCyzef90-DH«i2 

10 32023- RBMAflDT (192) (R E 5an$rer) P Ctappie-Hyam 9 0_( Raid 13 

11 3- ROYALCANASXA (182) [Mir, June M Srfion) D Loder90-RMtfMatt 

12 03- TMMIEK (USA) (163) (Hamdan Al Makaunj D Morin 9 0-WCnon 1 

13 5- PffliSH WKXAV (174 )IA E GppenheniM) G Magg 6 9 - 

-13 declared- 

BETTING: 5-2 Royal P—°du , 10030 RaManlt, 4-1 Mwtieb, 54 PoSsfa WUm, $-1 Tawi»fak,7-1 
North Soaft 12-1 Oofr, 16-1 CMnensts, FbmOy Hn 20-1 oB*rs 
1995: Daunt 3 9 0 L Denon 7-2 (1 Gosdwi) 12 ran 


FORM GUIDE 

John Gosden had mated fortunes in the dhnsitxis of this last year-Daunt n»o runs as a Ju¬ 
venile) winning with newcomer Heboob Afchemaaf fitushrng a dose fourth. H» newoomerto- 
tiay. North Song. « a son of Ansnan.wtwGosden trained u> wm four races^ut the arwissr 

message from Newmarket is for ROYAL CANASKA DavW Loders first urf runner of the sea¬ 
son and easy to bach on hts only jiaremie start at Yarmouth where he ran green when hit¬ 
ting the front and tftird to Mawjud.GertTWraggwon w«h First island at the opening Doncaster 
meeting so Poftefc widow should be forward enough after a pteasngJmrenJe introAJcbon 
when fifth of 21 to Projection at Newmarket m October. Selection: ROYAL CANASKA 

\ <y Af ft BU-ESDON SELLWG STAKES (CLASS G) (DIVI) £2^00 added 

7f Penalty Value £2^77 

1 «4043 f*STB0U)(34) (D)(hDSemw JWVenon 7 912- 

2 3166-66 OCEHONE(2)(C)(D)ltkCWAsnpotel JLHSTO69 7-GWBJIS 

3 055444 EASTIOGH(6) (D] U L Blg» RHafcenesd 797 .... _ XDiAWll 

4 »460a F0RG0TT3IDANCER (411) WraA VCappwwi)RhgamS9 r-DtrShi>«S2 

5 451130- PROUD MAGE (222) (D) d FuSO A Jar«4 9 -- rr—' _I 

6 002560- CHJARDANCBlC231)(RJHodffS)RfW^4 92-S Drama W 5 

7 £*02000- CtaeSCHAMPS PM) WWEfcr hyt M 2! —^-£ *g*g ! 

6 COO-365 IA DAMA (USA) W (MISS An^ta SennM) A MRuunl 492- 

9 5000- UZAPET(642)(SRGem)P?-- 

HI 40- COOLCAPHt PB3j tKGNVW AFqwp 3_ 8 J - - 

11 251-605 DOMEHES(33)CTInWOlT^ 8 7- 

12 443363- SBXat NARROW (17V M A 387 -- R McCJ*o $3) 6 

-12 declared - 

KTTWt 3-1 Sdver Harrow, 4-1 Proud 

10-1 Dearer®, 1M Forgotten Dancer, Cwter Oancw. 16-1 aedesdamp*, Urapw. 20-1 Cant C«p« 
1995: Roseate loo# 9 B 7 T lt*s 10-1 IK Burt*) 17 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

MftEROdE won here m October aftw a outc* rsappearancar^beaong 18 rVats m a 

X skns toh «»d after his fifth to Maple Bay at Nomm^wn on Tuesday. Ha 
handicap.so “J® .sejisrover a mile at NotnnrfiamandtWssasrcrinfisew- 

gSmiMD tort and wpt fining the 
enfudong^Dmra^-™^, w southweirB sand m January. He has 

ORra , tl J^Sf and orob^fSni the mile too far at Soutfwen last time 

mainly bean in better races since aru oraum** Yainrtlnrr CICERONE 

when third to CSNW James Gin 


o ml KINGFISHER HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,200 added 
^) lm 3» IftSyris Prwiatty Vabw qaw 

1 23S6GA) TtftflBffiV (62) (D) (X*i Bnngrt Tonrnw R Baarnan 7 ID 0_E Barthim 15) IE 

2 026352- PSMWE tMNO (41Q (C W Motley) 5 Dow 4 913_TQi4ni8 

3 QI440GP- RBAK(UQU Pwd Abed 1 LHare49 U-GDoflsklU 

4 600226 BURUON (J54) (BS Honan C Snwh 4 910_C Rutter 6 

5 323050- BRAIDONRWST(ISO)(MilJ ennyMfffiour'elCDreae4 99-.WRyHl 

6 44)4142 QREHIMCH AGAM (8) (C9 (J liMnpin^s Tuff AocounBKS) LSI) T Mb 498_I Retd 4 

7 020047 WESIBMDHMSiy|9U9fCQ)(MFKeflb5ftlSMeOfrl097_RPertreall 

S 514402- CtBURNELNEWS(173)(CQ)ITaigeilteorg)A5tieeter69S_CTMWan22 

9 023004 VKHORtATSSECRET(7 )(MqV ictoriaTuctennan] UCfcmnon4 9 5_RM4hw5 

ID 1555QO tIVOHID EXPRSS (271] IWort] Express UnWed) B MAnoi 6 95-5Drane(3)lD 

11 MOO-21 HAYAYAlOAAH(14) (W l*lan G CraododO N BaObage 4 g 4-R Ptreecb (7) 20 

12 131526 CUANGO (IA) (CIt) (BF) IBaojdw Stud ltd) R HaUnshead 5 9 4-LDeUnriU 

13 0000041 R0CK0ROW»(14}(E*kKo)jPeBce4 93-£BanteeB9 

14 664560 TNHlSHOOT(52)10(D)(CVUnas4ItowftwherajDThom993-IMU 

15 06050- BaiASB)ONA(187J(ERera0 La0yH»nes4g2_A CM2 

16 413050 BRAVE SPY (19) (R M Cyiar) C Qcor 5 8 13 _ DB^pn 

17 023003- UNAHIBIAH(167) ttAtatmer Ufl Dane * Bant Hire) E Atstcn 589_KFWon7 

13 000)0- ROYRACE (MBUInra* Evans! W Breboume 4 8 7_0 OrfftWu (S) 17 

19 I023KO- RAX QUWSt (190) (D) IfWiad PmVb) Mr B Vftrlnfi 118 5_IF Egan IS 

20 4130-50 FIPS DREAM WIPE Ann) M Ryan 583_WCamalfi 

21 1103000- SHY PADDY (255) (DanEtuy Racng SQUes) K Cuinm0iani-6nM>i 4 8 2_RMM19 

22 SZm MMEStSSP£QM.(52S)(D)pPEnQneem&RSEmfpB 7 U-CAiterrn»6)3 

- 22 declared- 

BEIIBIG: 6-1 CiaangD, 1M World Express, 7-1 Haya Ya KefMi, B-l Vtetorbr* Secret, 10-1 Greeo- 
wkb Agate, CSbwnal Nam, 12-1 Rack Greqi, Brreckn FmU, Up 1 * Dreae^ 14-1 Ibigmu.Tknab 
Merab, FabBBon, Tfeer SbooL Shy Paddy, Ifldak, 20-1 otbere 
1995: CMwnel News 5 811P Brinson 20-1 (A l Forbes) 19 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Ctrengo is wen handicapped on fus all-weather Eqtitracic wins and has been n better races 
then this ewer the yews. His be» ibrm on turf has been shown with some dig in the ground 
and Ranine Denon takes orer after &ome decora rims with apprentices -the latest on a re¬ 
turn to turf at Doncaster when sixth to Haya Ya Keffaah. That was a good win by Haya Ya 
Kefaah from so Iter out of the handoap. but Quango can beat hen the time with the 9b 
puL But The ruiner from the Doncaster race to Interest me mere is ROCK GROUP, who *aped 
wee m seventh and sunflarty better m with the winner. From a stable having winners. Rack 
Group should improve a Jot Air that affert - ms first since an Improved effort when Vim id 
S rikiaii and Istabraq at Newmarket m Ju*y. World Expma has won Ms last two hunUe starts 
in tasting ground and tie's HO lower compared to he test turf Flat run In 1D94. A dual win¬ 
ner at Chepstow dunng that season, Wortd Express has a leafing chance m his present good 
heart Gree n wich Again is a tough sort who was a oredttaMe second to Errant on Eouttrack 
last week. He should be suited by this suface Judged on his smooth Southwell win (sailer) 
ftom Pherty Dancer m February. Pip’s Draam tiasnt shmm much on Equtrack, but is a lure- 
ly outsider, while Cabtwnal News won this race last season-the first of Dm coiasa suc¬ 
cesses. She was a pme winner from Sfrnaat 12 months ago and. though without racers 
action this time round, sne wdl be helped by her draw right on the Inside rat. Braydon For¬ 
est Is a fair sort of maiden who could fl&re, while the former Dawd Efewortfi-ftamed Vto- 
tartate Secret heel a wmm-up run «w a mile last week Se l ectio n; ROCK GROUP 

lOAnl GREYHOUND HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5^00 added lm 2f 
Penalty Value £4,225 

1 155040- CtBT0NF0X(159)(C)(PaiidSP8rtnet5titi)JQbuer41D0-SDWBamtS 

2 6/215- TOUCH AIM1WN (USA) (2G6) (Matexm Al Mdmurm E Dunlcp 4 910-WC«noo3 

3 345606 L00HH8F0RARAMB0W (223) (P) IB M SwnBI44 Bob Jones 8 9 6-MlMtfu*4 

4 84-1356 RIVAL BD (USA) (58) (CO) (G Vttbfra) Mis N MacaAey 8 90-JRsM7 

5 33/5130- OfCOFIMEOUXlfC5CI9Q(RBNaOJNonon4813-KRdkm2 

6 40030-0 REMAAM SUN (13) (Tron Barter) M Usher 4 813---___H Street 11 

7 500343- qURDmRK(USAJ(16B)(&Ci^tOfti90ntlMsJQs44GI3-M Henry (3? 5 

8 32-1511 OCEAN PARK(21) (D) (E Ftet&C Lbt^H anes5813-ACteklA 

9 20014-1 1 B MN C MGSKBE5(M)(KUpon)GLMooie5813(5oJ-S«Mnartb9 

10 360400 UBUUD(USA)0QDsaK.CkiimA(BnB,lngHTt)Rlngani684-DO'Shea 13 

11 030006 AIBDeXIR0USP7)0*5CardPMcPtrf)EAfeTOn483- IFEgenS 

12 063064 MARAIMn(9)|RKoteahsed)RHoflnsiiead4710-NdrfUelO 

13 65000-1 ESRDIorffi-p) W(ftstChanceRac«0 JSpeamg57 lfie«l-DVMdtt(3)l 

14 060000 lADYEUZABEIHIHO(29)|AJ)bdHdS)KCwnnganvBRMi4710-ClnMU 

-14 (teetered- 

BETIWG: 5-2 Eskimo Net, 7-2 Ocean Park, 61 OUton Rut, B-l ItefcgkiB Steles, 10-1 Onerfthe- 
oMewn, lSri Meradete, Toeok A moo, QiMwork. Loaktagbreretabow, 14-1 Rhd BkLRrereeil 
5m, in irtudd, 20-1 wfc— 

1995; Benftut 4 9 ID L Denari 6-1 (R Armstrong) 17 nut 
FORM GUIDE 

QUOLWORK is a sporting cnace ro upset the better fancJed rivals. Jufe Cectfs marten had 
some form at Goodwood and Newbury last bactond and two hurtle runs mitfu X« haw 
livened her up. Eskimo Nells In a stronger race after her four-length win from Anchorena 
at Beverley on Saturday, but tills winning hunfier sttt has a feather wajjit with the penalty 
vtnuaty nuBfod by Danny Wright* claim. Ocean Parte can wol be classed a snip at the 
wai&tis himself on his all-weather form. He has been vdnnngvAth bigger wrests over ths 
mp and htt rating talSb lower today compared to his latest Equfirack win from Able Choice. 
Swinging Sixties can Improve flrther after gaining a narrow uertfict from BeBas Gare Boy 
at Fokesame tan (toys ago. whBe Maradata coUd we« benefit by tod^a smxiger handfing 
altar throwing away a race at Newcastle last waek. CtiRan Fc* has won here twice, thouSi 
on a faster surface. He has a big wOgit, but his backend fttutn to Stone Ridge at New¬ 
market looks cracking form when assesang this race. Rival Bid won here last season and 
is fit from hunflrng, but tftia raoe could prove too hot for him. Selection: QUILLWORK 




sport 


Tve goi a fair way to go, so Tm 
hammer and tongs lo do that." 

The finish which Fitzgerald 
did not see concerned Destiny 
Calls and Southampton, the lat¬ 
ter winning cosily after Destiny 
Calls crashed through the lasL 
Since the invincible Tony McCoy 
was aboard Southampton it is 
unlikely the result would have 
been different if the runner-up 
had jumped the last like Arkle. 

That McCoy will start next 
season as champion jockey is 
now in little doubL Toby Bald¬ 
ing, Southampton’s trainer and 
the man who discovered Mc¬ 
Coy, is understandably biased, 
but still it was difficult to quib¬ 
ble with his fulsome praise for 
the Irishman. “He's got a mar¬ 
vellous attitude, a great racing 
brain and is as professional as 
you’d wish to see," Balding 
said. “He can’t go any higher.” 

As far as jockeys go, though, 
the most significant sight yester¬ 
day was Frankie Dettori, tanned, 
beaming and itching to ride. 
“No-one told me it was a jumps 
meeting.'’he said Patience, Fran¬ 
kie, your moment is at hand 



r> ini LODONGTONSTAKES(CLASSC)£7,650added3Y06fPenai- 
ty Value £5,066 

L 211- L'AU LOUtS 1313) (D) IGA CM Feet of 1993 2. UCi J Gostien 9 6_L Dattnri 4 

3 123360- A18AF(176){HannanAlMataMrjDMoney90.-RHNsB 

3 lOi- VWAMC2S2)(ltofOnttflSuhai)RHsnnor90 _I Raid 5 

4 2160- MARL Q84] (SirEncPaitrar] RAketuaS 11__ _TQ»**i2 

5 02-4 SMAH (USA) (12) (Hama: Al Makmini E Dunlop 310_WCanoa? 

6 230336 BEAUWLBAUAO(1B9) |RCSlBwatt) ASKnan89_SHUtwattS 

7 103342- THTTIEBOCK088)(BeyHorseIteongSyntiiawEASW89---JCFdoal 

-7itedared- 

BmMO: 62 VIAreo. 11-4 L'Atei touls, 3-1 Msri, 61 S&afl, 12-1 Atref, WMttie Rock. 16-1 B»n>- 
tMBMted 

1995: Baadesiti 3SS L Denar 7-4 a Cumam) 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Sftutfl was Ati eyecatching loutit to Green flames at Doncaster i6f) and was . Not pwn a 
hand lima m tire dosing stages aft fir puffing hart eany. But ms so stronger contest am 
MARL is the choice to boufoe bock after foiling to process since her unlucky debut defeat 
at Hftndscr anti her blistering wm from Satedfts Star at Newbuiy m May. Wbsam won in goedf 
Style when hearty batted on Ms detut at Goodwood. Iasi m the Coventry, Wtsam ion bet¬ 
ter n the Richmond at GooAvood and this cutm the ground could be what he wants. L'A- 
ml louts progressed nicely as a juvenile, tnou£t never ran after beating Ooerons Boy at 
Kempton In May. Atraf won only a weak race at Newcastle and was beaten in three nurs¬ 
eries afterwards. Selection: MARL 

ffl-asi BUJESDON SaiJNG STAKES (CLASS G) (DIVI) £2^00 added 
^*^1 7f Penalty Vakie £2fiT7 

1 0-34410 DSFUrVM£(20)(D}0(HQon)GLMoOffl5912-SWWwarttS 

2 300205- KUMM8-K9M (215) (D) (WebtYJones} E Ahaxt S 9 7-KFatoe 6 

3 004320 MANABAR(41)CMnAnhwyPlol^8)MPo«a»4g7-WCanoe4 

4 003300 HtIACEttUE60U7£KftfftJHod3B)RHoc@s 79 7_ 

5 440000 ROCKVILLE PIKE (6) (HaroU Ness] S Dow 4 9 7,-.T QUrar 2 

6 Sty SUPER HERO (517) (lavs Medfcal Sysaemsl A Na«wnoe 4 9 7-D GriOilitt (B) 8 

7 6200- BOU) REUIUAL (198) (MnPM SM MsPS>y492-AG*ne7 

8 400-200 FRENCH SNOB)(12)(DieCrotMl StudFameofip) R IngBm 592-AtteklO 

9 64441-0 NOEPROB (USA)(KJ)OT PA BraSawl RH00ges692-__SDrtrene(3] 3 

10 000030 SCOTTISH PARK pfl (W (Oeanherm LID J L Hans 7 9 2-tFEffnl 

11 00- DA221Ma STAR gM)0 6 Dare) R (teuton 3 B 2 — . RHBsll 

-llitoctered- 

BBTBffi:7-2Dee(4rVtiie, 4-1 KumnelKiBg, 5-1 French Ongw. 5-1 Itarwber, 7-1 Noaprob, &-1 Rodwtee 
PBre, Dozzft* Stev 12-1 Soper Karo, Patacegda QiAd, 14-1 Scotttoh Park, 18-1 Bold Revival 
1995: see {tear one 

FORM GUDE 

DEEPtY VALE was a fair son a couple of years am when he liked some 0ue underfoot. He 
fixrrm to Dancing Siour at Ung/tek} sffjnaUed a near-at-hand win and this he duly attained 
next time m an amateur^ race at Wbkrerhampton. Not sighted In a strong race afterwards. 
Deeply Vale coukt be to ^vtaig the we)0iMo some-modest types.R«neh Ginger can be 
considered on Her short head second to Errant on EqurVack three outing, ago and. wMe 
Kinmnei King has done Ms winning on fast (pound, his head second to Rambo King at Hay- 
dock In August 0v*s him an outstanding chance in this gade. With a recent run at Folke¬ 
stone mder her belt Noaprab ts in with a shout S elec t ion: DEEPLY VAt£ 

c ml KEYTHORPE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5400 added 1 
3YO fUBes 7f Penalty Value £4J59 

1 BESWEERMEIC M Wtett) J Gosden 811.---L Dettori 17 

2 6- (31 SUPS! 7ARSERNG (348) (Omter DcotuBis Uifi M Chwvxr 811-R Hughes 15 

3 6- CHARUDNHrt*(USA)(177)(RKodgps)RHodges811-SDrowne(3)4 

4 3- DAMATMN ODSA) (167) (KtamdanAI MakBunij E Dunlop 8 U-W Carson 19 

5 0- D0MUSXy(175)iXhartesC&dMAMrtxda’if6U-ACtAmU 

6 45 BBiAlinSSaHA(4Z)(BF)<B>y3nTate&DaroVHsori)5Dow8U-SVARwrathS 

7 BCKANim GUEST (The FflesFancnsJP Hants SU-BtMMdlD 

8 020- EWAR SUMVSE (1S3) (A J Richanfsj C Bistan 811-M Henry (5) 12 

9 3■ NCR CtROLE (USA) (16Q (M Tafia) P Chappto-ttam 811-1 Reid 9 

ID lADTBSISONIBL Benson) WBnsboune 811_.-Doubtful 11 

11 54 liTTLE BUCK DRESS (USA) (178) (B Howanf-SpInlO R Ch3tinn 311-MHBs2 

12 PS0Q20- MHDSA (164) (G StonoerjC S Do- 811-KFBBoaB 

13 345- PAPAHA£FR)(174) (TFHaras) HCe<S811-WRyreS 

14 PRHGHI CENSURE (WJ6*Kfisy)JFansna« 811-DHanteonS 

15 REMEUSISIAR (Dudharen SuQ A NewcortK 811_D R McCabe (3) 7 

16 62- ROYAL HVBTSKM (164) (P townsend Sirai Abbott Racng J Durtap 811—T(Brim 19 

17 50 YEZZA (36) (Ms Monea Keogi) A Jams 911-ITeterl 

18 ZlCtARE (Msteun Al MaKDumi E DwSop 811-R Hite 14 

-19dedared- 

BETlWft &4 ftpata. 100-M tooerdreto. 6-1 DmmwIb, 9-t Beef-cetane, 10-lUtUa Bteck Dress, 
12-1 Brer Smrtee, CD Super Ta^etteg, Royal Dtrenkm, 19-1 Yana, Pranrier Ceoam, 20-1 otbere 
1B96: Cask 3 811L Damn 7-1 (J Gcsdeni 12 ran 

FORD GUDE 

Papabn is the dear form choree on her fourth of 30 ipoony drawn) to Rio Duvkta at New- 
maitet and her fifth id Bint SalsaM fo the Rockfel there the feaowmg mwth when the Bound 
was too test tor her. But there is stilt some talent amongst her rtvats and INNER CIRCLE, 
from a stable that had a newcomer vdrmer with Hifft Baroque tras week. couM oo a lot bet¬ 
ter on the sound after a pleasing juvenile ran on the fast when third to Tom Jones' Tamtvd 
and Forhana (winner next, time) at Yarmouth. Dswawfci and Royal Diversion (second to 
her stablemate at Ungfield) are others to go well last term, wlsle John Gouferfs newcomer 
Bewww to Mie » by Mtoto out oi a Shareaf Dancer mare. Selection; INNER CIRCLE 


RACING RESULTS 


H3i 

HYPERION 

■yon Swino 2J50 Gold Desire (nb) a20 pomK*- 
Northern Spark4^0 Prate 

Of Kashmir ____ 

GOING: Good. 

STALLS Round course inside; straight course- far dde. 

unemployed 93). Accompanied mv 

to-ifotroTcAaPABItFVee. 


bu nkere d fob the FDtsnr time: No**- 

LONG-DISTANCE BDNN^K- 9w«* Tiuner's Coma sl»He 
Tallulah (2A0) sent a5mSoW1 * »»■ 

m Dedham, UpP 0, fT" 




^ pERK ^Lr^ooZafud330 

2J0 Irish FiCtkyi 23° 

SchamhMSt 4^)0 

dOKNGs Turf- Good u> 'flu* Srands’ 

8TSLLS:Emdtr*dc )mou»» de;rtfnam ^ 

- . .^^bcrab^prerSfand 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: j 4 0yd. _ . 


l^ft-toad, ahaip ondulatiftS cots 8 ®- Edenbridfi* rw^- 

■ Baoecemaels or v - CI orfa'l a ^ o,rac0, ^' 

ip; Stiver 

no. mall 19B6 «cept S 3 ; rcnuutider fae- 

CAR **ABK- l ,UD 

•ilBI 

BUNKElffiftjOaiBE FIRST 

*F-‘ mi sent ml,cS fnCT M 

LOW-DIOTANCnDIWEBS: TOa 

Johnston's £*hle in North YoriuJuff ' —--- 


9 on] GARUOE PLACE MADEN AUCTION 5IAKES 
(CLASS F) £3,450 added 2YO 5f 

1 BOLB0 BOY M W Eanafy 6 7-KtotayB 

2 SUPER SAW T Bmon 8 7-1 Fortune 8 

3 3 SMNO(7)PB«B87-Riappta6 

4 4 SUER BA) MW Kemp 8 3-ICanoBS 

5 5 RAM&EYPRDE(G)CFtiktus82-NKeenedyl 

6 THBAL IKCtBff D Motel B 2-Owen MoffHt (3) 3 

7 MH7ICMB SONG J Often 80-DateBteonB 

S SWEET BWALMEW Timer 80-TSorake* 

9 3 CAVIAR AND CAfBYCU? DCOsgow 7 12 -P Ferny (5) 7 

-Sdedared- 

BETTNG: 74 SwteOi 9-2 Caviar And Gredy, 9-1 Ratesey Pride, Swart Bb- 
nwtee. 6-1 SBrerR* Bnim Boy, 8-1 attar. 

| A g/1 | PINKIE HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^450 
added lm 4f 31yds 

1 560323- GOODBYEIMUE(163)(CO)J Eyre6910-Aiappta4 

2 0568-03 DROMMBtIBCUSCTEWeymea795-Khutayl 

3 122443- KaHNAN(20I)TBannn593.__IFbrtme2 

4 045080 BAUTENOBiCK) MWEassemy5 91-IMeCIR»oal2 

5 600560- BATONS (190) J Gotta 6 9 0_I Cam 10 

6 255660 KtSMEDM (17) (D) D Ospran 6 9 0._ D MdWtMl 3 

7 50054M) PGNCESSTWJJBAH(26)WHansr589-TSyrMteT 

8 343100- U»ADWCAlE(Ua)(CQDNatan888-VHe»fof9 

9 40413-0 0OtDDeaRE(9)(flF)Nflndaai686-J’Robteaoo& 

10 fi/asio- SCHOOL OF SDBCE (IKS) R Mcf£tar 6 S 5—J MBhbi 13 

11 034)510 M0IMia7)(D)CBootiiBB4-NKennedy6 

12 500443- WNCSaieSCHff B37) WBedef582_-LCtanodi3l 

13 600505- HAND MOV® p5^D Nolen 981-F Norton S 

-13 (teetered' 

BEmwaS-Z IV i mw or H i H . 9-2 Goodbye We, S-lKiernen. 6-1 tan- 
crad MtocBiti^ 94 BM Tender, Keep Butteg, 10-1 rthar* 


EBF TANDRffiGE MADSI STAKES (CLASS 
DJ £4^50 added 2V0Sf 

BUCO Gleans 90_MBfoteyS 


3 2 tasHncaoNffimuoaoniaSO _ IWmv* 

4 4 BOLYMUS»C(10)GMa^ssxiB9_PBtoonUdl 

5 SMflMENGBltWi89-AMc8kn2 

-Bdedarad- 

BBDNG: U-10 bbrii Betioe, 114 BMcn, 4-1 ****», 6-1 Memo, 
IMIUyltaic 

lO QAI BAKB?SUVC STAKES (CLASS ^£4,550 
added 2YD5f 

1 1 KMCSMSai (12) p] U Cromn9 2- I«h3 

2 1 KHYWVl(7)nMBel8U„—_—_MF«rtnn2 

3 . SAUYnffWUSRHanoi BU_DriHOUMKRl 

^2 dodMBd ■ 

Btrnwi- U-10 K*t**K. 7-4 fBCtyd-tM, 7^ 5afly SefiaNoer 

[aaa|weatherbys bulletin handicap 

l™yj (CLASS E) £4^200 added lm 2f (AW) 

1 133309 R08aiJONpij(CD)DArtart»«51DO_^lCw(ifia*7 

2 420611 BKMff(8)(CD)DCasBDC4910Qe4_SQtenS 

3 5014B3 tWPABM|JIJ)m(BF)HfWi492Dme0fte«;(3)3 

4 600- IW0FBABmwp98)latVHHras495_jlMca(**n 

5 4-22113 ZAHD(USA)C!9)(IX9KBute594_rANdny(7)U 

6 UNDO- 'ffBREBi£AaJE(274J(P)lLug693_TH«blf7) 2 

7 120005 OUNCEKWB(SC)fl Harts 491,__yut! 

8 453430- IWBr(89)P&te4S13_NAriml 


rJm Qfi 'l BRUNTON HALL HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
l^^Vl £4300 added Sf 

1 233625 TO DE ROOF (34 P Hams 4100-8 Had 3 

2 1600- MVERSARNOCIt(29G) DMchols49 12_MRktertiGoal 

3 452000 SOUIlElMDOMWKM(ZU(tqCAten4 98^Wabb(7)32 

4 CY24Q50- SIX FORLlfCX(157) [CDj DNcten 4 94-TSpoke 9 

5 006133 TENOR/B)(RlDNenoft593-flexGmmsll 

6 432205 AMYt£)GH(14)(D)C9ptJ1Mson392-PRobteoaU 

7 234635 DOeeCXSW CIO) (p) V Charnon 8 9 0__K0ariey2 

S 41200-0 SEMOUS HURRY (43J (D) R Mdseiar S 9 0_D Hcga&n (7) 7 
9 010333 UY CHERRYWBL(^S) (CO) LL-James6813_TtMBann 17 

ID 046355 KA1AR(6)(D) DOhothi 7813-DteoBtaonlG 

11 321205 FEADEtSTONE LAJC (21) W LSdtial 5813_D McKeoen 4 

12 500134- ISADOKPRMCESS(X3Q09 LRenat 5812-ICwralS 

13 213635- OOOUJWBIHASH(2119(D)JEjre5gn-RUfoptolT 

14 000400 BB1ACOOtA(1S7] Manyn Men0e4 8 7-VSbdtayS 

15 400004 SONDSBSE DO) |p) N TWfer 7 S 6-IFbrtwieU 

16 504000- WESHA(373DNolan686-LCbamoekG 

17 045640- CMNAMtNDP03)itefynUtena465-FNortnnlS 

-17 declared- 

BETIBW: B-l Tasor, 7-1 Amy Intgh. 30-1 CaaiawM Fted, To The Ftoof, 
Feetbentnoe Une, Kaiar, 12-1 otbere 

f^Enn MEDIAN AUCTION MADEN STOKES (CLASS 

* 55 ll fl £ 3^50 added 3 Y 0 lm 3 f 32 yds 


1 ANNA 5019. M Channcn 9 Q-A Comma 6 

2 OO BBOHIBWEAAHpaajN Graham 90-1 Canal 5 

3 02630 SOBERS) (USA) (14} 90-K Darby 1 

4 SWANHUNSID0asgnKt9O-fFbibMS 

5 3- POETKY(171)MTampions89-PRabbaaa2 

S OO SY1MWPRINCESS(185)CAien89-CBndgnaB 

-Bdeetarad- 

KTTWG: 7^ Poetry, 02 Anna SdaB, 4J, Sedbaigb. M Bi&tar Bybab, 
8-1 Sam HoMte, 20-lSftan Pifocese 


9 5154156 SAHJM(6)(C)CVUttron 10812-FLynch® 12 

ID 5-14325 HAItASl*BHSC(6)(Q^AUQOT6012—AKtetan(3)4 
11 00521-0 SWSAIDNO(19)(ClQLadHun8ngfon4812_JMBMr9 
32 623150- FOLLY PBCIUAR (117) (08 BShwt5 84—J Stack (3) B 

13 2UMD0 FOREST STM? (USA) (93) R Ateflaa 7 713-SSaibiriB 

14 M0543 W0R»B«ffl/W57ffl-MtaH©ID 

-Mdedtenri- 

9ETTTNG: 4-1 RobeBon, W Enarf, 6-1 Zterid, 0-1 Wet Pt*h, 104 Wng 
of Babjfon, a» Sabi No, Haba Suablne. 12-1 dhon 

rsrgjri FBUCOURT HANDICAP (GLASS C) £7^50 
IfsSil added 7f 

1 214- STOBH BD(USA){2K)([flEDlriCp41D0—J8**W4 

2 143150- OMBIMAS KISS (lAR R Hatnnn 4 9 8JDanri OTWB (5) 15 

3 645000 5Q10N (36) (P) (D) C Brittain 696-P McCabe (3)1 

4 20003-5 HWMraOTMJmraai495-IBbaarerB 

5 1DOOOO OBIIiMfi*filWNDY(U)(WMOiilYian693J , Pltepl¥flB 

6 1D0214- B£WA»B) (132) (D) N Ca8a0wi 5813—A Eddery (7) 16 

7 0-32224 fiOtfiBfKIWD (13} Gq'KMnay 4 g ID-Fl/acbRB 

8 OOONtt SCHARfMJRST(7)P)SDcw48U5[6«J-A Daly (3 3 

9 000001- JBSSI (177) (0) G Lews 4 8 9-A MwhM (3) 33 

10 433- M0«HM3O2)(5Waffi48a-fj 

11 1004-10 aw?pft SMAW(37)(C53](BF)BSmart4 88JfCochrane 2 

12 300000 SUE IE (9) W Mur 4 S 7-foairfiane lap® 14 

13 21/0050- STOLENMHDtlY(lB9)SDw487--SSanlarall 

14 226100- 0AWAIJBllSAJ(201J(D)0HattiJie685JMa(*nrl2 

15 50500D «IOS(54)(C(SNYtel®r8S3™-Mate7 

1£ 633130- PROUDMOMt(140)(D)GlMaore3713-IQMmlO 

— IB declared - 

BETTING! 5-1 Stem Bid, B-l Tier, 7-1 Ctabbws Has, 39-2 Sthamlwa, 

B-l Makati, Be Warned, li>l other* 


\Ji «a| MATFELDSELUNG HANDICAP (CLASS G) 

^^1 £3/000 added lm 16yds 

1 000000 ORtHORHOMBUS CLO) D Cmgme 710 0-J Fort™ 3 

2 000600 WMMN6SHOT(30) ManjnMeatie4913—VSbtteqrlD 

3 200000- MET(354) (dMbsLPenan 10910-ICamfil 

4 250000 MYHAWYMAN(91R«8rt5 99-DMdKaomiS 

5 414425 N0RllffiRHSftlRK{8){C) M55Lhnai897_J Fanning 3* 

6 145000 BENIAR0M3(42) (C] (Q RMeKaflar4 £11-TSpt^efi 

7 000340 PASH {342) (CD) C Faetust 4 93-N Kennedy 11 

a 3650/BO- WUteEHt (9^31 (199) J fcj-e 4 8 13-RUppinU 

9 331000- SFBtflDUBRO(USA)(175)(QCMen3 8l2_CH(x|gion8 

ID CG3200 NO SUBUSSteN |B) (b) (BF) DCnapnan 10B ll-XDnrley 12 

11 000 POUSHLADY(1^WEteitei38 ID-LChareockA 

12 022020- 1HSONESFORAUCE (203) (CD) J Grttie 8 8 9_P Feaaay (5) 5 

33 643542- BEDAZZLE(lfl^M Btnan587-PRobbBM7 

14 000000 SHB»0r(SS)0Matet4 8 6- Dorm UotUt (3)2 

-14 declared- 

BEIIBIG: 3-1 No Sotmrisakm, 4-1 Bedanle, Nortkere Sparli, 7-1 otbere 

nrg/>| STONEYHBJ-MAflJEN HANDICAP (CLASS 

|«KOU| a £4^00 added 7f 15vds 

1 30030 HARR1TS TREAT (43) (Bf) J Eyie 4 910-0 Peer* (3) 8 

2 062302 BACXHAIOBt (3) Atetyri Wane 4 9 9-) Carrol ID 

3 540- WAPEK ROUS . S- 'A) p84) C30IJ WiTjn 3 98-1 FortMM 2 

4 040030 HE ACT (USA) (176) MaiTjn Meade 3 9 4-VSfadteiy5 

5 5002 DWSOR PWNCESS (7) (BF) M Charrcr 3 9 3_A Gonnaa 13 

6 060400 $AMSMUWHHADY(257)EMyna493—DHcKenra3 

7 550000- MONTECAVO(217)M Brian592-PRobinson4 

8 000630- TtHWNVUICH (384) J Gctlrt 4 S 0-PFass«y(5)12 

9 60430 GARMCSA(USA)(IQDNchcria390-Alexarewaall 

ID 04004-2 PfSDE OFKA5HA8R(ID)PH*rt33-GHM7 

11 OfOGOOO- W5S B8M HEMIT (3S^ D Ctisgnve 4 8 32 Jl Newton (5) 6 

12 000- COC lOUii PRESENT Q96) J Payne 3 812 Tabbott 14 

13 60050- *MlWUffiY(J74)MWEastBt#3aU_J)eteGiHon9 

14 0-532 EBB)WAS(USA}(45)SWttams387-KDartqrl 

-Mdedwed- 

BEITBte 44. Pride Ofttartintir, 9-1 Dragaon Pitaceas, VHre Act, 7-1 ndian 


MBXAN AUCTION MAIDEN S1AKES (CLASS 
E) £4y200 added 3Y0 lm 2f (AN) 

1 Q20405 AUTOBAHBLE (HQ R Harron 90-Dane (YNel (5) 4 

2 0- BRIGHTECUPSE(USA)(183)Jhfc90-RCndswel 

3 80 OU)GOlDN1)tfl(lD|Jnwfton90-P McCabe (3)7 

4 oo- PSMaBl^cn^lixtiHuTiangaaigo_i weaver 2 

5 0630 TEU0WDRAGON(49)BPeats90___iqten6 

6 04 flUOERRYHHDS(63)CWal89_.W Woods 8 

7 PROMPT RCharmnBS-5 Sanders 5 

8 06 SffiaAS«®MWRS*Tipron89-S Carter 3 

- 8 declared— 

BETTING: 64 Prompt, 3 Prinoe Kinky, 4 Bbebeny Fields, Atitobabble 

Tjk 0 n| LINGFIELD APRIL SPRINT HANDICAP 
{CLASS D) £54D0 added Bf (flW) 

1 rmm OUR SHADES gJSA) (12) (CD) K hoy 6 910—CScaMy(7)S 

2 026264 MVOCAHON (12) (CO) A MOOR 9 9 ID-AWbebn(3)2 

3 613241 TIC WSTITUfE BOY (12) (CO) MSS J Date 6 9 8A Mcfitooa 1 

4 632015 MAMH*a.{7)(CO)SD«f3812-ADa^WB 

5 200521- SCISSORRBWEOia)[qJBmtjr487- TQ*b3 

6 30600-0 THAMUM HOtBA (10) D CBdrn 584—Dan*0ftea{5)4 

-SdKtend- 

BSTWG: 2 The WtitefoBny, 3 Maple Bari, Ikr Stadia, 4*1 tmooBoa 
■ Confusun in the tamier cha» (435) al Ludlowycaerday in wfaiefa 
Vifeichil Lad feC al the fifth-last on the fits dmttL Tbe fena: was 
diUed off but removed as lie DeU reached the Jenrc on 

lie seKffldorOTLloCreigbinn. riding Wat Quay, was tbe only one 
d the Ovc remaining riders to lake the feitce and eveflniaUy [jttisbed 
b semnd pUct behind OaldandsW3nl,wbo bypassed tbe obstacle. 
After 65 miimtcs the stewards decided the ptaejags sbwJd r em a in . 


ASCOT 

LSS: JL MROSWAKl K&umocdyj 9-15 la.-. 
2. Major Nova 10-1: 3. Afy DM China 
14-L 8 ran. 6.4/j. in Akenurat. Tote: £1.50. 
£3.10. £3.20. £140. DF. £3.10. CSF: £5^0. 
Trio: £5.10. NR: King’s AIfa>r. 

230: 1- GO BALLISTIC IM A FUj^waUl 
3-1 (av: 2. Jultara 7-1; 8. Maramma Gale 
33-3. 13 ran. 15.1V+ U ffSheal. Tote: £290: 
£L60. £L80. £12.40. DF: £6.60. CSF: U6.62. 
Tno: £478.20. NFt Otia&gucci. 

3.05: L SOUTHAMPTON (A F Mo^iyt 
11-2; 2. Doetiny CaBs 4-1:3. Ganykiu0i 11- 
4. B ran. 4, E. (G Bounej. Tots: £5.60: £2.10, 
£2.20. DF: £8-60. CSF: £24J26. 

-■> J. FLYING INSTmtUrOR (R Beuanwi 
7-2- 2. Draorea End 15-2; a Suhra2 20 L 9 
ran. 9-* fov Star Roec (Mu. 3.2. fP WebOef i. 
TotK £4.40: £3-60. £2.70. £42D DF: £31.10 
CSF: £28.77. Tneasc £428^5. Tna £160.70. 
NFC Hlgn Mind. 

4.10: 3- NEWTON POINT (ft Jomsnni 

7- 2 lav. 2. Ctiftan Set 15-2. a SUM Moee5- 
3_ 31 ran. V«. 2Vi. (D WchotorD.Tota £440; 
£3.90. £200. ELAO. DF: £15.10. CSR £28-58. 
Incase E320J28. The: £5330. NR Mem Oseau. 

4.45: 1. MR GOUGHTLY rMn j Reed) 
5-2; 2. A Windy Citizsa 10-1; 3. Amari King 
33-3. 10 ran. 5-4 lav Frood Sun ifefl. 2V^ G. 
(Arts S Cobden). Tote: £5.00: EL50. £2.10. 
£4.7a DF: £T330. CSF: £25.79. Tna £95.20. 

5.15: L WADE ROAD (Mr J Cutoty) 6-1; 2. 
Walter's Dream 16-1; 3. Tbe Proms 

8- 1.24 ran. 9-2 ji taws. Not For Turning (6tfD. 
Strong Paladin. 3, (Mas H hragib. Tote: 
£9.50: £3.ia £5.60. £2^0. DF: £53.90. CSF: 
F.iftJJl. Trio: £300.70. 

Jackpoc £3,483.90. 

Plaoepofc £352.80. Quadpot tlWJO. 
Place 6: £H8J*. Ptace S: £9032- 

HAMILTON 

2J5: X. FIELD OF VISION D WSAWI 

7- 2; 2. Heothyants Matfc 50-1; 3. Flag Fan 
13-3.13 ran. 34 tav Break The Rules i4thi. 6. 
1V2. (M Jannsrenl.TNs: £4.10; £3.50. £19J20. 
£5.50. DF: £87.10. CSF: £117.96. Tno: 
£ 112 . 10 . 

255:3. NORTHERN SAL !J Cm® evens 
2. Tozflnnl 5-2; 3. Face It 14-3. S ran. Nk. 3 
U Berry). Tote: £1.70: £100. £3.70. DF. £160. 
CSF: £3.76. 

330: 3- HOBBS CHOICE (Dale Gfflsom 

8- 1: 2. BorataM 12-1; 3. lucky Ben 9-2.13 
ran. 7-2 fav Bektay Park i6thi. Va. 2. IG M 
Moorat. Totaa £1820; £4.70. £2.60. £280. 
DF: £133.60. CSF; £9232. TncasC £464.68. 
Trio: £223.60, 

44KC i. SHFS A WINNER IK Dariey) 



2 Ctastee Wccory 61:3. ReOla 9-2 7 ran. 
2-1 ft#. Draswv (Still- Hd. 6. (StMOterrEL Totec 
£5.00; a.90. £33a DF: £2580. CSF: £32.47. 

430:1. CALDER HEMS (R Lappat) 5-1; 2. As¬ 
tral Weeks 9-2: 3. Manful 3-1 raw. 8 ran. Hd. 
J/+ J L Evtbl TotK £5.00: £3-30. £2.60. £1-90. 
DF: £45.80. CSF: £2626. Tncasc £7290. 

530:2 EUROIWIST U Fortune! 8-1; 2. Me 
Cherokee 33-1:3. PWace Of Gold 5-2 12 ran. 

11- 4 fovThoml&un Estate 1-Mrti. Aft. M- IS Ket- 
tiewef). Tote: £3 6ft £2.10. £820. £130. DF: 
£8850. CSF: £18330. Incase £132 754. Tno: 
£209.50. Emhjsion withdrawn rwi inttef orders. 
Fftie 4 deduction on ail bets. 5p n the pound. 
Placepot: £2,099.40. Quadpob £484.90. 
Place 6: £228-23- Place 5: £7137. 

LUDLOW 

2.15: 1. CYRUS THE GREAT (G Bnxtey) 8- 
1; 2 Tramendtoto 14-U 3. FOustino 103.15 
rm. 9-4 tav Coun Nap. 3. Vt (KBaHeyl. TotK 
£8.10; £230. £3.60. £130. DF: £33.40. CSF: 
£99.75. Tno: £5620. NR: Silver SumaJ. 

2.45; 3_ LAKE Of LOUGHREA (G Brartey) 2- 
1; 2. OBrer Dudratt 25-1; 3. Goiden Mraftanfoo 
7-2. 6 ml 5-4 rav Merlins Dream. 5. iVr. (K 
Baieyl. IMk £3X0: £1-80. £4.10. DF: £35.60. 
CSF: £31.83. NRS: Ban on Santa. Star Of David. 

33ft X CONTI tyESTRUVAL (B CUUnfi 9-4 
lav; 2-P u ntyiyswen 7 2; 3. Man 01 Mystery 8- 
3.8 ren. 3V5.5 (G Btertf®. Tote £2.70; £130. 
£220. OF: £6.00. CSF; £957. Mb Lrary's tod. 

330:1. BELMORE CLOUD (0 Bumwa) 4-1 
tav: 2. Brljtirt November 5-1:3. French Bock 

12- 1.14 ran. 10. 3^. (M Pajei. Tote: £3.70; 
£2.00. £l_80. £33ft DF: £7.20. CSF: £2356. 
Incase £209.01. Trio: £50.40. 

430: 3. JAVA SHRWE iS McN&H) 7-1; 2. 
KatzeH 12-1; 3. Mutarwafi &-1; 4. Lamhson 8- 

1. lflran. 6-1 tavGecree Lane. Vj.2V.\ UTucW. 
Tote- £730: £1-70. £3.00, £2.00. £230. DF: 
£46.90. CSF: £86.61. Trieast: £652.82. Tno: 
£24730. NR: Edward Seymour. 

4-B5: L OAKLANDS WORD (Mr J JiteSI 2 
1; 2. west Quay £-4 tav, 3. Carridunbws E- 
3.8ran.5.v+fERhooesi.Toi»:£2.70: £130. 
£1-10. £L80. DF: £230, CSF: £508- After Sew- 
ares' irujuuy, piaemgs unarmed. 

535: a. JOVIAL MAN © 05JBvan) 3-1; 

2. Zattoon 2-1 fav; 3- Danzig Island 4-1. 
6 ran. 5.3. <R O-SuSvarD.Tote £3.10. £3-40, 
£2.10. DF: £2.40. CSF: £9.06. 

Plocepot £102.10. Quadpot £4.60. 
Place 8: £7832. Race a £29.08 
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sport ____ 

‘Football clubs are the lifeblood of the FA and supporters are the If 
of the clubs. Sunday showed that we are reaching breaking, pc 


MrTJ Kehoe 

Sin Liverpool have an average 
gate just short of 40,000 and 
they have always had a loyal sup¬ 
port and will keep it as long as 
people can afford to attend. 

Tne unsold tickets for the FA 
Cup semi-final are testimony to 
the fact that supporters can only 
go so for where large amounts 
of money are concerned. I at¬ 
tended the match on Sunday but 
with a family to support the fi¬ 
nancial strain of supporting a 
football team is harder to bear. 

The football c" jbs snow that 
their hard core support will go 
to amazing lengths to watch their 
beloved team and are therefore 
not vociferous enough in 
protesting to the FA about their 
disgracefu] pricing policy. Foot¬ 
ball dubs are the lifeblood of the 
FA and supporters are the 
lifeblood of the clubs. 

Sunday showed that we are 
reaching breaking point. Be 
warned. 

Yours, 

TJKEHOE 
Ormskirk, 

Lancs 


From Mr D 0 Shaughnessy 
Sir Disappointed? Outraged? 
Tired of the same old rhetoric? 
lTn afraid that the FA may lis¬ 
ten to our concerns and griefs, 
but will anything change? 

They have already stated 
they will not be reviewing their 
ticket pricing policy. Before 
the questions are asked, they 
produce inappropriate answers. 
The point was not the prices, 
even though they were almost 
rwice the price of the majority 
of top tickets for most pre¬ 
miership grounds. The griev¬ 
ance was the number of low 
priced tickets made available. 

The FA also have a lot to an¬ 
swer for the dreadful pro¬ 
grammes that were on sale. 
This is a comparison between 
that programme and the Liv¬ 
erpool v Portsmouth semi-final 
programme in '92: Both had 4S 
pages: Price: £3 to £130: Full 
page Ads: 16 to 4. There is no 
excuse for (his pathetic effort of 
a programme at £3. 

What will we be offered for 
the final? Twice the price for 
twice the advertisements? Need 


we even start the question of 
ticket allocations for the final? 

It is simply not fair the treat¬ 
ment of the supporters by the 
FA and dubs alike. But as usu¬ 
al, they may listen, but will 
anything change? 

Yours sincerely 

DAVID O SHAUGHNESSY 

Mount Merrion 

Dublin 

From WFoy 

Sir. “Tickets are going to cost 
more for ‘special games'," a 
quote from Graham Kelly 
{Independent* 3 April). 

Perhaps it is pertinent to re¬ 
mind Graham Kelly that gen¬ 
uine football supporters pay 
hundreds of pounds annuapy in 
season tickets for the privilege 
of attending “special’' games. 

My chib (Manchester United) 
have a ticket allocation system 
whereby unless supporters are 
season ticket holders or mem¬ 
bers with specified numbers of 
tokens it is impossible to obtain 
rickets for “special” games. 

Inflated prices for “special" 
games will guarantee those with 


The empty seats at the FA Cup 
. semMfnais, and the Football . 
Association’s response to subsequent 
charges that their prices were too high, 
have attracted an enormous response 
■from Independent readers. 

Here we print a selection of your views 


By comparison Wembley is 
Writtour a doubt the moS squalid, 
decrepit and inadequate venue 
T ve been to for several seasons. 
Obviously I would have paid al¬ 
most anything for a ticket-1 was 
seven fost time Leeds were at 
Wembky-bat to have to pay £42 
fora crap seat in a crap s t adiu m 
just because the twin lowers are 
famous is unbelievable, it's no 
staprse that no one goes to Et^- 
tand sanies any more. 


£50.MinccDSt£95.Icanjus£ser amity ro share our national 
the pound signs ringing up in. sport at the highest level. 
Graham Kellvs eves. - Yours, ;■ 


fat wallets get seats at semi-fi¬ 
nals or cup finals and also 
keeps the scourge of sport - the 
touts in a thriving business. 
The genuine football support¬ 
er has, by the time semi or fi¬ 
nal games arrive paid enough 
through turnstiles to warrant ei¬ 
ther parity with league games or 
indeed a reduction. 

Graham Kelly is, and always 
has been, out of touch with the 
feelings and views of football 


ball grounds throughout the 
country is dear evidence of this. 
W Fay 

Warrington, Cheshire 


From Mr R Lindley 
Sir. Asa Leeds fan [paid £42 to 
watch the Coca-Cola Cup final 
at Wembley. For this I got an un¬ 
usually uncomfortable seat with 
a view of one of the goals com¬ 
pletely blocked by a column. 

I tend to go to more away 
games in London than I do 
home games at Ell and Road 
and away fans tend to get put 
in the most dilapidated areas of 
grounds. To be fair I have seen 
a great improvement in the 
quality of facilities for away sup¬ 
porters following the Taylor 
Report and often without a 
major increase in prices. 


RICHARD LINDLEY 
London NW1 

From Mr N Rose 
Sir: I’ve been feeling very smug 
for two years. That's how long 
Tue had my mid-price tickets for 
all six Euro 96 games at Wemb¬ 
ley, bought with barely a second 
thought at a cost of £290. aver¬ 
aging £4833 per game. After a3. 
I ravgnised. the FA had roe over 
a barrel if 1 wanted to go and 
wanted to be able to see. For the 
final. Wembley's worst seats 
(pitch leveL behind the fences, 
terrible view, usually an exorbi¬ 
tant £16 for England games) are 
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MERCURY r CAN MAKE 
5URE THAT YOUR 
CU5T0MER5 GET STRAIGHT 
THROUGH. AS QUICKLY 
ANP EASILY AS POSSIBLE. 


FreeCall 0500 500 400 

Mersirj Communications limited, Hew Mercury House, 26 Red Lion Square, London WD1R 4HQ. 



HELLO. WHO IS 
CALLING, PLEA5E ? 



I’M 

TERRIBLY 
SORRY. I’VE 
FORGOTTEN. 


^JILmercury 

f VKflV COMMUNICATIONS 

When mankind meets machine, Mercury can help. 


Graham Kelly s ey es. 

So, given the amount of in¬ 
terest they must have earned cm 
supporters' money since Euro 96 
tickets went on sale over two 
years ago. 1 bet it's the FA who 
are feeling smug now. 

Yours, 

NEIL ROSE 
London NWI1 

From MrKFlett 

Sin Like quite a bit else in our 
sport these days -the debate 
over football ticket prices is to 
do with serial class. Ticket 
prices are already so high and 
season ticket arrangements so 
expensive and complex that 
foothall is in danger of becom¬ 
ing a game for middle-class 
spectators, with the working 
dass watching it on television or 
reading about it in the paper. 

Does ibis matter? It depends 
on your view of what the role 
is of sport in society. One thing 
is certain. The fact char it has 
happened is largely due to de¬ 
velopments since 1979. One 
wonders what New Labour 
I thinks about ticket prices. 

1 Yours sincere N' 

| KEITH FLETT 
| London Ml 7 


} From Mr I Fail 
Sir. The prices for FA Cup 
semi-final tickets were a dis¬ 
grace. If evety ticket had been 
£10. that would have meant re¬ 
ceipts of £500,000 at Old Traf- 
ford - how can the FA justify 
charging more? 

The profits made by the FA 
do not seem lobe pot into foot¬ 
ball at grass roots but to increase 
the already bloated salaries of 
executives’too weak to do any¬ 
thing positive to improve the 
game. Graham Kelly's article in 
the Independent (3 April) only 
served to confirm this view. 

The FA have become the ul¬ 
timate ticket touts, selling only 
to the highest bidders. It is un¬ 
reasonable to expect genuine 
supporters to fork out vastly in- 
flated prices for tickets. 

In addition, as all tickets are 
printed by computer, surely it 
would be simple enough to add 
the buyer’s name on the ticket, 
which would then prohibit toms 
selling tickets on. If the name on 
the ticket does not match your 
proof of ID. you don’t get in. 

There are too many vested in¬ 
terests within the FA for any¬ 
thing to be changed. As usual, 
the real supporter loses ouL 
Yours faithfntiv 
IAN FAIL 
London W4 

From Mr D Levey 
Sin The Premier League and 
FA are “milking'' the fans. This 
provides a marvellous oppor¬ 
tunity for enterprising End- 
sleigh League clubs to provide 
affordable entertainment to 
those who cun no longer pay the 
“big clubs’" prices each week. 

Shrewd marketing and good 
sales techniques wall enable 
Endsleigh League clubs to ben¬ 
efit from lower ticket prices by 
increasing sales of other prod¬ 
ucts such as food, programmes 
and merchandise. It is almost 
the dream scenario for a mar¬ 
keting and sales executive. The 
competition is pricing itself out 
of reach! 

Yours faithfully 
DAVID LEVEY 
Gerrards Cross 
Bucks 


MICHAEL NIXON 
BaaWon 


FrymMrWJGaskiR 
Sir: 1 am a Leeds United sup¬ 
porter. TWket .prices at Elland 
Road went up by about 250 per 
cent after the team was pro¬ 
moted from the oldSecond Di¬ 
vision. This was-condemned by 
•the majority of the faas»biitsup- 
poried by me. ftis received wis¬ 
dom, particubrly araongpeople 
who do not attend El land Road 
regularly, that admissionprices 
are 100 high. The same philos-. 
opfay encourages mindless crit¬ 
icism of the board and manager, 
which f find very tedious. 

The average league gate at 
Leeds home games is just over 
33,000. The stadium capacity is 
40,000. In other words, for most 
home games the stadium is 17_5 
per cent empty. Hence there 
would be no financial benefit to 
the dub of slashing prices by the 
huge amount advocated by 
many non-numenue critics. 

Cup games may be a differ¬ 
ent matter. A league programme 
plus a lengthy run in both cups 
is a test of endurance, and the 
FA Cup quarter-final against Liv¬ 
erpool (attendance: 24,000) 
demonstrates that the amount of 
money the fans can spend on 
tickets is finite. Surety a statis¬ 
tician should be able to workout 
fairly accurately where the com¬ 
promise between high prices 
and a foil stadium lies. 

Top English clubs must place 
their finances on a sound busi¬ 
ness footing if they are to com¬ 
pete in Europe. The only 
interest that should matter to tbe 
staff and supporters of a foot¬ 
ball dub is the good of the club. 
Therefore the fans should do 
their sums before complaining 
abour ticket prices, and the 
board should not regard die dub 
as a means of getting rich. 

Football, just like every oth¬ 
er human activity, takes place 
in a changing cultural and his¬ 
torical setting. As the econom¬ 
ic structure of the nation 
changes, the way that football 
is financed must also change. 
The days of crackly black and 
while pictures of 200 000 peo¬ 
ple crammed into Wembley 
Stadium are gone forever. Tick¬ 
et prices may be too high but I 
doubt by more than 30 per 
cent at tne most. There is no ra¬ 
tional way that those elnsive 
qualities, atmosphere and 
entertainment, can be used a ba¬ 
sis for a pricing plan. 

Yours faithfully, 

WILLIAM J GASfOLL 
Leeds LS17 


From MrJRLea 
Sir. My son and I attended the 
Liverpool v Aston Villa semi-fi¬ 
nal at Old Trafford lasl Sunday. 
The tickets were £38. 

When I was told how much 
the tickets were I was very an¬ 
gry and said that I wouldn't go, 
but because it's important to 
me, 1 relented in the end and 
we went 

It's not a question of money. 
My wife and 1 are professional 
people with a good income, my 
son is also working. We have 
worked hard for for what we 
have and while we can afford 
the tickets, we hate being 
“ripped ofF. We respect Value 
for money’. 

Everybody knows the price of 
Ihe tickets was too high. The FA 
are the most pompous set of in¬ 
dividuals, who would have 
gained some respect if they 
could at least have admitted be¬ 
ing wrong and greedy. 

The FA are arrogant, igno¬ 
rant and out of touch and will 
kill the Golden Goose if they 
are not careful. 

Yours, 

JOHN R LEA 
Rochdale 


From Mr M Nixon 
Sir: The Football Association 
cannot justify inflated prices for 
major matches unless it can also 
guarantee every seat is used. 

Perhaps the FA should issue 


From Mr B Sluter 
Sir Last year I attended my (and 
my dub’s) first major cup final 
at’Wembley for 37 years - the 
Coca-Cola Cup final I decided 
to pay the second-highest prices 
(£401 think) to get good seats. 
We ended up in tbe higher tier 
against the barrier where the 
“end-zone” seats begin about 30 
yards behind the nearest goal- 
line and behind a roof support 
obscuring the nearer goalmouth. 
Not even the most creative 
marketing mind could justify tbe 
price bracket of those seats. 

We booked tbe second-high¬ 
est priced seats for the Euro¬ 
pean Championship games at 
wcmbley this summer - Tm 
dreading where they may be. 
Yours, 

BERNARD SLATER 
London N22 

From MrD Fcrcival 
Sir I would like to comment on 
the statement by the FA 
Spokesman, Steve Double, that 
“ail the seats at Old Trafford af¬ 
ford good views”. Mine was in 
the lower tier of the north 
stand. When the ball went down 
to the other end of the pitch, 
particularly by tbe near touch- 
line, everybody had to stand up. 

Gradually people remained 
on their feet and some people 
started sta ndin g on their seats 
to be able to see the game at all. 

My ticket was £38 so good¬ 
ness knows where those people 
who paid £14. £22, and £30 were 
herded off to. 

Yours faithfully 
DAVID PERCfVAL 
Liverpool L18 

From Mr S Van de Borgh 
Sir Glenn Moore rightly says the 
Football Association sees fans as 
cash cows. Now is the time for 
the FA to learn from recent ex¬ 
perience, before there is an out¬ 
break of mad cash cow disease. 
Yours sincerely 
SIMON VAN DE BORGH 
Horsham, West Sussex 

From Mr S Pryke 
Sir. Simple explanations are of¬ 
ten the best. Can anyone seri¬ 
ously suggest any other fons why 
Liverpool and Villa fans stayed 
away from Old Trafford ou 


HgS A MEMBER OF THE CABLE & WIRELESS GROUP 


ail UKold nckeis (within, say, 48 Sunday other than the exorbi- 
hoursof the kick-off) free to lo- tant ticket prices? Does Gra 
cal schools and junior football ham Kelly think thatfaS 
organisations. This would prove worried that they would mi-stE 
particularly beneficial for Eng- find part of SonSpS?^ 
land swarm up campaign for Yours faithfully 
hum Vo and give younger play- SAM PRYKE 
ers and supporters the oppor- Chester 
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Gooch follows Botham into England selection race 

MHrat W 


Cricket _ twoy 

HUGH BATESON ~~ pane! no one wn?H Se ^* < I n we ^ lately. I think we have tal- bad. We have talent and we can coming up with some great 

complain thai theydonot h-*w enled cricketers but there is beat people.” ideas." 

After England's u«h;« -i lhe experience for the inh ^ room for improvement. Gooch and Botham will be Nominations for the post 

et-tato toe "J* - Like Botham. G.wh^ h, w 1 don i personally put the seen as something of a dream dosed at midnight, with an in- 
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ing. The IS counties, who were just not been enough infonna- 


u uranam oooch, who was dav “Mv h^’r* ? l0y i take res P°nsibDity. Wc have 
nominated by Essex yesterday, with England t S0U L Wa f ^ ® 01 lo share responsibility in 
and Ian Botham win the votes was canSU^ and English cricket and move things 

of the first-dass counties for the sav wp^h^ on 1 ^ ^ forward so we improve. 

ywe have been pl aying very “I don't think eveiything is 

Sunderland open 

up five-point lead 


our fun and games together but 
he is a good guy and he has the 
interests of English cricket at 
heart,” he said. “I can only see 
Ian. if he does gel involved, 


worth, the chairman of selectors, 
is expected to recommend Fred 
Titmus and Brian Bolus, while 
Kim Barnett, David Gravcnev 
and John Edrich are also stand- 


denied a vote on the chairman 
when Graveney withdrew, at 
least have the consolation of 
sending Illingworth a dear mes¬ 
sage of their mood through 
the election. 

Essex's secretary, Peter Ed¬ 
wards, though happy enough to 
propose Gooch, complained 
that the process was doing the 
game few favours. “There has 


tion from Lord's about this is¬ 
sue and, that’s one of the 
reasons why a fairly embar¬ 
rassingly large list is now form- 
ifig- 

“The counties should have 
been given some parameters, 
and some guidelines about the 
selectors’job. The whole issue 
doesn’t seem to have been 
thought through enough.” 


No date has yet been set for 
that postal coniest to end, but, 
with so many contenders, there 
is a chance that a second bal¬ 
lot might be needed later to sort 
things out. 

Already, the teams for the 
England A versus the Rest fix¬ 
ture, at Chelmsford from 20-23 
April, have had to be chosen by 
Illingworth alone in Lhe ab¬ 
sence of anv other selectors. 


Football _ 

Jim Smith was yesterday be- 
"> moaning a missed chance to 
close the gap on the First Di¬ 
vision leaders, Sunderland, af¬ 
ter his Derby side slipped to a 
1-0 defeat at Ipswich. 

"It was disappointing with so 
much at stake,” Smith admitted, 
2 fter learning his side could 
have moved within two points 
of Peter Reid’s side following 
0Teir3-3draw against struggling 

Tony Vaughan scored his first 
goal for Ipswich to keep their 
play-off hopes alive and Smith 
conceded: “We would have 


been fortunate to have got 
away with anything. 

"It is always difficult coming 
to Ipswich, and even more dif¬ 
ficult if you don't play. Our pass¬ 
ing and control let us down - in 
the first half particularly.” 

Sunderland increased their 
advantage to five points, but 
failed to set a dub record of 10 
successive victories despite 
Steve Agnew and Kevin Ball 
putting them into a command¬ 
ing 2-0 lead. 

Tommy Mooney reduced the 
deficit before Craig Russell 
added a third, but Mooney and 
Craig Ramage salvaged a point 
for Graham Taylor's side. 

Ciystal Palace also surren- 


Hagi haunts Bayern 
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otto Rehhagel, the Bayern 
Munich coach, admitted yes¬ 
terday that his side face a daunt¬ 
ing task after being held to a 2-2 
home draw in their Uefa Cup 
semi-final first leg against 
Barcelona on Tuesday. 

The Romanian, Gheorghe 
Hagi, struck the vital equaliser 
with 13 minutes remaining 
after Bayern had fought back 
from an early goal to claim a 2-1 
lead. . . 

Oscar Garcia put the 
Spaniards ahead in the 15th 
minute but Bayern, looking for 
their first European trophy 
since 1976, fought back and 
Marcel Witeczek and Mehmet 
Scholl scored in the second 
half. 

However, Hagi took advan¬ 
tage of a. calamitous back pass 
from Markus Babbel, Bayern’s 


German international defender, 
to fire home with his left foot 
in the 77th minute. 

“We are going to have to play 
better than we did in the first 
half in front of 90,000 fans in 
Barcelona,” Rehhagel said. 
“Barcelona played some great 
one-touch football.” 

Christophe Dugany capi¬ 
talised on an early mistake by 
the Slavia Prague defence to 
give Bordeaux a 1-0 away vic¬ 
tory in the other semi-final 
Dugany, who struck twice in 
Bordeaux's shock quarter-final 
victory over Milan, was un¬ 
marked when he scored in the 
seventh minute. 

He came close to increasing. 
Bordeaux’s lead in the first 
half, hitting the bar and forcing 
a string of saves from the Slavia 
goalkeeper. 


dered a two-goal lead and re¬ 
main third after drawing 2-2 
with Port Vale. Dougie Freed¬ 
man scored twice in the first half 
for Crystal Palace, but Jon Mc¬ 
Carthy pulled one back in the 
51st minute and Martin Foyle 
levelled with 15 minutes re¬ 
maining. 

“Wc could have been four up 
at half-time but it all changed 
in the second half and credit to 
Port V&Ie for the manner they 
got back into it," Dave Bassett, 
the Palace maangcr, said. “It's 
a volatile game ami matches can 
change so easily." 

John Rudge, his Vale coun¬ 
terpart, added: “To get a point . 
after going two down against a 
team like Palace was very pleas¬ 
ing. It gives us a chance for the 
play-offs and if we can make 
them after the position that we 
were in at the start of the sea¬ 
son, il would be a mirade of the 
season.” 

Leicester remain in play-off 
contention after Sieve Clar- 
idge clinched a 1-0 victory over 
Charlton - causing the Lon¬ 
doner's manager Alan Cur- 
bishley to label his side's 
performance as “disorganised 
and disjointed”. 

The Luton manager Lennie 
Lawrence, a man who has had 
plenty of experience of relega¬ 
tion battles from his days at 
Charlton, believes he can inspire 
another escape act after their 
2-0 victory over fellow stragglers 
West Bromwich. 

“There are now eight games 
to go. Ihe spark b there and our 
confidence is back,” Lawrence 
said. “It will take a few points 
to get out of danger but at least 
we are on file move again.” 
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Nigel Eckerstey fixes his vision on the table tennis baa during his defeat of Cart Morgan dining pre-qualification at the English Open Championships jj 
at Kettering yesterday. The England No 1, Matthew Syed, withdrew from the event because of a knee injury Photograph: Robert Hallam D 
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Injury jinx strikes again to end Muggeridge’s hopes 


Badminton 


Jo Muggeridge went out of the 
English! nationals again and 
complained about a lack of 
Olympic funding on her 27th 
birthday at Norwich yesterday. 


Muggeridge, the top seed, 
pulled out injured only an hour 
before her scheduled quarter¬ 
final against Hampshire’s Sara 
Hore. Muggeridge, ordered to 
rest a damaged achilles tendon, 
said: “I’m absolutely shattered. 
This is my jinx evenL" 


Although Muggeridge is 
England’s highest-placed play¬ 
er in the world singles rankings 
at 24, she has never won her 
own national title - and this is 
the fifth successive year Mug¬ 
geridge has had injury prob¬ 
lems. 


“I should have walked this 
tournament,” Muggeridge said. 
“My ranking is far higher than 
anyone else involvedT'm com¬ 
pletely gutted." The Kent 
woman is also furious over a 
shortage of cash support for her 
Olympic qualifying bid. 


■ Ardy Wiranata, the former 
All England champion and sil¬ 
ver medallist at the Barcelona 
Olympic games in 1991 has not 
qualified for the Atlanta games. 
The Indonesian game is so 
strong that he is rated only 
fourth in his own country. 


Robinson joins the full-time brigade Johnston-Alien keeps beating the best 


Rugby Union 

DAVID LLEWELLYN 
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Andy Robinson, the Bath 
flanker, has decided to become 
a full-time professional rugby 
union player. He will be joining 
the likes "of Tony Underwood 
Dean Richards and Martin Bay- 
field who have all decided to 
turn their one-time hobby into 
their primary source of income. 
* • s Robinson, who won his eighth 

England cap against South 
Africa Iasi November, ^was 32yeSr 
terday but he feels there is life 
in the old dog yet. “I have 
thought long and hard about iL" 
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Ice hockey 

The Durham Wasps players. 
Ross Lambert and Jonathan 
Weaver, will not be charged 
with any offence by Northum¬ 
bria Police. 

The pair were arrested on 
9 March after police came on 
to the ice at Sunderland's 
Crowtree Leisure Centre 
when the play-off match 
against Humberside Hawks 
developed into a mass brawl. 
The game was abandoned af¬ 
ter jnst 58 seconds when trou¬ 
ble flared after Bruce Bell, of 
the Hawks, received facial 
and spinal injuries during an 
incident in the pre-maten 
warm-up. 

Four other Humberside 
players were also arrested on 
• the night but were released 
without charge. 


Robinson, wbo is director of sport 
at Colston's Collegiate in Bris¬ 
tol, said. “I’ve only got a limited 
lifetime playing-wise. There are 
at least two seasons left m me and 
going full lime will give more 
scope for training, preparation 
and coaching. 

“I’ve got ambitions on the 
coaching side, although I could 
never see myself playing for any 
club other than Bath.” 

Robinson, who was recently 
appointed as assistant England 
Under-21 coach to Clive Wood¬ 
ward, has masterminded Col¬ 
ston’s to two successive triumphs 
in the national Daily Mail 
Under-lS Schools’ Cup and he 


Badminton 

CNeuSH NATKMM. CHAMPKJfWHlPS fftor- 
vrtctl) Mon'S Singles «juarter-ft»te -P Busn 
(Witej bt N watermen mm3 1S-S IMi p 
Knowles (Kem) bt U Noch iGtaicsl 1^9 15-3: 
■O Hal (Esses! Ot *A Bush [Wins! 15-8 
* C Haughton (Lancs! bt R Doing (here) 15-10 
15-3 Wo»nen - & sln^a cparMr-HmjK *J 
Grows iSussart K E Chaffin (Surrey) 

12-9: -A Htwnoy I Mortal Bt D Ketofig t Perty i 
111 U-A: -J Mem (wawtej w T HaSSn (S»«M 
3-11 U-811-5: SHOW K*J Mugaertjfc) mono 
'dondes amateur 

Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: York YffiW0« 7 C^- 

land 1: Baltimore 4 Kansas Cfly Z; Detroit 10 Mn- 
newto 6: Seattle 3 Chicago White S®» 
Milwaukee 15 Cantona 9. 

NATIONAL LEAGtE AMcrttgl 1: Wro- 

butfi A Honda U Colorado 5 Phiatottta 3; Hous¬ 
ton 5 Los Angste 4. 


was recently offered the Bristol 
coaching job. Despite turning it 
down, Bristol are reported to be 
very keen to sign him up. 

Robinson and the rest of the 
Bath squad are on the brink of 
signing contracts with Bath, who 
envisage a wage bill next season 
approaching £13m to support a 
30-man squad. The internationals 
are expected to earn between 
£60,000and £70,000 per year, but 
to ensure there is no squabbling 
the dub has a confidentiality 
clause in the contracts which 
prohibits players from discussing 
contract details with either the 
media or other Bath players. 

Whether the money on offer 


at Bath will be enough to keep 
the likes of Ben Clarke, the Eng¬ 
land back row forward, is 
debatable. Richmond, of the 
Third Division, are reported to 
have offered trim a five-year deal 
at £150,000 per year. However 
the sense of loyalty and the taste 
of success at Bath are two very 
good reasons why Clarke may 
turn his back on a fortune and 
instead seek fame with Bath. 
■ Queensland wem to the top 
of the Super-12 table yesterday 
with a convincing 36*26 win over 
Western Province. They raced 
to a 25-6 half-time lead and 
earned a bonus point for scor¬ 
ing five tries in Lhe match. 


Snooker 


Mark Johnston-Allen ended 
Steve Davis’ British Open 
hopes in Plymouth yesterday, 
and then said: “I wish I'd played 
him a lot earlier in ray career.” 

Johnston-Allen, who has 
three victories over the world 
No 1. Stephen Hendxy, to bis 
credit, reached the last 32 with 
a 5-2 success. 

"I learned so much from 
Steve today,” Johnston-Alien, 
ranked 49fii. said. “I used to be 
glued to the television watching 
Steve in bis heyday, but playing 
him live is so different. He’ has 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Football 


Basketball 

NBA: Toromo 1W£?!£££ 
ftewr 89; New VWfc 90 Indiana 88. oaeaga 
UO Wan 32: Cnaooe lmLAvato VjgiSggfr 
maito 102 Dallas $7: Mtoetrteo 105 Detroit 
a& Denver 66 Minnesota 7& Seattle 100 Uah 
It ill San 

Vancouver 85; Houston 112 Oowen State 106. 

South Australia won its first Sheffield 
Shield championship in 14 yrars yes- 
te/daywttfiadraw against western Aus¬ 
tralia at the Adelaide Ova. _ 

SHEFFIELD SHIELD FI NA L (find 

»«<»■ western Australia 520 far g (ft 
nTrr—_ SUa ,M TUmliEL BHOS 



apasspa iiil 



X£a347 tP Nodes 103, letapimST^- 

Siiasi ad 208 far9 

86) Matrt i drawn. wfr'S’taWtf 

phi ty *rue ot (oppi^refiuarseason stand- 

^ W ONE-DAY HATCH 

(45.4ows; NSttfajffliSntgnjg 
ners; R Mahanama 59). iwfti MSN 



EfJ»m 0 Colter Row 1; Hempton 5 Banstead 
4; Hamel Hempatsad O Bedford 3. Third (*- 
Melon: AwJtey 0 LNflnon l; Cave 0 Nmamy 
0: Epsom ardBMl 1 Hentotfl^belMerHein 
1 NomwoodSSoutnal 0 Windsor and Eton 
3. GuanBan hsuimea Cup soni-fiiud *#e- 
oml ta«: Nngstoraan 2 Aytestvy 1 fatf 5-2). 
Unaia n d l o^PHwSgrDteNOttBMtiSar- 
t*ne 2 Orewsden 1; Monne 1 Colwyn Bay L 
First DhUw Cordon 3 Ashtat 0; Curaon 
Ashton 1 Raddllfs Borov^! 2: UiKOIn Ureted 
4 wwieySay 3; WorMrvm 2&etna 2. Cbal- 
Imga Civ aonrf-ltad second M: Leek 2 
Boswi LW 0 4-1). Proaidentts SA) semJ- 

fltal flrat letWortaop 1 Bomber Bndge 0. 


Beater Homes League Premier Division: 
Gfavesena4No»rnfle«lMenn)rTjriao;Gies- 
ley Rweral Haswigs 1: St^tori 0 SodbuiyToer 
L MEdtend Division: Kmifs Lyrm 3 RedcTrtcti 
O; RDthwdl 4 EVesham 1} Sroubndge 0 Rac- 
ng Oub MAuMch 0: Sutton CouAeid 1 Bistort 
0. Southern Division: Ashtaxf 3 Fonest Green 
Rovers 0; Ctevedon 1 BasMey 2; Tonbndge 0 
Poole 2; Waterioovde 1 Wteymouih ft West- 
crvsupef 4AaiB 5 Braimeo O: Va» 1 TitiwtmOgs 
0. Or Martens Cup semi-Una! second leg: 
Moor Green 1 Nuneaion 1 taflf 1-31. Orest 
Mils League Premier DWsfcra: Mongotsfieid 
2 Tiverton 0; Paulton 3 Bristol Manor Faim 1; 
Westbuy 2 Odd Down LUneot Sussex Comi¬ 
ty League first DMsfoe: Ftnemer 5 Crew- 
boraugi Athletic ft Shorenam 5 Pescetwen 
& Tebcombo 2: Oahwood 1 Wick 5: Three 
Bndgis 2 Burgess Hd 2. Intertnk Express Mti- 
land AOance: Halesowen Hamers 1 Bowman 
li Wdbury 1 Htest Mdands Police O; Sandwefl 
Borough 3 Berweu 1; Stratford 1 BotenaD 0; 
WUemal 0 ftsftafl O^mpc 3- Heteeard Unit¬ 
ed Counties Lea$ie Premier DMshrn: Sut- 
toM 3 Woooon ft WeSr^onxigh 2 Cogenhoe 

3. North West Counties League First Dfv4- 
skuc Mossiey 1 Ftoton u Trattod 2 Saltard 
Q. Northern Qaufttlea East League PramtM 
Division: Gteshouffiton WeKare 3 QssettAJ- 
0«n 1; Ossstt Town 0 Uwraadge 2; Stocks- 
bndge 0 North Femiv ft ThacMey 1 Goole 0. 
Jewson Eastern Lea©ja Premier Wvtelore 
Dias 1 Great Yonrvuth ft F^enham 0 Wbod- 
brtder u Harwich & Portgeston 1 Sudbury Wan¬ 
derers ft Baverfal 2 Hawend 2 March 4 
Hadeigh ft Newiwkst 0 Stowmarittf 1; Tip- 
tiw 4 Sudbuy Town ft Wation 0 Wrorham 4. 
Whstootead Kent League First OvWok 
R amsarte 1 Chatham 4: Sheppey 2 Crockorv 
h« li Siads Green 4 Fawrtham ft Whnstable 
4 HytJw 1. Pederathm Brewery Northern 
league Rrst DMsfao: wnicWiam l Pawriee 
l leeara Cup seeMinai: Duraacn 2 Dumam 

4. Representative League: League ot irelanri 
OLeaojeotWalesLleaenofWaleKNew- 
mwn 3Conwy 0. Proas and Journal H&dnd 
Lengie: Cove Rangers 4 Kent) 5. Avon bv- 
s™xaCorai*HtkM first DMsion: West (ton 
0 Toaenhani 2. Friend^ match: Attnncfwm 4 
Driest (Ns) L Barman ler^im St Pbtd 2 Bay¬ 
er Leverkusen L Dutch League: Twenle En- 
schede 2 Wlem D TSburg J, 


Ice hockey 

NHL: PhtacMphla fi Nwr’rork Islanders 2: New 
Yorii Rangsra 3 New Jersey 1; San Jose 6 Do¬ 
nor: 3 . 

Pools dMdends 


VERNONS: Treble chance: 23pts: 
£119,845^4; 22 £423.05; 21 £1754)5. 20 
£S25i Tin troams £7ft20. Fhw ways Vod. 
BRITTENS: Ttafela ctance: 22pts £1^)50.10; 
21 £12.00: 20 £3.05:19 £ft4a roar draws; 
£20^0. five sways: £5.15. Eigrt homes: 
£ 6 . 20 . 



Rugby League 

The Welsh international Kevin Ellis has 
signed a two-year contract for the Rug- 
Cy Union team. Treorchy. just Pays af¬ 
ter agreeing a ttiree-year contract with 

Australian Rugby League team. Gold 
Coast. He will jom Treorchy after end¬ 
ing his Gold Coast season in August. 
Rrst and Second Division clubs will fol¬ 
low the lead Of Super League by using 
four substitutes, with a maximum of sa 
changes, from now on. The Challenge 

Cup final will also be played with four 
substitutes for each ade. 

Billy McGimy. captain of Workington 
Town, is to teive a brain scan and will 
not ptey for fie weeks after complaining 
of severe headaches since his return 
from the World Nines in Fiji. 


EASTER MONDAY FIXTURES AND POOLS FORECAST 


FA Carting PremlwsWp 

1 Aston Vltev Southampton..J 

2 Boh on v Chelsea — -J 

3 Leeds v Noam rarest...~..n-.—»■* 

5 Manchester IMS v Coventry-.—-1 

0 QPfl V Everton..^.. 

r Sheffield -.-2 

g Tcttenham v MWdiesbrougi -J 

g * Mandhstw Oty-— t. 

Also plays* (n® 1 m “ u Po re *> : 
yNewcasda 

EfMjste ^h Insurance League 
Hrat Wvtatod 


IB Southend vWatfiM__ 

1? Sunderland v Chartmn 
18 Wohes v Bamsiqi __ 

Second Division 

18 Bachpool v RotherlUBn_ 

20 Bradford v Carlisle_ 

21 Bristol City vVorit_ 

22 Crews v Swindon_ 

23 Peterborough v BnenHtrt— 

24 StOCKport v HuB__ 

25 Wrexham vWasaB_ 

26 Wycombe v Qdoid, IIU .. 

TMrd Dtvtston 

27 Caitiff v Lincoln .... 

28 Darington v Cambndge __ 
28 Doncaster v OUnghaii — 

30EwtervHerefonL—.. 

32, FuDnmv Chester_.... 

32 HLartlepoaf v Wigan__ 

33 Leymn Oriere v Scunthorpe 


34 MansfeW vfreson... 

35 Northampton v Coichester- A 

38 Rochdale v Bamei_-.-X 

Also playing (not on coupons): Torquay v 
Plymouth. 

GM Vauxfiail Conferenca 

37 Bath Coy v Dagenham.—. A 

38 Famtxrough V Aftrmcham™. 1 

39 Gaeshead v Wddenririsler..........—.J( 

40 Keneruigv Hehfax__—..1 

41 MacOesfield v Dow —. —~..A 

42 fturcwm v Morecarntw__ JC 

43 Southpon v Slough .....---J. 

44 SoMxictee v Emmsaove.. 1 

45 Stevenage v Wbtang.. X 

46 Telford vWMlnc -.-. A 

Beazer Homos Laafim 

47Can«inilgBC^vCnQlriBtord - „3. 

4StaouceswrvCheltBiham. . 1 

49 Gravesend v BNdocfc.. J. 


59 HWtmgs v Crawfey .. 

51 Merthyr Tydfil v Newport.. 

52 sarsJOLiy v Dachesffir .. 

53 ScaTTonl v Iheston. 

54 Sudbury Town V RustOen 

55 VS Rugby v GriKley ........ 


UnfBond Lw^ie 

56 Accnngton v Bamber Bndge.-..2 

57 ^sh Spartans v Bamw- X 

58 Burton v Gan&txxough -. 2 

Four draws: Leeds UtdvNotdngham FOrest, 
Portsmouth v Sheffield Ltd, Oewe vSrtndon, 
Fulham v Chester. 

Hue sways: Arsenal. Crystal Palace. Oxford 
Utd, QBinghom, RushOen & Diamonds. 

Ten homes: Aston VBa. Lwapccl, Mancnesw 
Utd, Port vale, Wolverhampton Wanderers, 
Stockport County, MacdesfieUTown. Soutn- 
PCTT. Tdford Utd. Salisbury. 


such a complete game, even 
though he missed a few shots 
that he may not have done in 
the pasL 

“I don’t know why, but I al¬ 
ways seem to raise my game 
against the top players. There's 
no pressure on you but there's 
so much to be gained.” 

Johnston-Alien, who now 
plays AnLhony Hamil ton for a 
place in the last 16, won the first 
two frames but Davis, winner of 
this tide in 19S6 and 1993, 
pulled a frame back with a 
break of 59. But Johnston- 
Alien then went 3-1 ahead by 
winning an important 3S- 
nunule fourth frame, which he 


Rugby Union 

SUPER 1 2s Wa*ao Quels 26 Austrewn Comal 
Temoiy 1& Nonwm Transvaal 34 Cameriwy Du- 
saden 18; Queensland 36 WoMsm Prom* 2& 

Snooker 

Malcolm Hulley, secretary of the Wortd 
Professions! Billiards and SnooHer As¬ 
sociation, has died at the age of 51. 
BRITISH OPEN prijmcatil) Hut round: S Hmfty 
(See) MTMiptiyiNbl] 5-L M JamslcrvAlen (Erig) 
III 5 Davis (Eng) 5-2. Second mnl: N Band (Efl£) 
bt D D>ane (NZl 5-lj T Knwries [Engl b» J WW- 
mna (Trial &4: DMugn iwan bt u dark (Eng] 
5-A; D HaroW (Eng) D M Pnca |£ng] 5-2. 

Squash 

LEEKBS BRfTtSH OPEN (CanHri)SMead mat 
Mas ft Eyws lAusi bcG Rrame (Care 15-9 IS-ID 
15« A M iAls) fit J N)«4e £nfl 17-16 15-10 
17-15. Woman: M Mamn (Aus) tx R Cooper (Auy 
9-1 9-3 Mi S Homer (EngJ W C Ncttti (SAJ 9-4 
£►-2 0-9 9-7. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 

7.30 unfass stated 

EUROPEAN CUP-WINNERS’ CUP 

SEM-FMALS FHTST LEG 

Deportiwo La Coruna v Parts SC (8L0) __ 

Feyosoorri v Rapid Vienna...,.. 

BEA2ST HOWCS LEAGUE Preoriar Division: 
RushOen & Diamonds v Dorchasrer. 

K2S LEAGUE Premier Dhrteha: Aylesbuiy v 
Dt4widv Careha ten V Harrow Borough. TIM 
Division: Hertford v Avetey. 

MfERLUK EXPRESS WDUNOAUJANCE: 
Rusriafi Olymp« v Hmddpy Attdetw. 

BORO GAtS LEAGUE OF REL/IND Pramiar 
DMskm: Dundalk v Slgo Rmara (7.4$). 
PONTWS LEAGUE First Division: Blackburn 
v Derby (7.01 fai fteson Aurtrt fixfl; New¬ 
castle vTranmera (6.0) farGetesrtead); Notts 
County v Manchester Utd (7.0). 

Rugby League 

STONES SUPER LEAGUE: Uantton Broncos 
v Pas St-Germain (7.30). 

Rugby Union 

EUROPEAN CUP PUY-Offt Glasgow District 
v North & Midlands (7.0) fat Magadan#. 

Basketball 

BUDWElSER LEAGUE: Newcastle Comets v 
Ertde Manchester Gores (8.01. 


sealed by potting blue and pink. 

Davis, who lost out in a titanic 
struggle with Darren Morgan 
for the Irish Masters title on 
Sunday, dosed again by winning 
the fifth frame with a break of 
62. But Johnston-Alien restored 
his two-frame advantage and 
then wrapped up the match with 
breaks of 49 and 33. 

“It was a brilliant feeling to 
knock those balls in at the end 
to beat someone I have hero- 
worshipped for so long," added 
the former public schoolboy. 

Davis heads for the Wjrld 
Championship at The Crucible 
Theatre. Sheffield, in a fort¬ 
night’s time still seeking his first 


title of the season. “Mark did well 
to beat me and kept his mind on 
the job,” said the six-times world 
champion. “I am a bit shattered 
after the final in Ireland but not 
too worried about my form. 

“I have been a bit short of 
matchplay recently but believe 
that going to The Crucible 
brings out the best in you - it 
certainly should do.” 

Hendry had few problems in 
reaching the second round, 
brushing aside Terry Murphy's 
challenge 5-1 with breaks of 62. 
SO, 82, S3 and 60. 

Hendry now plays Joe Swail. 
an opponent he has beaten 
and lost to within the last 


Gough plan beats Harris 

Squash 15-10 to reach a second-roui 


Speedway 


PREMIER LEAGUE: London v IpEWtcti (T JO); 
Mxftitesbnxigrt v Sheffield (7301. 

Other sports 

BAJ3ftNNTOffc Engtsfi Naomal OampOnsrtps 
(Nonvfcrt Spon vuaga). 
snooker: brush Open ifiymoutfi Pavilions). 
SQUASH: LeeAes British Open (Cardiffj. 
TABLE TENNIS: English Open (Kettering). 


At the Leekes British Open in 
Cardiff yesterday, all the talk 
was still of the first-round de¬ 
partures of the British nation¬ 
al champion Peter NIcol. and 
the England No 1, Del Harris, 
who lost 15-2, 10-15, 10-15. 
15-5,15-10 in 97 minutes to Alex 
Gough, the world No 50. 

The Newport-based Gough 
went into the match with a 
slow-paced game plan devised 
by the new Welsh national 
coach Chris Robertson, the 
Australian former world No 1 
And the 25-year-old took the 
opening game with a precise 
front-court attack that clearly 
had Harris unsettled. 

Harris look the next two 
games and seemed to be head¬ 
ing for victory. But the Welsh 
No 2 decided to abandon the 
tactics, upped his pace and 
power and found his 26-year-old 
opponent unable to respond. 
“T had to change things when Del 
started to chew me up in the third 
and fourth game,” explained 
Gough. “I was surprised how we0 
it went for me and I got a great 
lift from the Cardiff crowd-who 
don't normally support New¬ 
port boys so enthusiastically.’' 

Gough next faces Paul Gre¬ 
gory, the- Greek No 1, who de¬ 
feated Oxford’s Mark Cairns, 
and could find himself in a quar¬ 
ter-final against the defending 
champion Jansher Khan, wbo 
faces a fellow Pakistani Zarak 
Jahan in the second round. 

The England captain, Chris 
Walker, defeated Canada's 
Gary Write 15-10.15-3,14-15, 


15-10 to reach a second-round 
match against the French cham¬ 
pion Julien BouetaL 

In the women's evenL Sue 
Wright advanced to a second- 
round match a gains t No 2 seed 
Sarah FitzGerald, joining 
Cassie Jackman. Fiona Gcaves 
and Rebecca Macree as home 
winners in the first round. 
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THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

Major League Soccer kicks off 28 


SHS 




Chairman of Wigan charged with fraud 


The Wigan chairman. Jack 
Robinson, and another director 
of the club were last night 
charged with conspiracy to 
defraud. 

Robinson and fellow-director 
John Martin had been arrested 
at their homes in the town ear¬ 
lier in the day, and were released 
on police bail to appear before 
Wigan Magistrates Court on 8 
May. Martin's son-in-law. the 
Great Britain and Whies prop 
forward. Neil Cowie, was also ar¬ 
rested and was later released 
without charge. 


The three were questioned 
for several hours at Wigan 
police station in connection 
with allegations made by the 
Wigan Observer of an attempt to 
extract money from the paper. 

The Observer has alleged that 
Robinson, a director of the 
game's most successful club 
since 1980 and the chairman 
since 1992, tried to inflate 
potential libel damages from the 
paper by suggesting that a trans¬ 
fer deal to take Cowie to Leeds 
had broken down because of an 
inaccurate article. Leeds sub¬ 


sequently denied ever having 
had any intention of signing 
him. 

The paper passed a dossier 
on the matter to the police last 
month and inquiries have been 
taking place since then. 

Robinson, a local antiques 
dealer, has been a key figure in 
Wigan's rise to a position of un¬ 
rivalled supremacy in British 
rugby league. One of the orig¬ 
inal "Gang of Four" that took 
over the running of the dub 16 
years ago, he has sustained the 
success achieved under Maurice 


Feyenoord are 
threatened 
by hooligans 


Football 


The spectre of hooliganism 
hangs over Feyenoord’s attempt 
to capture the one European 
trophy to elude them. The 
Dutch Cup holders, who won 
the Champions’ Cup in 1970 
and the Uefa Cup in 1974. 
meet Rapid Vienna in the first 
leg of the European Cup-Win¬ 
ners' Cup semi-final to nigh L 

Feyenoord supporters have 
already been barred from trav¬ 
elling to Vienna for the second 
leg m two weeks' time after 
trouble with Borussia Monch- 
engladbach fans in last month’s 
quarter-final. 

The Feyenoord chairman, 
Joricn van den Herik, who has 
asked Uefa. football’s European 
governing body, to lift the ban, 
warned: "A single firecracker 
could cause huge damage for 
this club.” 

Rapid, who are visiting Rot¬ 
terdam for the first time since 
losing to Everton 3-1 there in 
the 1985 Cup-Winners' Cup fi¬ 
nal. have proved to be the dark 
horses of the competition. 

They scored a comprehensive 
4-0 aggregate victory over Dy¬ 
namo Moscow in foe’quarter-fi- 
nal and the Feyenoord coach, 
Arie Haan, said: “Rapid are hard 
m duels, strong in the air and 
good in combinations, a typical 
example of the Austrian school. 
Austrians are more clever and 
frivolous than Germans and you 
see that in their play.” 


Haan has almost a full- 
strength squad available, with 
only the defender Henk Fraser 
ruled out. Rapid will be looking 
to the former Cologne striker. 
Cars ten Jancker, who scored 
twice against Dynamo, to clinch 
a crucial away goal Prvoslav Jo- 
vanovic returns in midfield af¬ 
ter missing the match in 
Moscow through suspension. 

However, the Rapid coach. 
Ernst Dokupil, was being cir¬ 
cumspect as he arrived with his 
squad in Rotterdam. 

“Tension is running hi g h," he 
said. “But 1 am a realist And 
my realism teDs me that we have 
advanced into realms where 
we do not belong, at least not 
yet" 

In the other European Cup- 
Winners’ Cup semi-final Paris St- 
Gerraain’s influential Brazilian 
midfielder, Rai, has withdrawn 
from the first leg against De¬ 
port ivo La Coruna, which may 
prove crucial to the French dub’s 
chances of success against the 
Spanish side. A thigh injury 
which could also keep Rai out of 
the second leg in two weeks’ time. 

By contrast, Deportivo’s 
Brazilian striker, Bebeto. has 
struck a rich vein of form. He 
scored a crucial goal in the 
quarter-final victory over the 
holders. Real Zaragoza, and is 
in no doubt that Deportivo, 
playing in their first European 
semi-final, can keep the trophy 
in Spain. 

"We’re going to win the 
CUp," said Bebeto, who has now 


settled his differences with the 
Deportivo coach. John Tbshack, 
after being dropped earlier in 
the season. 

Toshack’s hopes of Gelding a 
full-strength side have been 
thwarted by the absence 
through injury of the midfield¬ 
er Maura Silva and the defender 
Nando, but he is otherwise able 
to field his strongest line-up. 

For Paris Saint-Germain, the 
striker Patrice Loko is out of 
form and unlikely to start the 
match while Youri Djorkaeff is 
slowly recovering from an injury 
which has kept him out of ac¬ 
tion for more than a month, 
while the defenders Jose Cobos 
and Stephane Mahe are also 
doubtful. 

The problems are mounting 
for the coach, Luis Fernandez 
who must also be concerned 
about his team's slump in 
league form. 

“We won’t know who is fit to 
play until the last minute. In my 
mind, except Rai everybody is," 
Fernandez said. “Deportivo 
knocked out the title holders in 
the previous round, have twice 
finished runner-up in their 
championship in the last two 
seasons and have two World 
Cup winners [Bebeto and Mau- 
ro Silva],” he said. 

“I still say we have to score 
at La Gemma, and especially not 
back away. The match in Spain 
is super-important. We have to 
give everything." 

A 3-2 home defeat by Metz 
at the weekend, their fifth loss 
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DOWN 

1 Tbok measured steps to walk 
quietly round church (5) 

2 Attack assistance rendered 


ACROSS 

I Hampered eating, being 
choosy? Not entuely well- 
mannered when tucking in 
(10) 

6 Dandy consuming student’s 
turkey (4) 

10 Admit formerly interrupting 
recording with ultimate in 
noise (7) 

II Artist capable of producing 
some art, if moved (7) 

12 Abandoned working in 
“home improvement”? 
Wong after one’s invested 

13 Lmril and displaying adoles¬ 
cent behaviour? (5) 

14 United supporters returned 
in a hopeless state (5) 


15 Duck for ancient chap, ac¬ 
cording to Spooner (6-3) 

17 Little cost hence pass can be 
distributed (9) 

20 Individual in Australia, say, 
providing gas (5^ 

21 This affair anud make one 
grieve endlessly (5) 

23 Docket’s girl <ned in shop (9) 

25 End of mine? Certainly 
product of mine is a blot on 
the landscape (7) 

26 Player - one is in orchestra 
area (7) 

27 Out bridge player get the 

S int? (4) 

Ire in the linen, after fold¬ 
ing yard, along with the rest 
ofthe fabric? (10) 


3 Sony! Please don't execute 
me! (13.4,6) 

4 Leader catching fish is cap¬ 
sizing (7) 

5 No Member in a line should 
be considered of minor value 

7 $ust under two pints will 
have yo u blaz ing about! (5) 

8 Rely on PFE, when bandied 
about, to produce gas! (9) 

9 Coming out on top in front 
of boyfriend is an indicator 
of life on the shelf! (4,6,4) 

14 Religious rite coming from 
UScny, nothing less (9) 

16 European firm gets no ob¬ 
scure stuff from financial ad¬ 
viser (9) 

18 ExeirEes lifting stone re¬ 
quired by a German sculptor 


19 Get wet through on edges of 
large church feature (7) 

22 Love can trap English, in the 
main (5) 

24 Guard denied initial access 

(5) 
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Lindsay since taking over as the 
dub's figurehead four years 
ago. 

There have been recent prob¬ 
lems, however, notably when 
Wigan failed to pass on £100,000 
from a Centenary World Cup 
match to the Rugby Football 
League, which later fined them 
£15,000. After the fine,Wigan’s 
accountant resigned. 

The chib’s problems were 
compounded when they were 
beaten in the Silk Cut Challenge 
Cup, for the first rime in nine 
years, at Salford in February, 


thus denying them their now 
customary annual place In the 
Wembley final. 

The weekly B'rgort Observer 
later alleged that a number of 
Wigan players had spent the 
build-up to the match dr inking 
heavily on a holiday in Tenerife. 
The club denied the allega¬ 
tions, pointing out that one of 
the named players - Cowie - 
had not even been there. 

The paper later received a so- 


that are the subject of the cur¬ 
rent inquiries. 


It is those potential damages 


from Rochdale Hornets in 1991, 
played for Great Britain in 
1993 and for Whies in the Cen¬ 
tenary World Cup laayear. He 
bad been expected to play for 
Wigan at St Helens t om orro w . 

Cowies father-in-law, Mar¬ 
tin. the owner of the Riverside 
Gubai Central Park, joined the 
board in 1992. 

The arrest of as prominent a 
figure as Robinson is a major 
embarrassment for the game in 


the same week as its foap into 
-the unknown with the start of 
Super League and summer 
rugby. . 

The game’s board of directors 
and its governing body, the 
Rugby League Council, met at 
Central Parit yesterdayv .vath 
the allegations against Rob¬ 
inson expected to be cmtbc' 





No statement on foe Wigan 
chairman’s pfigfrt was forth¬ 
coming from foe League yes¬ 
terday, nor from foe Wigan 
dub itself. 



Robinson: Arrested at 




MS 
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Latin steps: Jorge Soto, of Sporty Cristal, (left) challenges Defensor Team's Antonio Vidal In the Ubertadores. Cup hi Lana, Peru Photograph: AP 


in eight games, meant that 
PSG surrendered the leadership 
to Auxerre. 

However, the French side are 
not unduly concerned by their 
poor league form. “Losing 
against Metz has got nothing to 
do with foe Cup-Whners’ Cup," 
the defender Alain Roche said. 
“Last year we were 15 points be¬ 
hind Nantes, but we still beat 
Barcelona.” 

Fernandez added: “A 2-1 loss 


in La Coruna would be fine, be¬ 
cause Tm confident the second 
leg will be very hot, especially 
as all our injured players will be 
back by then.” 

With Bordeaux expected to 
reach the Uefa Cup final after 
their 1-0 win at Slavia Prague on 
Tuesday night, and Nantes en¬ 
gaged in foe latter stages of 
Champions’ Cup, PSG will be cfc- 
termined to keep the Tricolor? fly¬ 
ing in European competition. 


Shearer ‘hopeful’ of return 


Blackburn are “hopeful” that 
Aian Shearer win make his return 
against his old dub, Southamp¬ 
ton, at The Dell, on Saturday, 
quashing speculation that he 
could be out for foe season. 

Shearer is responding well to 
a treatment and rest programme 
on a grain injury, whih kept him 


out of the home defeat by Ever¬ 
ton last weekend and broke a se¬ 
quence of 107 consecutive 
League appearances. 

“Yfe are hoping that Alan will 
be back in training towards foe 
end of the week and the injury is 
responding well,” the dub phys¬ 
iotherapist, Steve Fester, said. 


However, news of theimmi-.. 
nent return of the Premier¬ 
ship's leading scorer was 
tempered by Lars Bohinen’s 
continuing struggle to regain fit¬ 
ness after missing seven games 
with a calf strain sustained dur* 
ing an international appear¬ 
ance against Spain. 


Gough ready to return 


Richard Gough, the Rangers 
captain, and ms fellow defend¬ 
er David Robertson could be 
back in contention for Rangers’ 
Tfcnnents Scottish Cup semi-fi¬ 
nal against Celtic at Hampden 
Park on Sunday. 

The Rangers manager, Wal¬ 
ter Smith, will definitely wel¬ 
come back his first-choice 
goalkeeper, Andy Goram, while 
the two defenders, missing 
through injury for several 
weeks, are progressing well. 

The news over Goram will 
hardly be welcomed at Celtic 
Park. On more than one occa¬ 
sion this season, the Rangers 
goalkeeper has denied Celtic 
with a string of superb saves. Af¬ 
ter the goalless Old Firm en¬ 
counter on New Year’s Day, 
Celtic’s manager. Tommy Bums, 
said: “You can engrave on my 
tombstone ‘Andy Goram broke 
my heart”." 

Go ram’s heroics have been 
partly responsible for Rangers’ 
unbeaten record in five games 
against their Glasgow rivals 
this season. Looking ahead to 


Sunday, Smith said: “It wifi be 
a difficult game to call because 
most of the league games be¬ 
tween the sides are played tike 
cup ties. 

“I don't think Celtic will do 
anything different from the 
previous matches, but nothing 
prepares you for this fixture. 
You can never go in saying you 
are completely confident, al¬ 
though that is not to say you 
don’t have faith in your own 
players.” 

Meanwhile, Scottish foot¬ 
ball's man ofthe moment, Ally 
McCoist, said victory on Sunday 
would mean more to him than 
his hat-trick in last Saturday’s 
4-2 win at Raith Ravers. Mc¬ 
Coist, who was yesterday named 
Bell’s player of foe month for 
March, said: “If we can get 
through the season undefeated 
by Celtic, we will be in the fi¬ 
nal. It is as simple as that. 

“I am really fired up for foe 
came, and you always want to be 
involved in foe Cup final. It is a 
great occasion. Celtic have been 
taking the plaudits this season - 


partly because they haven’t done 
well in recent years, so people 
can see their improvement But 
that doesn’t bother us, because 
we only have to look at the fad 
that we are several points bel¬ 
ter off now than we were this 
time last season.” 

The 33-year-old Rangers 
striker - who scored the only 
goal in Scotland's victory over 
Australia last week when he cap¬ 
tained his country on the occa¬ 
sion of his 50th cap - faces one 
of the toughest decisions of his 
career this summer when his 
Ibrox contract finishes. 

Offers from the United 
States or Japan could surface 
but Rangers will be keen to keep 
their striking legend for a tittle 
while longer at least. Me Co is ( 
said: “We will sort somethin g 
out. I am sure - but there’s al¬ 
ways a chance that 1 won’t stay. 

“If I get another year or two, 
HI be delighted but, in the 
meantime. I don’t want anything 
to undermine our chances in foe 
championship race and of 
reaching the Cup final.” 
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Robson targets £2.5m Beto 


TURNOVER ? 

YOU’LL HAVE TO 5EE MY 
ACCOUNTANT ABOUT THAT. 


ALAN NIXON 


For Middlesbrough, it seems 
two Brazilians are just not 
enough-Bryan Robson is posed 
to sign a young Brazilian strik¬ 
er, Beto, in a £2.5in deal. 

The Middlesbrough manag¬ 
er has had talks with Beto’sclub, 
Botafogo, and hopes to secure 
the signing of the highly rated 
20-year-oid forward wiliiin the 
next week. Beto is one of the top 
young talents of Brazilian foot¬ 
ball and has helped his country 
qualify for the summer Olympic 
Games. He has already ap¬ 
peared in the full national side. 

Robson's contacts in South 
America have advised him that 
the top prospect wants to come 
to Europe and the Middles¬ 
brough manager has moved in 
first to set up foe transfer. Beto 
is keen to come to England and 
foe chance to follow Juninho 
and Branco to Teesside is a big 
attraction - and he could be foe 


Romano in foe national team 
and many experts in South 
America believe he wifi be¬ 
come a bigger name than the 
World Cup winner. 

Robson has been riven funds 
(o spend (o improve his team af¬ 
ter their dreadful second half of 
the season - and Beto is ap¬ 
parently just one of three top 
signings that fans at foe River¬ 
side Stadium can look forward 
to. The dub’s chairman, Steve 
Gibson, has pledged to give 
Robson up to £10ra to bring the 
right men to his club in a sum¬ 
mer spending spree. 

Mark Hughes was yesterday 
ruled out of Chelsea’s Easter 
programme after the Football 
Association gave him a two- 
match suspension and a £1,000 
fine for accumulating 45 disci¬ 
plinary points. The Welsh in¬ 
ternational, in his first season at 
Stamford Bridge since moving 
from Manchester United for 


£l5tn, had been ordered to ap¬ 
pear before a special FA com¬ 
mission after accumulating 14 
yellow cards, 11 of them in the 
Premiership. 

Hughes has already missed 
seven matches this season 
through suspension. He is now 
out of Chelsea's home game 
against Aston Villa on Saturday 
and foe trip to Bolton on East¬ 
er Monday. The Leeds mid¬ 
fielder, Mark Ford, can expect 
a similar punishment after also 
reaching 45 points - he will 
learn his fate by post as he was 
on duty with Leeds yesterday 
and was excused attendance at 
the hearing. 

The Manchester United 
manager, Alex Ferguson, has 
denied asking the European 
Cup semi-finalists, Panathinai- 
kos, about their Greek in¬ 
ternational winger, Yorgos 
Danis. “We’re watching play¬ 
ers all over Europe but we 
have not been in touch with 
Panathinaikos, ” Ferguson said. 
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